HNN 


BIL eaaMul 


atte 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUS- 


By John Economos 


ustralia’s exciting young Olympic. 
Soccer team has recently, and 
most understandably rapidly, 
drawn vast commercial attention from the 
corporate sector and potential sponsors. 
Australia’s Olympic coach Raul 
Blanco, who meticulously orchestrated 
the recent triple demolition over the tour- 
ing Brazilian Olympic team, may have 
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Raul Blanco: Australia’s Olympic coach. 
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unknowingly solved Soccer Australia’s 
frustrating financial dilemma, 

It’s understood that now some large 
corporations, since witnessing 
Australia’s glorious success over the 
mighty Brazil, are at last willing to come 
forward and financially sponsor our 
Olympic Soccer team with large cash 
injections. 

Australia’s thrashing of Brazil has 
exploded a huge marketing awareness 
within the corporate sector, 
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Soccer Australia urgently need large 
amounts of cash to send our Olympic 
Squad on overseas tours, or bring to 
Australia sparring nations for friendlies to 
help Blanco prepare his soldiers for battle 
during Sydney 2000. 

It’s believed that two such potential 
heavyweight sponsors are very large 
names in the corporate sector. 

+ One is heavily involyed in telecommu- 
nications whilst the other is in transport. 

Furthermore it’s understood that 
Argentina wanted Australia to send its 
Olympic team over to South America in 
August for a series of matches. 

Unfortunately that potential invitation 
has been aborted as Argentina have been 
diverted to compete in a tournament the 
same month in France. 

‘The United States has expressed some 
Serious desire in wanting to come to 
Australia with’ their Olympic team, as 
have the South Koreans and the Japanese, 

An ‘Olympic Planning Committee’, 
which includes Soccer Australia's heavy- 
weights Neville Wran and David Hill, 
met last Friday night in Sydney to discuss 
urgently needed blueprints to be set down 
for Australia’s preparation towards 
Sydney 2000. 

Unfortunately Soccer Australia suf- 
fered'a managerial setback late last week 
with the sudden departure of the ‘High 
Performance Manager’ Emery Holmik. 
who is believed to be moving across to 
Triathlon. 

Holmik, a former Soccer player with 
St George, proved himself to be a top 
operator during the ‘Three Test Series’ 
against Brazil. 

Blanco urgently needs opposition for 
his Olympic team as Australia, being the 
host nation for the Games in 2000, does 
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not have to play any qualifiers. 

This in itself spells great danger as 
Australia could easily find itself totally 
underdone. 

Do we yet again need further remind- 
ing of the debacle experienced by our 
World Cup side against Iran ,in 
Melbourne last November? 

Australia’s Olympic team must surely 
now be re-classified as being a ‘medal 
chance’, a label that had escaped them 
before Brazil's recent tour. 

New Zealand’s Olympic coach Joe 
McGrath was expected to arrive in 
Sydney yesterday (Monday) for discus- 
sions with Soccer Australia, hoping that it 
will lead to either Australia’s Olympic 
team playing some games over there or 
the Olympic Kiwis coming here for a 
series of friendly matches in June. 

New Zealand must play qualifying 
matches and urgently now seeks warm-up 
games with Australia. 

When contacted last week, Blanco stat- 
ed to ABSW: “Of course I want as many 
international matches as possible. 

“We did extremely well against Brazil. 
But that was only a start. We have a very, 
very long way to go and we badly need 
many more international opponents, 

“J still have at least five more players 
that could make Australia’s Olympic 
squad that took no part in our three recent 
game series against Brazil. 

“All five were not considered for 
selection into my squad because of 
injuries.” 

“For example, Brisbane’s Kasey 
‘Werhman missed all the games against 
Brazil having broken a bone in his foot in 
Malaysia just before the World Youth 
Championships started. 

“Ivan Zelic also broke a bone in his leg 
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in a training session with the Olympic 
squad and has been out of action for more 
than two months. 

“Carlos Gonzales, Sydney Olympic’s 
striker, had an operation on his ankle, 
Michael Garcia from Perth Glory had a 
knee operation and has now recovered 
and Sebastian Sinozic, a strapping stopper 
with Wollongong City, was with us in 
Malaysia but then took off for Europe. 

“But he has had problems with his 
back since returning to Australia. 

“I’m now very pleased to see that 
Sebastian has recovered and has played in’ 
Wollongong’s first-team over the last 
three matches,” he explained. 

Blanco also cautiously and rightly 
added: “With the World Cup Finals in’ 
France starting in June, it can help to dis- 
tract some focus away from our urgent 
preparation needs.” 


Sebastian Sinozic: Wollongong’s 
strapping sweeper. 


4/ Our Women's soccer team are ranked within 
the Top 10. 

‘That brings us neatly to attendances and the 
National Soccer League. 

The NSL has seen a steady increase in 
aulendances over the past three years (in the main 
ddue to Perth Glory we know): 

1 


‘Many parochial fans of so-called Tootbal’ codes, 
look on soccer with disdain when mentioned as the 
‘World Game’. 

‘This is an extremely shallow view held by those 
who cannot sce beyond the end of their nose, 
especially when the facts are there forall to read 
(assuming that most of them can of course!) 

‘The following is a series of FACTS that were 
sent {0 us at the Radio One studios where we 
broadcast, along with a cast of thousands, the 
“Soccer Stop’ show on Wednesday nights, 16204M 
(8:10pm 

TV audience for World Cup USA 94: 36 Billion 


934,682 
1996/97: 1,306,456 

Can Rugby League, already panicking about 
autendances since the ARL/Super League fiasco, 
and/or Cricket combined, match these figures? 
Doubiful, so why are these sports the main topic of 
conversation in the media? Only AFL could 
probably top this figure, maybe, at a pinch, but its 
still a professional sport played in one solitary 
country, although there is a Teague in England at this 
time, 

1's plain to see, it’s there in black and white if 
those who bemoan soccer as a ‘hooligan supported 
sport” would care to register the facts. 

Soccer, or ‘real football’ as most mult-celled 
creatures know it, is a rapidly expanding game. It 
isn't called the World Cup, unlike the World Series 
in America when only two, at best three to four 
nations, play the game and are then crowned as 
‘world champions’, without reason, 

Obviously there are those who will disagree with 
what is writen here but think about this. 

‘A Rugby League diehard will have little, if 
‘anything, to do with any other code of football. A 
Riles follower usually doesn’t even register that 
another code exists, but a soccer supporter will 
watch all three, see the respective merits of each 
sport and enjoy the differing skill. 

The big difference is, the soocer fan will always 
return to the truly ‘global game’ as their first 
sporting love, safe inthe knowledge that, unlike the 
rest, our game will continue to grow, continue to 
attract more fans and players, excite the masses and 
will never be afraid to tell it ike it is — Soccer i the 
No.l world sport, and always will be. 


‘Argue that one away 
Wlicky Crock 


Cricket 9 
Rugby rn) 
Soccer 194 


Countries playing: 


‘96 Olymples’ Soccer fans: 4,364,250 
‘Men's Final 86,117 
Women's Final Te 


485 

‘Compare this to the average Sheffield Shield 
‘attendance of 5,500 or the spectators over a three 
day Test in Sydney (97,000) and then match it with 
the 84,000 at the MCG in November last year (for 
just ninety minutes!) 

‘Still not convinced? Well try these on for size. 

‘The television audience in Japan for the Australia 
{Japan match in February this year was some 10 
million, whilst the Australian audience figure for 
1994 World Cup (bearing in mind that it was 
broadcast at 5.30am) exceeded 2.1 million viewers. 

Let's take a look at World Rankings shall we? 

Rugby League, a sport of some 11 serious (?) 
nations, can look at Australia spending the most time 
at number one, although South A¥rica will probably 
take that mantle in the foreseeable future. 

V/ In soccer, Australia were ranked lower than 
50th in 1995, but rose to 31st in 1997 (out of 194 
countries!) 

Y/ The Olyroo side defeated Brazil three times 
‘out of three, the first time any Brazilian side, at any 
level, has lost three consecutive matches and 
certainly to the same opposition, 

3/ Women make up 35% of the 200 million 
soccer players worldwide, Australia reaching 8% of 
those who play here and growing rapidly, 
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players. 


this period. 


The following letters 
winged their way around 
Australia this week, what will 
be the outcome? 


THE 
RESOLUTIONS 


Dear Sirs, 

RE: CHAIRMAN OF 
SOCCER AUSTRALIA 
LIMITED — MR DAVID 
HILL 

We wish to advise that the 
Commissioners of the 
Victorian Federation and the 
Board of Directors of the New 
South Wales Soccer 
Federation recently passed 
unanimous resolutions 
requesting the immediate 
resignation of Mr David Hill 
as both Chairman and 
Director of Soccer Australia 
Limited as a result of Mr 
Hill’s pre-selection as an ALP 
candidate for the Federal seat 
of Hughes. 

There are a number of 
reasons that support the views 
of both Federations that Mr 
David Hill immediately resign 
and they are briefly delineated 
as follows: 

1, Public Perception 

(a) That Soccer Australia is 
aligned with the ALP or at 
best an ALP sympathiser and 
this is especially so when Mr 
Hill, as Chairman of Soccer 
Australia actually determines, 
formulates and defines soccer 
policy in this country. 

(b) Unfortunately Mr Hill 
has already politicised the 
issue by alleging that one 
critic is a Liberal Party 
sympathiser. 

(c) As a result we could 
possibly alienate a large 
section of the population who 
may be soccer followers and 
Liberal voters. 

2. Government Relations 

(a) Mr Hill's pre-selection 
as an ALP candidate could 
affect grants and funding e.g. 
Australian Sports 
Commission. 

(b) As a Labour candidate 
and/or politician by necessity 
he will be required to be 
critical of other 
politicians/Governments/Prem 
iers etc. whose decisions may 
adversely impact on the 
soccer community. 

(c) It would be extremely 
difficult if not impossible for 
Mr Hill to negotiate with 
other non-Labour 
Governments on behalf of the 
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t is with immense regret that 
BSW announces the passing of 
Nick Matsias, who died last Sunday 
afternoon in the presence of his 
family at his home, He was aged 56. 
Nick was Sydney Olympic’s youth 
convenor since 1986 and was easily the 
club’s most popular administrator 
among the junior, as well as senior, 


For the past three months Nick had 
been suffering from gastro cancer and 
had to be frequently hospitalised during 


A longtime member of the Sydney 
Olympic Soccer Club, Nick Matsias 


THE BATTLE FOR CONTROL 


junior teams. 


VALE — SYDNEY OLYMPIC LOSES 
STERLING SERVANT 


was an outstanding servant for his 
Sydney Olympic the club he loved 
organising countless functions and 
annual awards nights as well as 
supervising all of the Sydney Olympic 


The funeral service will be held 
Wednesday at 2pm All Saints at the 
Greek Orthodox Church in Belmore. 


To his wife Anastasia and two sons, 


Bill and Chris (the latter former Sydney 
Olympic player and then physio), the 
management and staff of ABSW convey 


their sincerest condolences. Bs 


soccer community when he is 
acting as a representative of 
the ALP and its politics and 
policies. 

3. Sponsorship 
Marketing 

(a) Mr Hill’s pre-selection 
as an ALP candidate could 
potentially compromise the 
existing sponsors of Soccer 
Australia as those sponsors 
have entered into contracts 
with Soccer Australia in good 
faith and on a non-political 
basis. 

(b) Sponsors, including 
current sponsors, may be 
reluctant to take out any 
future sponsorship. 

(c) We may be restricting 
Soccer Australia with respect 
to the number and nature of 


and 


sponsors that can be 
approached because of Mr 
Hill's candidacy, 


4, Commitment to Soccer 
Australia 

(a) Mr Hill is Chairman of 
the Sydney Water Board and 
is actively involved in a 
political campaign to get 
elected to the Federal 
Parliament in Canberra and at 
the same time is responsible 
for sensitively restructuring 
Soccer Australia and the 
National Soccer League. 

(b) Mr Hill’s activities and 
political involvement outside 
soccer will affect the 
commitment necessary to 
effectively carry out the job as 
Chairman of Soccer Australia, 

Accordingly, in the 
interests of the game, we 


Nick, you will be missed by all. 


formally request that Mr 

David Hill immediately tender 

his resignation and help 

prevent any further division 

within the Australian Soccer 
community, 

Yours faithfully, 

MR JOSEPH 

BRONDOLINO. 

Chairman, 

Victorian Soccer 

Federation 

MR PETER GRAY 

Chairman, 

NSW Soccer Federation 


THE REPLY 


Office of the President 
The Hon 
Neville Wran 
AC QC 


Dear Sirs, 

I write to you as President 
of Soccer Australia, in 
response to your letter dated 
25 March 1998, addressed to 
all Directors of Soccer 
Australia, 

I wish to point out that 
there is absolutely nothing in 
Soccer Australia’s Articles of 
Association which suggests, 


CITY INDEX 


SPORTS 


Nick Matsias 


‘even remotely, that being a1 
aspirant for political office is; 
disqualification from offic 
within Soccer Australia. 

My own view is that fa 
from soccer losing, it gain 
from political associations 
and the long list of socce 
officials and supporters wh 
have political affiliation 
bears this out, (N.B. lis 
attacted) 

Finally, I think it is ver 
disappointing, after Australi 
has just completed one of i 
most successful tournamen| 
ever with the Olyroos again 
Brazil, that importar 
constituencies of th 
Federation should becom 
involved in what I can on| 
describe as a destabilising at 
thoroughly unhelpful exercis 

Yours sincere 
NEVILLE WRA 


what has been 
written, you 
have your say.., 


Asia-Pacific’s only Index Betting Company 
A Subsidiary of City Index London 


Offering index betting & fixed odds on all major sporting events 


SELECTED | INDEX BETTING FIXED ODDS 
MATCHES |Svpremacy | Total Goals To Win Draw 
Arsenal 0.6 2.4 10-16 21-40 
Newcastle 0.9 ie 9-2 
Man United 0.4 24 4-5 2-4 
Liverpool 07 27 13-4 
Total Goals — An index where you decide whether there will be more or less goals than w 
predict. If you believe there will be 3 or more goals, yo buy at 2.7. If the results is 4-1 (goals 
you would win 2.3 (5 -2.7)times your stake, I you beleve there will be 2 or less goals, you 
sell at 2. 


Outside Australia — Phone +612 6207 2911 


= 1300 65 65 40 
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By John Economos 


ORAN MATIC, 
Marconi’s master- 
coach, was most 
surprised recently to learn 
that a former high-profile 
European goalkeeper was in 
fact now living in Sydney. 
Matic told ‘Good Oil’ last 
night: “I remember this 
goalkeeper very well indeed. 
He is Zlavko Njegus and was 
a former great Olympic 
Games goalkeeper. 
“He used to play for club 
side Mostar in Yugoslavia 
when I was playing. 
“T have played against him 
many times and although I felt 
) Twasn’t too bad in the air, and 
the fact that he was not a tall 
goalkeeper, he would still beat 

me in aerial combat, 


Zoran Matic: Met an old 
friend and legendary 
goalkeeper. 


“T have learned now that he 
and his wife have been living 

in Sydney for the past 18 or so 
months as they have come 
here to study English. 

“After he retired, he went 
and coached RAD of Belgrade 

“Zlavko has also written a 
book on goalkeeping, 

“T honestly believe that this 
man, who himself was a great 
goalkeeper, has immense and 
valuable knowledge that he 
can be used here in Australia 
to teach or coach the finer 
points of goalkeeping which is 
a highly specialised area in 
Soccer, 

“Most importantly, Mr 
Njegus is already here in 
Australia and nobody is aware 
of it,” ended Matic. 
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ARCONI will 
again be making a 
special visit to the 


new Children’s Hospital at 
Westmead. 

The visit will be made on 
‘Thursday April 9 at 10am. 


Left-wingback Brendan 
Renaud, midfielders Mauro 
Van Cuylenberg and Vlado 
|. Zoric, centre-back Dominic 

Longo and captain midfielder 

Brad Maloney will all be 
| going out to visit the sick 

children bearing some 


Marconi gifts (as usual) as a 
pre-Easter gesture, 

Marconi T-shirts, match 
tickets, stickers, Soccer balls 
and Soccer magazines will be 
handed out to the children. 
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To. ES SVS oF 
KARAVATAKIS, 


leading goalscorer last 
season in the NSW SUPER 
LEAGUE, has re-signed 
with his former club and 
NSW Champions, the 
Parramatta Eagles, 

During the State League 
off-season Karavatakis had 
been transferred to Ericsson 
League side Sydney Olympic, 

Steve scored 15 goals for 
the Eagles last season, which 
went a long way to helping his 
side win the Minor 
Championship and topped it 
off by taking out the Grand 
Final as well 

The Eagles, so far this 
season, have had a somewhat 
shaky start but coach Dougie 
Utjesenovic was hoping that 
with Steye’s return to link-up 


the treasured trophy. 

But in France a repetition 
of the ‘94 final will be 
impossible. 


Dunga 


Italy are in Group B whilst 
Brazil is in Group A. 

It’s most likely that these 
two illustrious Soccer nations 
will immediately clash in 
Phase 2, well before the Final. 

The winner of Group A 
ikely to be Brazil) must play 
the runner-up of Group B 
(most likely to be Italy who 
are notoriously slow starters), 


eek: 


Steve Karavatakis 


with his partner-in-crime- 
striker, Saso Petrovski, the 
Eagles would soon fly back on 
course, 

Well that’s exactly what 
happened last Sunday at 
Linwood Park, 

‘The Eagles, trailing by a 
goal to the home side, ended 
up thrashing the Macarthur 
Rams 1-4 with Karavatakis 
opening the score for his team 
seven minutes before the 
break. 


x kk 

‘HO will win this 

year’s World Cup 

in France is on the 
lips of everyone. 


In the last World Cup 
Finals (USA 94), the living 
Brazilian legend Pele 
predicted that the hair-raising 
Carlos Valderrama’s 
Colombian side would crack it 
and thus take out Soccer’s 
‘most coveted trophy. 

And that was from Pele. 

‘Well it’s now history that 
the Brazilian’s had the last 
laugh ‘stealing it’ from Italy 
in the Final 4-2 on penalties. 

Who will forget Franco 
Baresi as well as the then 
divine-ponytailed Roberto 
Baggio, would both fail with 
their spot-kicks that finally 
allowed the great Dunga to lift 


AUL BLANCO, 
Australia’s Olympic 
oach, was asked the 


same question this week by 
‘Good Oil’ on which nations, 
at this stage, he fancied 
taking out the World Cup. 

“Always a very difficult 
question for anyone, 

“But at this stage I'm going 
for Brazil, France, Spain or 
Germany with Nigeria for me 
being a dark horse.” 
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Raul Blanco 


EFEREE EDDIE 
LENNIE, Australia’s 

ily representative at 

this year’s World Cup Final 
will join another 33 referees 


to officiate at least one 
match each in France, 


Thirty three linesmen or 
assistants have also been 
named and appointed for 
France 98 


Lennie told ‘Good Oil’ this 
week: “It’s my first World 
Cup Finals and my 
appointment fulfils a lifetime 
ambition.” 

Our moustachioed man-in- 
black from Perth must report 
to FIFA in Paris by June 4. 

FIFA has already firmly 
instructed all its 67 match 
officials to clamp down hard 
on all tackles from behind. 
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YDNEY’s brand 

spanking new 

Showground at 
Homebush Bay incorporates 
an excellent main arena. 

With a crowd capacity (all 
seated) of just over 20,000, it 
would make a magnificent 
venue for some Soccer club 
such as Sydney United or 
Sydney Olympic. 

The centre or pitch is 
embraced by two very well- 
designed grandstands, both 
with cable-suspended roofing, 
eliminating the need of any 
pylons or pillars that would 
partially obstruct vision. 

‘The new and ultra-modern 
train station, Olympic Park, is 
less than 300 metres from the 
arena, 

The NSW Baseball 
association has already 
grabbed one lease on this 


‘magnificent sporting venue. 
Xx 


NDREW MARTH, 
the heart, soul and 
aptain of the 


Melbourne Knights was last 
week appointed as coach of 
Green Gully in the Victorian 
State League. 

‘Stabber’, as he is known, 
most unfortunately has been 
sidelined for the rest of the 
Ericsson League season by an 


Andrew Marth: Green 
Gully’s new coach, 
injury and Green Gully was 
quick to zip in with their 

coaching offer. 


50s OR 


GOOD OIL GOOD Olt GOOD Oll GOOD 0 


TEFAN KAMASZ, the 
Ericsson League’s 
general manager, was 
quick to dispell unfounded 
rumours that the League 
will be sponsorless next 


“Far from it, We're very 
pleased we'll have Ericsson as 
major sponsor for at least 
another two more years. 

“They have been very 
happy with the exposure 
Soccer has given their 
products and sales figures 
have reflected this.” 
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YDNEY UNITED have 
Iready made 
preliminary inquiries 
to play their Top Six games, 
if they qualify, away from 
the Parramatta Stadium. 

The United players have 
recently been complaining 
about the playing surface 
which is too sandy and 
bumpy. 

United's coach David 
Mitchell told ‘Good Oil’: 
“They have just planted 
winter-grass and it’s murder 


as the ball doesn’t run true. It 
bumps all over the place and 
this could easily lead to some 
nasty injury with misjudged 
tackles. 

The quite obvious 
alternative venue for Sydney 
United's remaining matches 
would be at the Marconi 
Stadium, 

The serious complaint 
about the playing surface has 
already been brought to the 
attention of the Ericsson 
League’s general manager, 
Stefan Kamasz. 


David Mitchell: United's 
player/coach. 


2) MARCONI STADIUM 


THIS SUNDAY NIGHT 
te ee 


KICK OFF — 7.00 pm 
EARLY GAME — 5.00 pm 


con ae 
FRANCIS AWARITEFE 
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EXCITING PLANS FOR 
AUSTRALIA CUP 


NORWAY WIN 
ALGARVE CUP 


WSA has set in motion 

plans to establish an 

anuual-home-based 
international tournament to 
rival the prestigious Algarve 
Cup. 

After discussions with a 
variey of people involved in the 
recently held Algarve 
tournament, the prospects look 
exciting. The-Algarve Cup is an 
eight-nation tournament held 
each year in Portugal, hosted by 
the Nordic powers of Norway, 
Swedenand Denmark, which 
attracts the best teams in the 
world, It is the third biggest 
fixture on the international 
calendar, behind the Olympics 
and the World Cup. 

‘The Australia version, to be 
called the Australia Cup, will be 
held in December each year, 
tying in with the northern 
winter, With the Olympic 
Games in Sydney, nations will 
obviously be looking to play 
here, 

This has been set down for 
December with teams of the 


Young Tal Karp: Could be 


Australia Cup squads? 


calibre of Germany, North 
Korea and Sweden as tentative 
starters, while countries such as 


USA, Italy, Japan, Canada and 
the Netherlands have expressed 
a desrie to be a part of this great 
tournament in the coming 
years. 

In 1999 it is planned that 
this event will extend to six 
nations with the aim of eight by 
the year 2000. 

“We are locking in a four- 
year international calendar 
hich takes in games after the 
2000 Olympics,” explained 
Warren Fisher, chief executive 
‘of the AWSA. 

“It's imperative that along 
with securing the best possible 
preparation for the World Cup 
and Olympics, we ensure a 
legacy of world class 
international comeptition for 
the local fans.” 

Another equally important 
result of these international 
discussions is that Australia is 
almost certain to be included in 
the invitation list for the 
Algarve Cup in both March 
1999 an March 2000, 

‘The two tournaments will 


part of our future 


provide timely and quality 
competition leading into both 
the World Cup and Olympic 
Games, further enhancing our 
chances, 

In addition, Canada have 
committed to a series of games 
here in April 1999, and they 
will return the favour with 
Australia visiting Canada 
enroute to the World Cup in the 
US a couple of months later, 

With such positive moves 
not only will this improve 
Australia as a Soccer nation, it 
may also assist our chances of 
hosting the big one: the World 
Cup of 2003. ” 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


"~ 
AMSAN 


US SUFFER HUGE DEFEAT TO 
SCANDINAVIAN CHAMPS 


ihe Norwegians have done 
it again. They have taken 
out another honour, this time 
the fifth Algarve Cup in 
Portugal, defeating Denmark 


of the worst defeats in the 
nation’s history. 

The Americans were down 
2-0 after just twelve minutes 
and it all just went from bad to 


RESULTS 


in the final 41. worse for the side led by Mia inal: 
An unfortunate draw saw Hamm, one of the greats of the 
two unbalanced pools, with World Game of Soccer. Norway 4 Denmark 1 
superpowers US, Norway and Perhaps a timely reminder to 
China grouped together and coach Tony Di Cicco about the pps 
each finishing with six poins. strength of other nations ‘Third Place: 
China just missed out on the around the world. 
semis with an inferior goal- —Andit seems the Australians USA 3 Sweden 1 
difference. could be part of this prestigious 
The Danish and Sweden tournament in the future, pe : 
topped Pool B with seven _ perhaps they too can surprise Fifth Place: 
points each, the superpowers? : 
Some interesting results The host nation, despite the China 3 Holland 2 
loccurred in the other group advantage of home play did not 
when China beat Norway 1-0, particularly well in this , 
While the US beat China 4-1 tournament, finishing a Seventh Place: 
before they themselves were disappointing eighth. a 
done over by the same score in Finland 2 Portugal 2 
their match against the 5 
jeventual winners Norway; one (4-2 in shootout) 


eee 
PNG TAKE ON AUSSIE} NEWS IN 


CLUB CHALLENG 


wo teams from Papua New Guinea 

are making the journey to Sydney 

to take on some of our best teams 
in this year’s National Club Challenge, 
being held at Christie Park in North 
Ryde. 

‘The Easter weekend event, run annually 
by the AWSA and part of the International 
Womensport Festival, brings together the 
best club teams from around the country 
and overseas, 

Big names include NSW Institute of 
Sport, Marconi, Sydney United and 
Gladesville Ravens, who have received a 
wildcard entry, 

The two sides from PNG are Port 
Moresby and Morobe. 

The Christie Park ground is in North 
Ryde, behind Macquarie University. 


THE AWSA 
NATIONAL CLUB 
CHALLENGE 
10-12 APRIL 


PRELIMINARY MATCHES: 
Two 25 min halves 

FINALS MATCHES: 

Two 35 min halves 


FRIDAY 10 APRIL 


11.30am Gladesville v Port Moresby 
12.40pm Can, City v Marconi Fairfield 


6.20 THIRD V FOURTH 


8.00 CHAMPIONSHIP 
FINAL 


6.50 West Ad v Port Moresby 
8.00 NSW Institute of S v Marconi 


ST ADELAID 
occer Club 


With rivalry at its fiercest there will be 
drama and action aplenty and the 
championship should be a great 
opportuntity to see some top women’s 
teams playing (the Sydney derby between 
United and Marconi should be a cracker). 

Certainly the PNG sides are a bit of an 
unknown quantity but with national team 
selection in the back of their minds, they 
will certainly be no pushover. 


SATURDAY APRIL 11 


11.30 am Port Moresby v Marconi 
12.40 Canberra City v Morobe 

1.50 Gladesville v West Adelaide 
3.00 Sydney Utd v NSW Institute of S 


4,30 Gladesville v Morobe 

5,40 West Adelaide v NSW Inst of S 
6.50 Canberra City v Port Moresby 
8.00 Marconi y Sydney Utd. 


SUNDAY APRIL 12 


11. 30am West Ad v Can City 

12.40 Sydney Utd v Gladesville 

1.50 Morobe v Marconi 

3.00 NSW Institute of S v Port Moresby 


BROWN TELLS 
PLAYERS TO REST i: 


Absent from the national clubs 
challenge and all up-coming club 
competition will be twenty national squad 
players from the AIS. 

At the directive from national coach, 
Greg Brown, he has ordered the players to 
undergo a rest period from competition. 

Brown has stated that: “There won't be _ 
much time for a break between now and | 
Christmas and so it is best that they have 
that rest period now.” 

So girls, enjoy it while you can! 


oa 
fren 
Nes 7 


INDUCTION CAMP 
AT AIS 


‘The national squad of scholarships has 
had an induction session at the AIS. 

“The lectures by the heads of 
departments were taken well by the 
players and very informative,” added Greg 
Brown. 

There is a football program itself, 
constant and full on, the number of 


“Take it easy ... now!,” says national 


training sessions, team and individual coach Greg Brown to our elite 
sessions, weight sessions, sport sciences, players, 
testing requirements, video sessions are options, 


quite impressive. 


1.50 Sydney Utd v West Adelaide 
3.00 Morobe v NSW Institute of Sport. 


4.30 Can. City v Gladesville Ravens. 


AIS squad scholarship holders. 
5.40 Morobe v Sydney Utd 
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Natalie Thomas (right). One of the 


Some have chosen to live there and 
some are making other arrangements to 
live out of a place of their own. 

Certain players are in the throes of 
making employment changes and transfers 
and some have yet to explore any other 


Whatever happens, this is an excitin, 
era and it should produce some rea 
quality players for our future World Cu 
and tournament sides as we move into th 
new millennium. 


@ ABSW 


| [LLAWARRA INSIGHT — 


By Phil Murphy 


teenage midfield prodigy to striker with the 
Wollongong Wolves, 

However recently he reverted back to the midfield 
and he couldn't be happier. 

Wolves coach Nick Theodarakopoulos is also quite 
pleased with the situation. Dimoski was clearly the 
Man-of-the-Match during Wollongong’s important 3-1 
win against Canberra Cosmos st Bruce Stadium last 
week, 


S= Dimoski made a successful switch from 


He occupied the role Michael Reda filled so well 
until his recent injury, Reda had been a ball-winner who 
was equally efficient as a distributor. Theodorakopoulos 
needed someone to fill that role and Dimoski probably 
wasn’t his first choice, 

After all, he started the season as an out-and-out 
striker after scoring eight goals during the Wolves 
successful Waratah Cup campaign. 

The 23-year-old scored eight goals and seemed set 
for a big season leading the attack. 

After three games, however, he suffered a quad 
injury at training and was out of action for nine weeks, 
and when he came back, he suffered weeks of 
frustration on the bench. 

Tt wasn’t until the round 22 game away to Gippsland 
that Dimoski managed a full 90 minutes, 

He played in midfield and made it clear to 
Theodorakopoulos that he had discovered an able 
replacement for Reda, 

After a full game at home against Adelaide Sharks, 
the midfielder had a blinder against the Cosmos. 

He scored a gem of a goal with just three minutes to 
G0 Lo assure his team of the three points, 

He feels this season has been a roller-coaster ride, 

“There were the pre-season goals and I felt really had 
high expectations when the Ericsson Cup started. The 


difficult to sit in the stand watching the games. 

“Gradually I came back through the youth team and 
from the bench and regained full fitness. I am really 
enjoying the role Nick has me playing. My ball control 
is a big asset to me and I am settling down to the task of 
winning tackles. That is something I didn't have to 
concentrate on much playing up front.” 

Dimoski, a real estate agent, made his debut for the 
Wolves when he was just 15, against Heidelberg at 
Brandon Park, and he scored a goal that day. 

Yet he has had more ups-and-downs than most 
national league players during his career, but now he 
describes himself as a more mature player and he just 
‘wants fo continue in his new position and make a major 
contribution to the team. 


My SAP 


Sasho Dimoski ... at just 23 he is an eight-year 
veteran of the Wolves side. 


HARRY’S JUST WILD 
ABOUT NEWCASTLE 


years contract left in 
‘anberra and I have a 
traineeship in sales 
and marketing at the 
club.” 

James has had his 


this season with 
injuries. 

“T had a cartilage 
injury to my left knee 
‘in the middle of the 


vies season which kept me 
pea eas pees out for three weeks. 


Skipper came up against Wien 1 came back 1 


rmer Newcastle Striker Harry James who now 
plays for Canberra Cosmos returned to his 
hometown last Friday night for the all important 
clash against his old 
club, Newcastle 

Breakers. 
The talented 22- 


year-old will return to his old team-mate at 
his home-town over Topper last Friday night, Piaed one gare and | 
the next few weeks weeks,” he added, 


jand spend time with 
his family and friends 
before, and hopefully 


When he was asked how things were going in the 
ACT? 
“Well Tam missing Newcastle but in the same time 1 
: am enjoying Canberra,” James coricluded. 
division 
competition —_ for 


Hamilton Olympic. JOHN 
“If L can help out KOSMINA 

my old club which I 

played most of my 

younger days well on 


jand good,” the talentd 
striker said, 
“Ts 


hopes to play for Hamilton 
Olympic 


have one 


LETTERS 
(Cont on page six) 
MARCH 21: WHAT A MAGIC NIGHT 


By Dwyght Tuttnoll 


TAYLOR GOES 


reen Gully last week parted 
company with Chris Taylor, 
their coach of four years. 

He was sacked after a poor start 
to the year for the Cavaliers, one in 
which they were tipped for 
championship glory. 


injury really hit me hard, I lost my fitness and it was 


VIC VOICE 


OLYROOS BACK 
FOR KNIGHTS 


Ihe Knights welcomed 
goalkeeper Joe Didulica and 
defender Dragi Nastevski back 


into their squad for last 
weekend’s game against UTS 
Olympic. 


Both had been with the Olyroos 
and were missed badly by the 


‘The club had recruited strongly 
in the off-season, bringing in 
players such as Steve Mangos, Nick 
Papadopoulos, John Dimitrelos and 
Ziatko Donev. 

But the new look Cavaliers have 
failed to fire and Taylor became the 
thitd coach this year in the Premier 
League to leave. 

Taylor’s replacement will be. 
injured Melbourne Knights skipper 
Andrew Marth. 

Marth, who will miss the 
remainder of the Ericsson Cup 
season, coached in the Premier 
League last season with St Albans 
Saints. 


4 


Dragi Nastevski: Back on the 
job at Knights Park. 


Knights. 

‘Alan Davidson, who was brought 
‘out of retirement for the Newcastle 
Breakers game, and will retire for 
good after being required for the 
game to cover the many holes in the 
Knights squad. 

Peter Schwellinger, a former 
Knights keeper, on loan from 


Victorian State League club 
Richmond, is no longer needed now 
that Didulica is back. 

The Knights,though, will be 
‘grateful to Schwellinger. 

With their goalkeeping stocks so 

thin (Didulica with the Olyroos and 
youth team Keeper Andrew Belaich 
injured), the Knights were so 
desperate that it looked at one stage 
as if Andrew Marth would play in 
goal. 
A dispute saw number two 
‘keeper Vilson Knezevic move from 
the club, leaving the Knights no one 
to play in goal. 

Even a couple of days before 
their round 23 game with Adelaide 
City, the Knights didn’t know who 
was going to keep goal for them. 
Just to be safe, in their weekly 
media release giving their likely line 
-up for the upcoming game, the 
Knights named Marth in goal, 

Worden has had to battle against 
suspensions, injuries and player 
disputes all season, one that he has 
described as his hardest ever as a 
coach. 

Despite all this, the Knights are 
still on course for a place in the 


Dear Sir, 

Twas one of the 20,000 fans who shared the joyous 
atmosphere of the Parramatta Stadium on March 21 this 
year, to witness the Australia v Brazil game. I wasn't 


}} Sure whether I was dreaming or if it was a dream come 


true, to see the young Olympic team, who are loyal 
disciples of Raul Blanco. 

It was sensational to see our year 2000 Olympic 
players defeat Brazil in the first game, let alone to beat 
them two more times. 

1 feel sorry for all Australian fans like me, as there 
seems to be a lack of news about Soccer. Even news 
about the Australian national team and local clubs like 
Marconi. Maybe Soccer Australia need a few tips on 
how to advertise soccer games properly. This needs to 
happen so as to wake up the sleeping giants of 
Australian Soccer. 

Again and again I think to myself that I have 


emigrated to the wrong country, as soccer is taking off 
very slowly, 

This morning I heard on the radio that Harry Kewell 
has quit the Australian team because Soccer Australia 
didn’t listen to his injury appeal from his club which 
has made FIFA suspend him for one match. | must 
confess I am deeply hurt over Harry’s absence. 

Opening old wounds, | even cried when Australia 
failed to win the qualifying games for the World Cup. 

Lino Carvalho 
Hinchinbrook, NSW. 

Editor's note, 

You are absolutely right, it was an incredible night 
and yours truly and the ABSW team, like yourself, had 
one of the best evenings in a long time. Yes there is a 
lack of Soccer news in the media but rest assured we 
will always bring you the best in Oz and World news. 


DON’T GO BRETT, SAY FANS 


Dear Sir, 

I would just like to take my hat off to a player who 
can only be described as a class act and a true 
champion: Brett Emerton, He has shown what 
Australian soccer can become. 

After being handed the captaincy of the Olyroo side, 
Tand many others believed the pressure would hinder 
his performance. Not only did he prove us wrong, he 
made us look like idiots by putting on an explosive 
display that totally ripped the Brazilians to shreds, 

It didn’t stop there though. 

After playing the final game in Perth, he hopped on a 
midnight flight to Sydney and played for UTS Olympic 
against Brisbane the following night. 

Tt was assumed that he would be lethargic after the 
exertions of the previous week and, probably, would 
only last for the first-half. Wrong again as he, along 
with a first class UTS side, made Brisbane look like a 
Federation Division Two side as Emerton made dashes 
though the midfield, brushing off players effortlessly 
and playing a major role in the victory. 

To add to all of this, he made a statement that he is 
staying in Australia until the 2000 Olympic Games. This 
is great for Australian soccer as he is certainly an 
attraction to the game. He is the ultimate soccer player 
in possessing speed, skill, awesome strength, balance, 
co-ordination and, the biggest asset of all, he is only 18- 
years-old and is someone who the younger players will 


benefit from as long as he is in Australia, 

But, to the most important part of this letter, and this 
is for Brett if he is reading this, Please don’t move to 
Northern Spirit, You will have heard the crowd's 
appreciation for you against Brisbane, it will be double 
next year, especially with the progression currently 
taking place at Olympic. 

You won’t get that if you move to the Spirit, | 
guarantee it and can only say that we are all pleading 
with you to stay at Olympic, 

N, Andonakis, 
Monterey, NSW 


Editor’s note, 

I well remember feeling this way when I was told 
Liam Brady was to leave Arsenal in 1980, it gets to us 
all eventually. If the player is to move to another club 
within Australia, wish him the best of luck, especially 
when he turns out for a national team. Emerton was 
quite magnificent in the Olyroo Challenge, his 
captaincy was remarkable and, if there were any 
doubts, he has shown that he can lead the full national 
side in the future. Good on him, although he would be 
the first to admit that he couldn't have done what he did 
in the matches against Brazil without the help of the 
other ten players. You forgot to mention his humility. 
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“PM GLAD! |/ 


Dear Sir, 

Iam glad David Hill is 
entering politics and thereby, 
hopefully, vacating his pre- 
sent position as Chairman of 
Soccer Australia, 

Having been involved in 
Soccer as a Player, Coach & 
Committeeman for over 40 
years, I am amazed with what 
Soccer Australia is getting 
away with, 

How can any major spon- 
sor, for that matter any 
Sponsor, be persuaded to sup- 
port any national league club 
financially when there is the 
uncertainty of not knowing 
whether the club they may 
wish to support will be 
included in, say, the 1998/99 
season, or any future season? 

This uncertainty has been 
held over the heads of a num- 
ber of clubs with almost half 
of the season still in progress. 

‘The decision date has been, 
for many dubious reasons, 
changed on numerous occa- 
sions, Club administrators, 
coaches, players and support- 
ers would have to be on edge 
not knowing whether they are 
in or out, which would cer- 
tainly not help the clubs in 
question to function to their 
fullest capacity. 

A simple solution would be 


to finish the season then give 
clubs sufficient time to re- 
apply and advise the clubs at 
least four months before the 
new season starts if their bid 
were successful or not, thus 
allowing them time to plan, in 
a proper manner. 

I personally think that ex- 
Socceroo goalkeeper Jack 
Riley, with his vast knowl- 
edge of Soccer and business 
administration, would be right 
person to replace David Hill’s 
overbearing ‘I’ attitude. 

Soccer in Australia will 
never go ahead with an 
administration led by David 
Hill. 

So please Mr Hill, go into 
politics, vacate your present 
position with Soccer Australia 
and never return to the game 
of Soccer in any way, shape 
or form. 


HLA. Richter 
Morwell, Vic, 


Editor's note: 

Strongly worded and no 
doubt straight from the heart. 
Tt would seem that more and 
more are becoming disillu- 
sioned with SA at present but 
I reiterate my comments of 
the ‘Dear Raul’ letter (bottom 
right). 


RE: HILL 
APOLOGISTS 


_Dear Sir, 

Re the ‘Hill apologists’, 
actions speak louder than 
words, 

The recent highly success- 
ful Brazil Olympic tour only 
underlines my criticisms of 
Hill in capital letters, 

Without the slightest input 
from the ‘irreplaceable’ (self- 
styled) maestro, the brains 
trust at SA and, dare I say it, 
OZ TEL, the series was the 
most successful by an oyer- 
seas team for many a year. 

Compare this with the 
miserable fare of few and far 
between friendly internation- 
al matches played in 
Australia under the direction 
of Hill and the brains trust at 
SA. 

It’s worth remembering 
one of his first of many 
empty promises when he 
declared he would ensure 
that Australian teams play a 
minimum of 12-16 friendly 
international matches each 
year against quality oppo- 
nents in Australia. 

We all knew what he 


delivered: NZ, Japan, Korea} 
etc, Who was it that coined) 
the phrase. ‘You can fool) 
most of the people most of| 
the time within certain lim- 
its” 

1 believe Hill's passion for| 
soccer would best be served by} 
him joining Sir Arthur George| 
at the new Sydney Olympic. 

Soccerwise, Sir Arthur and| 
Hill haye much in common, 
Hill would be invaluable in} 
assisting Sir Arthur in his quest! 
to secure players in Eastern 
Europe and Latin America for 
the new Sydney Olympic. 

This is not some sarcastic 
put-down but a serious sug- 
gestion. 

R. Melor, 
Bondi, NSW. 


Editor's note: 
Bach to their own and| 
though I may not agree with| 
everything you say, I'll fight) 
for your right to say it. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


number for verification. 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 


‘The Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
British Soccer 
Weex.y 


[shore letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column, 


Dear Sir, 

‘The latest rumour doing the rounds at the 
moment is that Melbourne wants to host the 
Ericsson Cup Grand Final every year, because 
the Australia v Iran game was a huge success 
last November, generating $2,7 million in ticket 
sales and benefiting the local economy by $35 
million. 


Although I live in Queensland, I wonder 
who the hell do Melbourne think they are, by 
just mentioning or even thinking about such a 
ridiculous statement? 

Playing the Grand Final in Melboume, at the 
MCG every year, won't mean you will get an 
85,000 crowd all the time, especially if two 
interstate teams play one another. 

Also, Sydney's Olympic Stadium comes on 
line in a couple of years time, which will be 
just as big as the MCG. But the main reason it’s 
a bad idea is because you need to reward the 
top two sides by playing the Grand Final on 
their home ground, not someone who has fin- 
ished in a lower position on the ladder. 

The Melbourne public, and the Kennett gov- 
emment, should stop dreaming about grabbing 
all the big ticket events for Melboume, like the 
Ericsson Cup Grand Final every year, because 
it just won't happen. The last thing that Soccer 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


GRAND FINAL AT 
THE MCG? 


Australia needs is for a city like Melbourne to 
pick and choose which games it wants and 
doesn’t want. 

Sydney 2000 is a good example. First they 
wanted them, then they didn’t, until they got 
the Iran match last November. Now they want 
them again including all future finals matches, 
even if there is no Melbourne team involved! 


ot 


SYDNEY 2000 
ORD 


All hell should freeze over before Melbourne 
ever hijack the Soccer Grand Final on a regular 
basis. They must be worried about losing the 
AFL Grand Final to Sydney in a couple of 
years time, therefore they need a replacement. 
Like I said earlier Jeff, keep on dreaming, 

D. Scullino, 
Nerang, Qld. 


Editor's note: 

It would be very short-sighted indeed if the 
Grand Final were to be awarded to Melbourne 
each year. What if Brisbane and Perth made it 
through, or Wollongong and Marconi for exam- 
ple? I'd put it all down to idle newspaper talk 
and more of a ‘tongue-in-cheek’ comment from 
those involved ... surely? 


HOW.......? 


With my help you’ll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 


At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 
Will come to you 
ILIAS ORFANIDIS 

© 0419 622 685 


9601 1761 A.H. 
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Raul Blanco: A job very well-done, says S. 
Sassinis of Victoria. 


MATCH DAY 


PROGRAM 


Dear Sir, 

Tam a Carlton supporter, 
(in my first season) and I 
would like to say, why 
doesn’t Soccer Australia pro- 
duce their own match day 
programs for all the clubs 
around Australia, instead of 
the clubs wasting time pro- 
ducing their own programs 
and making the price of the 
program different all around 
Australia? 

For example, South 
Melboyrne’s program is $2, 
Melbourne Knights are at $1 
while the Carlton program 
sells for $2 and Wollongong 
City’s is $1, see what I mean’? 
All programs should sell for 
the same price all around 
Australia and to be made by 
Soccer Australia alone, not 
the clubs, 

Also, Soccer Australia 
should include statistics for 
the clubs in the program, like 
head-to-head figures between 


the clubs and others. 

Further, Soccer Australia 
should employ people to sell 
the programs around the 
grounds around the country. 

So wake up to yourselves 
Soccer Australia and do these 
things that I mentioned above, 
just like the AFL does. 

Nick Apostolakos 
Coburg, Victoria. 


Editor's note, 

A single match day pro- 
gram is not a priority. Itis a 
source of extra revenue for 
the clubs, just as itis for most 
of the major football teams 
around the world, 

Much as a single match 
day program has merit, who 
would reap the profit, and 
more importantly, who would 
do all the work? 

The clubs would provide 
the info, just as they do now. 


OPEN LETTER 
TO RAUL 


Dear Raul, 

Congratulations for your 
three successes, 

The main difference 
between our Olyroos and the 
Brazilians is the playmaking 
skill and, of course, the result 
of it, is possession. 

Our players are physically 
superior and more enthusias- 
tic than their opponents but in 
the playmaking dept, as we 
all noticed I'm sure, the 
Brazilians were superior. 

‘Three of our players were 
equally as good in this area 
and two came quite close to 
them, but not the rest of the 
Olyroos. 


According to what has 
been said in the past by dif- 
ferent Soccer personalities, 
including Johany Warren, the 
surest way to increase the 
skill of a player with the ball 
is to play ‘Futsal’ (indoor soc- 
cer). 

The reason for that is quite 
simply that the confined, lim- 
ited space available for this 
game compels the player to 
increase his skills in playmak- 
ing to mark and pass his 


adversary. 

Tam sad to say that not 
enough Futsal is played in 
Australia, If we do not 
increase Futsal playing, espe- 
cially during our off-season, 
we will always struggle and 
rely only on passes, speed and 
physical superiority. 

Futsal is the answer to our 
quest for world supremacy in 
Soccer, because we have 
everything else except play- 
making, Brazil was for many 
years, and still is now, the 
‘World Champion in Futsal. 

This explains the content 
of my letter and on this, I resi 
my case. 

Please convey my regard: 
to Les Scheinflug, 

S. Sassinis 
Nth Carlton, Vic 

Editor's note: 

Over the last couple o| 
years I have often ventures 
‘out to Lidcombe (Sydney) 
watch a few indoor game} 
and the skill level has beet 
fantastic, You are quite righ 
in what you say and please b 
assured, Messrs Blanco ani 
Schienflug will be aware a 
your praising comments. 

It’s great to hear some pos 
itive news and praise for ou 
coaches for a change. 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA 


Southern Division 


The top four places in the Southern Division will be decided in 
the very last round following a series of interesting results in Round 
25. Melbourne Knights and newcomer Carlton are battling for the 
minor premiership, while Bullen and the Victorian Institute of 
Sport are contesting the final place in the play-offs, The Knights 
have a much superior goal difference, plus 61 to Carlton's plus 44 
after this weekend's matches. 

‘The VIS and Bullen showed how close they have been all sea- 
son when they played at two-all draw at Kim Reserve on Saturday, 
Matthew Colina put Bulleen ahead in 17 minutes following by a 
goal from Denis Vuicinic in 36 minutes, Billy Petrovski pulled a 
goal back for the VIS just on the stroke of half-time, but there was 
only six minutes left when Mustafa Mustafa grabbed the equaliser. 
Bullen finishes its program on 33 points, but if the VIS can beat 
Heidelberg United on Saturday it will go to 34 points, A draw or loss 
and Bulleen isin the play-offs, 

Heidelberg tuned up for its final clash with a four-two win over 
the South Melbourne Rockets at Olympic Village. Erhan Bayraktar 
put the Rockets in front on 18 minutes and John Maragos equalised 
for the Bergers, Peter Pasgas gave the home team the lead, then 
Bayraktar scored a second brilliant goal to restore parity early in the 
second-half, The Bergers added two more goals for victory. 

Altona Magic and Albury Wodonga brought forward their 
Round 26 match to Saturday at Paisley Park with the Magic coming 
out on top by ten goals to two, Pece Cergoyski’s hat-trick was the 
highlight coming in 2, 28 and 65 minutes. The other goals were 
spread around among Bill Trpcevski, Zoran Mickovski, Vance 
Bosevski, Steve Bogdanovski and Daniel Vasilevski. Jason Pearce 
equalised Cergovski opener in 5 minutes, and Quentin O'Grady did 
the same after Trpcevski made it two, so the visitors were in the 
game during the first-half, but were overwhelmed as the match wore 
on, 

Though Anthony Pardo gave Gippsland Falcons an early lead 
after 4 minutes against Carlton at Olympic Park, the Dark Blues 
rebounded with a vengeance, scoring cight goals without reply. 
Jovanco Novacevski scored a hat-trick in 25, 51 and 81 minutes, 
while Alex Josifovski and Cameron Pino had doubles and Vlado 
Mrkovic also scored three minutes into the second-half. 

Melbourne Knights effectively wrapped up the minor premier- 
ship with a three-one win over Bentleigh Greens for whom Franco 
Melino scored its only goal. 


Northern Division 


‘The outstanding issue in the Northern Division is the last place in the top 
four with Queensland Academy of Sport having completed its program on 37 
points and a goal difference of 21. Sydney United is in contention for this 
spot after beating Olympic Colts on Sunday. United has 36 points, but a 
poorer goal difference, so it must win its last game next week away to 
‘Wollongong City. 

‘There was one match from Round 24 played this week, when Sydney 
United just scraped home by three goals to two over the NSW Institute of 
Sport. ‘The Institute had early chances through Dylan McAllister and Simon 
Catanzaro, but it was Daniel Kukucka who broke the deadlock with the open- 
ing goal for United. Joel Griffiths then latched on to long free kick for a sec~ 
ond goal, lobbing the ball over the keeper. Jamie McMaster, who has been 
offered a contract by Leeds United, then showed his class with an outside of 
the left foot shot in 68 minutes for the Institute, Gavin Hartje, at fifteen, was 
outstanding in the midfield and the five members of the current Joeys squad 
all showed up well, Dean Culina latched on to rebound to extend the United 
lead but the Institute kept fighting. Young Socceroo squad member Paul 
‘Weame put a shot just over the bar, then Shane Cansdell-Sheriff set up Steve 
Dimitrievski fora second goal for the Institute near the end. 

Newcastle Breakers had a sound three-nil win over ACTAS. Two first 
half goals by Peter Juchniewiz and Chad Mansley in 22 and 27 minutes 
respectively gave the Breakers its early advantage, which was reinforced by 
Joshua Maguire in the second-half. When Dale Wingell picked up a red ard 
‘any chance of an ACTAS fightback disappeared. 

Queensland Academy of Sport downed Marconi Fairfield by seven 
{goals to nil to complete its home and away season, Russell Miner was the star 
with a hat-trick and there were doubled by Daniel Invincible and Chris Day. 
‘The result throws down the challenge to Sydney United for the last spot in 
the play-offs. 

UTS Olympic confirmed second spot on the ladder with a five one awiy 
win over Sydney United Colts, It was pretty even early on with both sides 
creating chances, but Olympic proved the better finishers. Leon Alexiou 
scored a hat-trick starting in 15 minutes and with two more in the second 
half. Jason Kenceyski equalised in 50 minutes, but Alexiou’s second fol- 
Jowed two minutes later. Jim Bakis in 65 and Jose Perez in 89 completed the 
Olympie scoring, 

‘Sydney United downed a plucky UTS Olympic Colts team by three 
goals to one. Robert Angievski scored twice late on, in 72 and 89 minutes 
‘after the Colts had led by an og: for much of the game. Joel Griffiths’ 
equaliser in 52 set up the exciting finish which was settled by Angievski's 
double strike. 

‘There was an eight goal thriller at Marconi Stadium between the Colts 
and NSWIS. Mark Hagger put the home team in front in six minutes, fol- 
owed by a Zeljko Babic goal in twelve. Then Institute goals by Anthony 
Doumanis in 29 and Simon Catanzaro in 34 and 49 and Daniel Watkins 
grabbed another on the hour for the away side.. There was another furry at 
the death as Haggar scored again in 87 to narrow the gap, only for Anthony 
‘Mondello to settle matters in the last minute for a 5-3 win to the visitors. 


By Roy Hay 
Southern Division 

P w D is F A Pts 
Melbourne Knights 20 18 0 2 85 24 54 
Carlton 19 17 ) 2 55 11 51 
Gippsland Falcons 19 13 2 4 45 26 4 
Bulleen Inter 20 10 3 7 35 28 33 
vis 19° «(9 4 6 44 23 31 
BentleighGreens 20 8 2 10 29 37 26 
Heidelberg United 19 ve ee 10 29 52 23 
South Melbourne 19 5 3 "1 37 34 18 
AlburyWodonga 20 5 1 148 46 16 
Altona Magic 20 «4 2 14 31 73 14 
Sth Melb Rockets 19 1 1 7 15 79 4 


Sydney United 21 10 


Northern Division 
P Ww ie F A Pts 
AIS 21 15 4 74 21 47 
UTS Olympic 21 13 4 68 31 43 
Wollongong City 21 1 5 4 38 38 
OAS 22 "1 y i 51 30 37 
5 
6 
10 


AOTIANEBADAND BJ 


Newcastle Breakers 21 9 48 36 33 
Marconi Fairfield 21 9 40 46 29 
Marconi Fairfield C 21 7 10 35 50 25 
ACTAS 22 5 10 25 56 22 
NSWIS 21 4 12 31 51 17 
Sydney United Colts 21 4 14 24 63 15 
UTS Olympic Colts 21 3 14 30 68 13 


Leading Goalscorers 


Southern Division 


Adis Kablar Melbourne Knights 14 
John Kalabric Melbourne Knights 14 
Jovanco Novacevski Carlton 13 
Zoran Petrevski VIS 12 
Northern Division 
Mile Sterjovski AlS/Sydney United 25 
Mark Hagger Marconi Fairfield Colts 22 
Joe Bruni Marconi Fairfield 14 
Jim Bakis E UTS Olympic 12 
found 25 

semen nso Round 26 

WEDNESDAY 1 APRIL visit 
NSWIS 2: McMaster, Dimitrievski et Caaee 

Se icane Heidelberg United v Vi ts (4pm Olympic Vilage) 


Sunday 12 Li 
Clppeen Falcon v Soh MeBoune Fccets (apm Febona ast) 


‘SATURDAY 4 APRIL. ‘South Melboume v Carton (4.30pm, Bob Jane Stadium) 
SAT Merah ayheble Dey. eee 
Marconi Fairfield: 0. shear 
Sydney United Colts 1: Kencesk Northern Division 
UTS Olympic 5: Alexiou 3, Perez 5. Saturday 11 April 
SUNDAY 5 APRIL NSWIS v AIS (6pm, Valentine Park) 


Marconi Faitield Colts 3: Hagger 2, UTS Olympic Cotts v Marconi Fairfield Colts (5pm, St George Stadium) 


Babic. 
NSWIS 5: Catanzaro 2, Dounanis, Sunday Se ee 
Watkins, Mondello. UTS Olympic v Newcastle 


UTS Olympic Colts 1: (0.8) 
Bye Wollongong City, AIS. 


Round 25 B Melbourne Knights 3: veer note Ue poled 
panei. Bentleigh Greens 1: Melino ce fave not epi 
i ited 4: Maragos, Carlton 8: Novacevski 3, Josiofvski © ABSW’s corresponde! 
Meng poh oe 2, Pino 2, Mrkovic) ae the aie anton 
a) Mees 2 Be ‘Altona Magic, South Melboume, have it we can’t poneeh 
Vis 2: Petrovski, Mustafa. ‘Albury-Wodonga all byes. it. Simp! 
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NSW SUPER 
YOUTH LEAGUE RD 4 
G13 GH4- G5 
Manly War v Blacktown City 1-0 of 03 
Marconi Fait v Eastern Subs 0-3, 10-20 
Sutherland v Newcastle Bre 2-4 61 24 
Wollongong C v Sydney Oly 1-3 02 16 
Parramatta Ev Sydney Utd 1-3 0-0 a4 
Macarthur Rv SouthemD 2-4 1-2 13 
G\ville Homsby v Leichhardt 1-0 44 33 
SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 13 
PwoterA 
Newcastle Breakers 5 4 1 0 4 5 
Sydney Olympic 4 4 0 07 4 
Eastem Suburbs 4 SR Macatee ss: 
‘Sutherland Shire 43) S00 AO § 
Manly Warringah ASS) Oh 166 
Parramatta Eagles Cia oe ee eae 
Southem Districts as ear hah toa 
Gladesvile Homsby As 200 CR a m4 ico 
Macarthur Rams TR tl ee ea 
Wollongong City 4 MsOy Ske 
Blacktown City 4 tet ON BE, Sis? 
Sydney United 44,0) 9 4 48 
Leichhardt Tigers 4.0 0 4 49 
Marconi Fairfield M20 SONS AL B18 
GRADE 14 
PS We De LS PK 
Southem Districts 84 to 16s 
Sydney Olympic 44 0 0 1 
Blacktown City 4 4 0 09 4 
Wollongong City tll a a AE Ma 
Gladesville Homsby sieley ie Hime at Jona 
Sydney United Als 2k Loge de treats 
Sutherland Shire 42.20). Pesite 
Macarthur Rams re toerito Dada 
Newcastle Breakers 5 Japan aah 
Marconi Fairfield deer Sot 6 
Leichhardt Tigers CBR ECE cag nts 
Parramatta Eagles cian eat ener teel Perey 
Eastem Suburbs 4-0 1 9h Oe 1, 
Manly Warringah 4 O'S ths 8 Oreo 
GRADE 15 
PwWwotLeEA 
Gladesville Homsby 43 N06 10-3 
Sydney Olympic tea et eee ep toe) 
Marconi Fairfield 7 ae ee i i 
Parramatta Eagles 4 cSRO tee 2 
Blacktown City Ave SSTRO)E er 
Sydney United bh  Beetie och SB ath 
Sutherland Shire A, 2) pO Oa aia 8 
Souther Districts $2522 NOM a oe 
Newcastle Breakers ee Yoo Viera Sia Fs 
Leichhardt Tigers pes eet ies aes Sei) 
Manly Warringah ZS homes iy 5 
Eastem Suburbs I seta ape iat niet 
Wollongong City d& 1° 208i oak 14. 
Macarthur Rams 40046 17 
GRADE 16 
Pe sWiG Dias e E> TA 
Parramatta Eagles 44 0 0% 4 
Gladesville Hornsby pee leet Lae bet year 
Marconi Fairfield 2 ig ee ea 
Sydney Olympic Cee eet (oie Pees) 
Sutherland Shire bn Ponlllpeee es 
Newcastle Breakers 5) 0 Oren Se ni6u 9) 
Sydney United 42 0 2 6 9 
Southem Districts Sa. {estas Tans 
Manly Warringah eee 1h aoe 
Eastem Suburbs (ey baer Boa teers 
Blacktown City 7S ir Ree one 
Leichhardt Tigers weft 2 6.9 
Wollongong City SI ess Sal en Sea | 
Macarthur Rams ce ae aes 
COMBINED TABLE 
POW ESD L Fuad 
‘Sydney Olympic 16 190 Ap Qn Bt 
Gladesville Hornsby 16 10 2 4 2 16 
Southem Districts 2 9 4 6 40 oF 
Parramatta Eagles 169 3 4 3 21 
Newcastle Breakers 2 9 2 9 3 4 
Sutherland Shire 1% 9 1 6 3% 2 
Blacktown City 1% 9 1 6 2 17 
Sydney United 16,7 2) _ Te lobi sas 
Marconi Fairfield 16 1 9 4 9 
Manly Warringah 15 4 7 12 2 
Eastem Suburbs 16 5.22) 92h. 27, 
Wollongong City 164 3 9 16 26 
Macarthur Rams 16 2 4 10 23 33 
Leichhardt Tigers 16 2 4 10 29 42 
1998 


NekENCO=HarNG0O 


xs 


behaht-o-nee 
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courssaaovooooda 


| ADELAIDE CITY setsssssssssssessessseseened 


ADELAIDE SHARKS. ......cccscsseseseeseee 


yar in the top six with 
an entertaining 3-1 victory 
over cross town rivals 
Adelaide Sharks at 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 

The local derby had all the 
flair and punch of the great 
derbies of the world with this 
‘one an exceptional spectacle 
with a totally amazing 30 
minutes which had it all. 

An early Sharks goal then 
followed by a rare Alex Tobin 
penalty miss added the sparkle 
to win over the big crowd. 

The Zebras started with 
Michael Brooks in at the 
expense of Brad Hassell. The 
Sharks changed _ their 
formation after replacing the 
suspended trio of Corey 


Artone, Richie Alagich and 
Jose Iriarte, Lou Hristodolou 
started his first match in 
Adelaide and it was great to 
see Jim Tsekinis back in 
action (even though he started 
from the bench). 


The match was only three 
minutes old when the Sharks 
had the first goa! of the match. 
A Frank Tibaldi free found an 
unchallenged Branko 
Milosevic who headed home 
from three metres, 


‘The Zebras had a chance to 
equalise via the penalty spot 
after they were awarded a 
dubiuous penalty when 
Michael Brooks was upended. 
Tobin stepped up to take the 
kick yet blasted the ball 
against the crossbar and out of 
play. 

However, the Zebras 
equalised after stringing more 
than ten passes together. Mark 
Yates found Brooks on the 
edge of the box who made 
space and blasted the ball into 
the back of the net. 

This kick-started City and 
Milan Ivanovic was the leader 
of the pack with an 
inspirational match, and in the 
end the undisputed Man-of- 
the-Match. 

In the 20th minute Damian 
Mori stepped up a gear, 


rounded the Sharks defence 
and found Brooks whose final 
effort bounced of his knee and 
out of danger. 

Two minutes later the 
Zebras had their second of the 
night when again they strung 
passes together. This time 
Yates, Brad Armour and 
Brooks all had a hand in the 
goal, with Mori lifting the ball 
onto his right boot and 
yolleyng into the top comer. 

Right on the half hour the 
Zebras had their third when 
Ivanovic broke out of defence 
and charged forward, releasing 
Kris Trajanovski, and with 
triangular passes worked their 
way to the Sharks penalty box. 
Trajanovski found Brooks 
who did the rest for the Zebras 
to command a 3-] lead. 

The Sharks opened the 


| MELBOURNE KNIGHTS ...ccccsseeeene 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC....scsccscsssssersecsseeel 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


‘elbourne Knights kept 

their finals dream 
flickering with a hard fought 
2-1 win over UTS Olympic 
on Sunday. 

‘The Knights, down to ten 
then after Joey Rajher was 
sent-off in the 55th minute, 
scored the winner five minutes 
from time 

Whilst Olympic’s chances 
of playing in the finals went 
down in flames, the Knights 
set up a potential blockbuster 
match this week when they 
travel to Marconi, 

‘A win against Marconi will 
see the Knights in the finals, 
for the eighth time in nine 
seasons, 

“Marconi away is going to 


be difficult,” said Knights 
coach Ken Worden, “but 
Whatever happens, happens.” 

The Knights started off 
strongly but it was Olympic 
who came closest to scoring in 
the early exchanges. 


Some clever work from 
Brett Emerton saw him make 
the space for a shot that 
crashed against the upright. 

It was about the only 
contribution the Olyroo 
skipper made all night, kept 
very quiet by Ivan Jolic in a 
job that Worden praised him 


for afterwards. 

“Jolic was brilliant on 
Emerton, he did exactly the 
job T asked him to do,” 

The Knights broke through 
and took the lead seven 
minutes before half-time. 

Ante Kovacevic played a 
long ball out of defence and 
Ivan Kelic was first on the 
Scene to beat Bob Catlin with 
a terrific job. 

Ten minutes into the 
second-half, the Knights job 
was made even harder with 
the dismissal of Rajher. 

He was booked in the 33rd 
minute and then received a 
second caution from referee 
Mark Shield. 

The Knights then missed 
two golden opportunities 
which could have proved to 
have been costly. 


In the 60th minute they 
were three onto one; Jolic, 
Pondeljak and Nastevski had 
just Adam Ciantar and Catlin 
to beat but some untimely 
dithering allowed Olympic to 
clear the ball to safety, 

Shortly after they were in a 
similar situation, but this time 
they managed to get a shot in, 
although Jolic should have 
done better than spray his shot 
wide of the post. 

It looked as though the 
Knights would regret those 
missed chances when Walter 
Ardone equalised in the 72nd 
minute, 

With time and space from 
25 metres he fired a shot that 
never looked like going 
anywhere but the net. 

‘A draw was no good for 
Olympic and relentless 


CARLTON wscscssssstecstsesecscseed GIPPSLAND FALCONS.. 


By ona Rigas 


Cie cemented a place 
in the top six with 4-1 
win over Gippsland Falcons 
at Olympic Park on Sunday 
night. 

The victory was helped by 
the fact that Gippsland played 
most of the match with ten 
men, and an Andy Vlahos hat- 
trick, 

Levent Osman was sent-off 
by referee Brett Hugo for his 
second bookable offence in 
just the 14th minute, 

Carlton’s win also gives 
them a real opportunity of 
securing second place, 
ensuring that at least one 
Melbourne side will make this 


season’s Grand Final. 

Both sides came close to 
breaking the deadlock early in 
the game, notably Carlton's 
John Markovski, who hit the 
side netting in the eighth 
minute. 

Tn the 26th minute Carlton 
striker Vlahos opened the 
scoring. 

Markovski’s magical pass 
found Vlahos who, one-on- 
one with Falcons keeper Bodo 
Jeudjevic, slotted home. 

Joe Tricarico nearly put the 
Falcons level shortly after 
when he took on the defence 
but Dean Anastasiadis palmed 
away his shot. 

“At half-time I told the 
players to be patient for about 
ten or fifteen minutes,” said 


Carlton coach Eddie Kmeevic 
afier the game. 

“The players did that and 
we killed off the game with 
the second goal.” 

Carlton were well on top in 
the second-half, hardly giving 
the Falcons a sniff. 

In the 56th minute 
Markovski had a shot blocked 
by Jeudjevic and Lubo 
Lapsansky pounced but 
Clayton Bell was on hand to 
clear the ball off the line. 

Soon after Carlton were 
denied by another goal-line 
clearance. 

Markovski, a menace to 
Gippsland all night, had a 
header which was cleared this 
time by Claudio Canosa. 

Vlahos scored his second of 


the game in the 70th minute. 

Markoyski and Kresimir 
Marusic combined to set him 
up, and his expert finish was 
too good for Falcons keeper. 

Six minutes later Carlton 
were 3-1 ahead with Marusic 
playing through substitute 
Mark Bresciano, whose first 
time shot found its target. 

The Falcons though, 
grabbed a consolation ten 
minutes from the final whistle. 

Luke Cheney, 17, scored 
with his first touch just four 
minutes after coming on for 


What a and 
something he will never 
forget. 

Carlton still had another 
goal left in them and, fittingly, 
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second half with conviction 
and Milosevic presented Alex 
Duric with a perfect 
opportunity to narrow the 
deficit but his final effort from 
five metres was wasted, 

In the 58th minute 
Trajanovski had the perfect 
opportunity for the Zebras to 
go further ahead when his shot 
from close range was 
brilliantly saved by Miller. 

The Zebras held firm for 


Magnificent Milan: All class in the big derby 


the final half an hour with the 
Sharks unable to break 
through. 

The black and whites now 
climb into second spot setting, 
up a grand finale against the 
Gippsland Falcons, 

A victory is needed by the 
Zebras to maintain second 
spot without relying on other 
results, 

Truly a promoter’s dream! 


Ivan Kelic (left): Has given the Knights hope of sa 


another finals appearance. 
attacking left themselves open chances that we made, but 
at the back. football-wise we were 
Ransford Banini embarked excellent. 
on a superb solo run before “I'm very proud of the way 
releasing substitute Ice the players kept coming back, 


Kutlesovski down the right, 
and he delivered a pinpoint 
cross for Kelic at the far post 
to nod home. 

“We didn’t take a lot of the 


with ten men this was a great 
achievement. They never 
looked like beating us” stated 
a proud Worden. 


Hat-trick hero for the Blues. 


it was Vlahos who completed 
the scoring two minutes from 
time. 

Jeudjevic had brought him 
down inside the area and 
Viahos easily beat him from 
the spot. 

Kimcevie reflected after the 
game on what a fantastic 
achievement it was for the 
club to make the finals in their 


inaugural season. 
“It’s a reward for how hard 


everyone has worked at this 
club for the whoe year,” he 
said, 

“I'm relieved now because 
there’s been pressure taken off 
the players.” 

Krncevie said that squad- 
wise, the club is in good shape 
with 20 fit players to choose 
from in their assault on the top 
six. 

This week the Blues play 
South in a huge match. 


KNIGHTS: Di 


(Atkinson.51), 
Markovski (A 
Cervinskil 


78), 
‘D.Cervinsld, Della 


Rocca, 


FALCONS: Jeudjevic, 


Palamaras, 
‘ilorio ree 


Newcastle Breakers 
Wollongong Wolves 
Melbourne Knights 


Canberra Cosmos Brisbane Strikers 
1 Perth Glory 0 Carlton SC 4 
2 UTS Olympic 1 Sydney United 2 


Adelaide City 3 Adelaide Sharks 1 


Marconi Fairfield 0 
Gippsland Falcons 1 
South Melbourne 2 


Gippsland Falcons 3.50 
2.00 UTS Olympic 3.50 
1.80 Adelaide Sharks 3.50 
1.70 South Melbourne 3.50 
2.00 Wollongong Wolves 3.50 
2.00 Marconi Fairfield 3.50 

CanberraCosmos 3.25 


Adelaide City 
Newcastle Breakers 
Brisbane Strikers 
Carlton SC 

Sydney United 
Melbourne Knights 
Perth Glory 


SportOdds 


Bet on Soccer just by 
nicking up the phone. 


@ 1352 946. 


that's 132 WIN! 


Dousd 26 


REUCEHK 


Gippsland Falcons v 
‘Adelaide City 

Frank Arok’s last game in 
charge and the aim would be to 
‘knock out City’s ambitions of a 
top two finish, Having lost 3-0 
in Adelaide the Falcons also 
‘want revenge. 

Last season Gippsland won 
this 2-0. The Zebras have won 
four away games from 12. 
Gippsland have drawn six times 
at home, so it should be a tight 
affair. 

Prediction: Adelaide City 


UTS Olympic v 
Newcastle 

A dead rubber, is this the two. 

Johns’ last game in charge? At 


By Stuc 


present the answer is yes for 
UTS Olympic’s John Sentas, 
and maybe for the Breakers" 
John Kosmina. 

lympic's home record reads 
seven wins one draw, four loss- 
es, and they look capable of 
adding another victory to this 
record, Of course their last clash 
was a 3-2 thriller to the Sydney 
side. 

Prediction: Olympic 


Adelaide Sharks v 
Brisbane 
Another game for pride. The 
Sharks will be unhappy about 
losing their last home game 
after building up such a strong 
record there. Brisbane has 


already inflicted one defeat on 
Adrian Santrac's men this sea- 
son and gained four of six points 
from them last season. 
Prediction: Sharks 


South Melbourne y 
Carlton 

For Carlton a chance to finish 
in the top two, for South 
‘Melbourne a final outing before 
the finals. 

‘This will depend on the atti- 
tude of the home side having 
already won the minor premier- 
ship. Carlton lost 2-3 in Round 
12 so will want to gain some 
points from the top side in the 
nation. Carlton's away record 
reads 18 goals for, 12 against — 
South Melbourne at home reads 
34 for, 14 against. 

Prediction: Draw 


v 


Sydney Utd 
If Adelaide City and Carlton 
lose, the winner of this game 


will finish second. The Wolves 
fare always tough at home but 
United's away record is the sec- 
ond best in the league, having 
won half their away games. 
Wollongong’s home for-and- 
against is plus 17, United's 
away for-and-against is plus 7. 
‘The Pumas defeated Wolves 2-1 
earlier in the year, and it will be 
a tough game for both sides. 

Prediction: Wollongong 
Wolves 


Marconi y 
Melbourne Knights 

‘The battle for the last place in 
the top six, however if the home 
side win they could finish in 
fourth place. 

Without Andrew Marth the 
Knights were written off, but 
came from the dead against 
Olympic last week. 

‘Their last three games have 
ended 2-1 to the Knights, 2-1 to 
the Stallions and 0-1 to the 
Victorians, (that last game 


played at Marconi). The 
Stallions home record is strong 
(TW 3D 2L) whilst the Knights 
are only average away (3W 4D 
SL). Let the batile begin, but 
don’t expect a high-scoring 
affair, 
Prediction: Marconi 


Canberra v 
Perth 

Being played on Monday 
afternoon this is a nothing game 
for most, However that word 
used most often, pride, will be 
played for here. 

Rale's men have played well 
under his stewardship whilst 
Perth will want to put this sea- 
son behind them with a win. 
The Cosmos drew 1-1 in Perth 
earlier in the campaign, but 
Glory have gained more points 
on the road than at Perth Oval. 

Prediction: Perth Glory 


ERICSSON CUP — 


ERICSSON CUP TABLE 


South Melbourne 25.13 
Adelaide City % 13 
Carlton SC 5 i 
Sydney United 251 
Wollongong Wolves 25. 13 
Marconi Fairfield 25 11 
Melbourne Knights 25. 11 
UTS Olympic 25 10 
Perth Glory 69 
Adelaide Sharks 25.9 
Gippsland Falcons 25 7 
Brisbane Strikers 25 6 
Newcastle Breakers 25 4 
CanberraCosmos 25. 3 


WONIRDAEDIVNGCSCHOEGD 


LEADING SCORERS 


19 Damian Mori Adelaide City 

13 Scott Chipperfield Wollongong Wolves 
13 Pablo Cardozo Adelaide Sharks 

12 Andy Vlahos Carlton SC 

12 Norman Tome UTS Olympic 

11 Tom Pondeljak Melboume Knights 
10 Paul Trimboli South Melbourne 
10 John Anastasiadis Carlton SC 


B.0.B.S. SOCCER CLUB 


KU-RING-GAl DISTRICT SOCCER FEDERATION 


WANTED 


CONTACT 
DAN HODGSON (02) 9925-6066 
MIKE SMITH (02) 9250-5595 


IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN COACHING 
A PREMIER 2 AND PREMIER 4 SQUAD 


HOME GROUND IN WAHROONGA 
ALSO LOOKING FOR PLAYERS 
OF A GOOD STANDARD. 


HECTOR MARTINEZ 


SOCCER SKILLS SCHOOL 


Former Argentine international goalscorer 
living in Sydney launches his Soccer Camp 
for the coming School Holidays. 


Qualified Australian Soccer 
Coaches Federation 


DATES: 
Monday, April 13 — 
Friday, April 17 

TIMES: 
9am to 1pm 
VENUE: 
Waverley Oval, 
WAVERLEY, NSW. 
AGES: 
6 to 16 years (Boys & Girls) 
FEES: 
$120.00 per week 
Family discounts available 
Free T-shirt and drinks 


For Camp BookiNGs AND INQUIRIES: 


3 9386 1409 or 018 341331 
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BRISBANE STRIKERS ........... 


MARCONI 


By Glenn Davis 


Bo Strikers walked 
away from their last 
home game of the Eriesson 
Cup season content with a 
nil-all draw against Final Six 
aspirants Marconi at 
Suncorp Stadium on 
Saturday night. 

Not even a last minute 
send-off for a second bookable 
offence for midfielder Chay 
Hews could dampen coach 
Frank Farina’s spirits, 

“T was very happy with the 
result and I though we played 
very well,” Farina said. 

“Ir was a good contest and I 
though overall we deserved to 
win, 

“There were some positives 
to come out of the game, 
especially the performance of 


youngster Wayne Srhoj who 
looked like an old pro and was 
by no means out of his depth.” 
Sthoj is just 15-years-old 
and after coming off the bench 
twice previously in the 
national league, started for the 
first time against Marconi. 
The youngster started 
nervously but it didn’t take 
long for him to feel at home 


and had one or two chances to 
score in the first-half. 
Marconi, who play 


Melbnourne Knight next week 
in what should be a cracker, 


and need to win to cement a 
Final Six berth, had the better 
of the first half hour of the 
game before the Strikers 


fought back just before the 
break, 


The visitors started in 
blistering fashion in an 
otherwise dull encounter with 
striker Francis Awaritefe 
heavily involved in the early 
action. 

He missed putting his side 
in front after five minutes, 


WOLVES READY FOR FINALS 


misdirecting a header wide of 
the upright after Brendan 
Renaud overlapped down the 
left flank off a free-kick 
before firing a cross into the 
box. 

Only a minute later 
Awaritefe was narrowly off 
target with an acute angled left 
foot shot through a congested 
goalmouth. 

Strikers’ defender Craig 
Williams was guilty of the 
cardinal sin of diving in and 
missing a tackle on the 
Marconi striker after 26 
minutes, which enabled him to 
race away and cut back for 
midfielder Darren McDonald, 
but the youngster blasted an 
easy chance straight into the 
hands of keeper Clint Bolton, 

Former Marconi player 
Andrew Harper started the 
Strikers comeback with some 


WOLLONGONG CITY .... 


PERTH GLORY... 


By Phil Murphy 


‘ollongong Wolves 
clinched a play-off 
spot with a 1-0 win 


against Perth Glory at 
Brandon Park on Saturday 
night, and now, Wolves fans 
can see no reason why their 
team can’t go all the way to 
the Grand Final. 

Captain Matt Horsley 
shares that view. In a noisy 
dressing room, Horsley said 
the players have been played 
great football under pressure 
in recent weeks. 

“Now we are in the six, 
anything can happen and we 
certainly won't be overawed,” 


Horsley said. 

“We believe we are playing 
a very good brand’ of football 
and we know we can beat any 
other side in the league.” 

Scott Chipperfield broke a 
Jong goal drought to grab the 
winner after 61 minutes, 

Tt was a game Wollongong 
should haye won by a bigger 
margin. 

After Perth made a bright 
start, Wollongong took control 
of the midfield and tightened 
the screws after half-time. It 
became one-way traffic. 
Wolves coach _Nick 
Theodorakopoulos did his 
homework and his players 
blotted the Perth danger men 
out of the game. 


Samson Siasia_ was 
ineffective under close marking 
from Sasho Dimoski and the 
Nigerian was replaced at half- 
time, 

Wolves markers Sebastian 
Sinozic and George Souris were 
outstanding while sweeper 
Robbie Stanton was named 
Man-of-the-Match. 

For Perth, their defence 
worked hard under intense 
pressure, particularly in the 
second-half and Scott Miller had 
a a struggle with Horsley out 


aan second-half was played 
at frantic pace with Wollongong 
proving they are a very fit outfit 
who knock the ball around with 
precision passing. 


SOUTH’S SUB SNATCHES DRAW 


Goalkeeper Brett Hughes was 
in action inside the opening 
minute to save from Bobby 
Despotovski but from that point 
on he didn’t have much to do 
The all-important goal came 
after Wollongong had been 
camped in the Perth half. 

Strikers Kosta Salapasidis 
and Tony Perinich carved out 
the opportunity for the 
unmarked Chipperfield, who 
scored his 13th goal of the 
season from five metres. 

Wolves coach _ Nick 
Theodorakopoulos said after the 
game his players deserved to be 
involved in the play-offs 
because of the football they had 
produced this season, 

“Our target has always been 


SOUTH MELBOURNE eee | 


outh Melbourne’s 73rd 

minute substitute, 

David Clarkson, scored 
a fabulous 15-metre volley 
just five minutes after 
coming on to enable the 
Minor League Champions to 
get out of jail with a 2-2 
draw against Sydney United 
last Sunday night at 
Parramatta Stadium, 

South had to battle the last 
19 minutes with just nine field 
players after losing their ‘plus- 
man’ in defence Steve 
losifidis, through a red card 
for shirt pulling on United’s 


striker Mile Sterjovski. 
Trailing 2-1 Souths 
attacked strongly as 


industrious midfielder Billy 
Damianos chipped forward 


10 


into United’s box for his 
captain Trimboli. 

But Trimboli, as always, 
did the unexpected. Instead of 
turning on the ball to go 
forward, he elegantly headed 
it backwards to the edge of the 
box where the by now 
galloping in Clarkson 
gratefully hammered a 
fabulous right-footed volley 
that stretched the back of 
United’s net. 

This was a marvellous 
match to witness as it involved 
two of the league’s most 
outstanding, highly skilled and 
intelligent players: United’s 
ace-striker Abbas Saad and 
South's unbelievable Paul 
‘Trimboli. 

‘The ‘terrific Trimboli’ was 
involved in both of South’s 
goals, whilst the maturing and 
visionary Saad set-up United’s 


second, plus engineered 
another two very clear 
chances squandered by his 
team-mates. 

South Melbourne drew first 
blood as early as the sixth 
minute when Trimboli opened 
up and squared from the right to 
Con Boutsianis, who relayed to 
supporting striker John 
Anastasiadis and he easily 
slotted past an exposed United 
goalkeeper Andrew Crews. 

Four minutes later United 
should have ‘balanced the 
books’ but a poor quality low 
cross fired in from the left by 
striker Mile Sterjovski was 
well out of reach for the 
unmarked Saad positioned just 
five metres from the target. 

This was an expensive 
missed chance for United. 

Just a minute later South 
stormed forward again, this 


time alert midfielder Billy 
Damianos sighted Crews well 
off his line and launched a 
Tong lob over the top and well 
on target. Fortunately United's 
free-back Richard Plesa had 
swung around in cover and 
volleyed the dropping and 
potentially lethal missile off 
his goal-line. 

United’s central midfielder 
Jacob Burns squandered a 
slorious Peter Bennett cross in 
the 26th minute as he ballooned 
his effort from 12 metres out 
well over the horizontal, 

On the half hour mark 
United finally equalised 
through Sterjovski. 

The young talented striker 
stabbed a Burns cross hard 
and low well on target which 
saw South’s fully stretched 
goalkeeper Michael Petkovic 
save on his line. 
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inspirational running late in 
the first-half as he tried to lift 
the homeside’s attack. 

He blasted one shot a 

minute before the interval at 
Marconi keeper Ante Covic, 
with the rebound falling to 
young Sthoj who struck his 
shot wide. 
The second stanza had 
plenty of niggle which 
required Sydney referee 
Simon Micalleff to hand out 
seven yellow cards as well as 
ared for Hews. 

However, Micalleff missed 
what seemed the worse 
offence of the evening when 
Awaritefe appeared to head- 
butt Strikers defender Steve 
Laybutt (after the pair were 
involved in a scuffle on the 
ground). 

Brad Maloney could have 
snatched a late victory for 
Marconi in the final two 
‘minutes of normal time but his 
header, off a pass from 
Awaritefe, sailed just over the 
crossbar with Bolton stranded. 


Gary Marocchi 
to make the play-offs this season 
and maybe win a championship. 
next season, 
“My players believe the 
championship might come a 
year early — they are very 
Confident of going all the way. 

“This team has shown great 
ability all season and just as 
important they have great 
character.” 

Perth coach Gary Marocchi 
praised Wollongong for their 


Abbas Saad: Sydney 
United’s outstanding 
striker. 
But inexplicably the ball 
spun out of his gloves near the 
second post as Sterjovski 
followed through to smack the 
rebound back into the far comer. 

A minute before the break 
United came close again, this 
time Bennett shaved the right 
upright with his strong header 
following another cross from 
Bums. 

Six minutes after the break 
United finally grabbed the 
lead for the first time in the 
match through an excellent 
goal by tenacious midfielder 
Peter Bennett. Following 
some marvellous pieces of 
engineering executed by Saad 
on the left side, Bennett met 


Andy Harper: Failed to 
‘score against his old 
team-mates. 


time for some soul-searching 


fitness and mobility. 

He said they made the most 
of those assets against his team. 

“Wollongong are playing 
well and should do well in the 
play-offs,” Marocchi said, 

“My players couldn’t pass 
the ball in the second-half. 

“It was a disappointing 
performance and we have 
some soul-searching to do 
before the start of next 
sash 


the cross and smashed into the 
target a powerful header, 
On the hour mark a@ 
Trimboli drive from the edge 
of the box saw the alert Crews 
brilliantly turn the danger 
around the post for a corner. 
South’s coach Ange 
Postecoglou later reflected: 
“We really started off well 
with that early goal scored but 


“we allowed them back in the 


game and then we lost a man 
through a red card which puts 
us well behind. But we 
showed a lot of character to 
fight back despite this set back 
to get a draw.” 

Meanwhile a very 
disappointed United coach, 
David Mitchell, could only 
state: “Very disappointing as T 
thought we had them, and we 
were definitely denied a penalty 
for hand-ball by one of their 
central defenders. We created a 
few chances and at 2-1 we 
should have won the game. 

“But then came that great 
strike (volley by sub 


Clarkson), which you just 
can't account for.” 


WOLVES: Hug! Pt 
Ceccoli, Stanton, Horsley, 
‘Surjan (Spencer 81), 
Dimoski, Chipperfield, 
Souris, Porinieh (Ci 

$9), Sinozic, Salapa 
(Masi 73), 


GLORY: Franken, | 
‘Wilkinson, Buljubasic, 
Nayen, Mille il 


Ort a q 
‘oveny, Panopo 
Damianos, De Amicis. 


Sco} 
United:Serjovsi 30, 
Bennett $1 


@ ABsw 


pare me the space, Mr 
Editor, for some last 
words need to be said 
about the Olyroo Challenge, 
the recently completed series 
between the young national 
is of Australia and 


And that won’t be limited to 
the landmark of an Australian 
team beating Brazil three times 
on the trot, But that in itself was 
a massive achievement. I have 
searched and searched but I 
cannot find Brazil suffering 
three straight losses, much less 
to the same team, at any level at 
any time in their proud history. 

Now that might be a quirk of 
fate, Maybe the Brazilians 
weren't quite prepared for what 
hit them when they decided to 
come-here. 

Maybe, as some cynics have 
said, this was not their best 
team, 

Maybe they will choose, or 
would choose in hindsight, a 
different team, But the fact is 
the team that came was Brazil. 
Tt wore Brazilian shirts, it 


represented the nation of Brazil. 

Would Brazil risk losing 
three straight football games, 
would it risk potential 
humiliation by fielding a team it 
believed was not up to its 
perceived standards? 

Tf you know Brazil and what 
importance it places on football 
status, not bloody likely! 

If they did come with an 
inferior team, it is their fault, 
their problem, not ours. A team 
called Australia has beaten a 
team called Brazil in three 
straight games, That is what the 
record books will show, 

Much more important is what 
we have leamt from all this and 
how Australia can benefit from 
the series. What we have learnt 
is that wevhave a better crop of 
young players than we may 
have thought. 

Also, in the recent senior 
international series against 
Chile, South Korea and Japan, 
the Australians should have 
looked more to the future and 
fielded a team sympathetic to 
the young. 


Furthermore, those critics 
who said the senior squad in the 
February Optus World series 
should have been stacked with 
Olyroos were right. 

So much then for the 
whingers and the supposed anti- 
Venables brigade who have 
been bagging for the sake of 
bagging. It now turns out they 
weren't bagging at all. 

Tt now tums out they were 
merely being perceptive about 
the interests of Australia’s 


international future. 
That future — should 
immediately begin to 


incorporate the fruits of the 
Olyroo series against Brazil. Let 
us not forget, the players who 
played in that series will be 
approaching their career peak 
come the next World Cup in 
2002. 


Not all of them perhaps, but 
at least some of them should be 
drafted into the senior Socceroo 
squad at the next opportunity. 

Some well-honed, 
experienced and reliable 
internationals have already 


signalled that they won't be 
around for the next World Cup 
campaign, Men like Milan 
Ivanovic, Graham Arnold and 
Robbie Slater, 

They should be immediately 
replaced by the new generation, 
not the boorish, reserve grade, 
ageing alternatives that took 
their place in the February 
series, 

Four players, in my view, are 


CANBERRA COSMOS.......00 


Breakers 


ewcastle 


finished off their home 
games on a bright note by 
beating fellow cellar- 
dwellars Canberra Cosmos 
2-1 at the Topper Stadium 
last Friday night. 

Tt was an emotional night 
for the Breakers’ Olyroo 
striker Clayton Zane, playing 
his last match in front of the 
faithful before moving to 
Northern Spirit. 

With two ex-Newcastle 
players in Cosmos line-up 
(Roberts and James), and the 
wooden spoon up for grabs, it 
was inevtable that the game 
had some needle; seven 
players were yellow-carded 
and Marko  Perinoyic, 
Cosmos’ hothead striker, was 
red-carded for a reckless 


challenge on Brad Swancott in 
the Breakers goal. 

Ironically it was Harry 
James, who left Neweastle this 
season, who helped the 
Breakers to a first-half lead 
when he brought down Zane 
in the box, and inspirational 
skipper Shane Pryce made no 
mistake, 


CANg 
Ss 
% 


Gamos 


‘The rest of the first stanza 
‘Was tight and it was not until 
the second-half send-off that 
the Breakers were able to 


stretch Canberra enough to 
force a second goal. 

‘And what a goal! From a 
free-kick about 25 yards out, 
the extravagantly skilled 
Eddie Bosnar blasted low and 
hard into the right corner of 
Giannasca’s goal to make it 2- 
Oto the home side, 

However, as is often the 


TOPPER 
case with ten men, the side a 
man down pull something 
extra out and this Canberra did 
courtesy of their own skilful 


WOLLONGONG MARCH ON 


striker — Peter Buljan, 

Nine minutes after Bosnar’s 
strike he jinked his way into 
the penalty box, shrugged off 
some Jame challenges to curl a 
beauty past Swancott. 

The final 27 was played 
with passion and desire but 
neither side could find that 
all-important goal, and so it 
ended 2-1. 

The best for Newcastle was 
the younger brigade of Zane 
and Swancott, while for the 
visitors Harry James tried hard 
all night and Peter Buljan 
looks to be a quality striker. 

Newcastle coach, John 
Kosmina, was happy with the 
result although disappointed 
that his team did not “focus” 
for the full ninety minutes, 

And finally a word about 
Clayton Zane. The big man 
tried his heart out to score in 


CANBERRA COSMOG........cseed 


WOLLONGONG CITY......scccssccses 


By Graham Cooke 
Round 24 Game 


anberra Cosmos coach 

Rale Rasic paid tribute 
to a “solid, professional 
opponent” after his side had 
gone down 3-1 to 
Wollongong Wolves at 
Bruce Stadium last week. 

“Thave to give Wollongong 
credit, With Scott 
Chipperfield on the left side 
and Anthony Surjan_ so 
accurate from dead-ball 
situations, it is no surprise 
why they are in the top 
company,” he said, 

However, he was critical of 
several aspects of his own 
team which, he said, had 
stepped down a couple of 
notches from its drawn games 


with South Melbourne and 
Brisbane Strikers. 

“A couple of the younger 
players were disappointing. 
Damien Brown was very 
quiet, and Lindsay Wilson 
came on in the second-half 
and really did not make an 
impression at all.” 

‘The coach was also critical 
of referee Greg Leverton, who 
whistled up Marko Perinovic 
as he advanced unchallenged 
on goalkeeper Brett Hughes, 
with the score at 2-1. 


“The ball had been cleared 
upfield and the referee was 70 
metres away. How could he 
have seen anything?” Rasic 
said. “It was a laughable 
decision.” 

A pinpoint corner from 
Surjan, straight to the feet of 
an unmarked Alvin Ceccoli, 
brought the Wolves their first 
goal after 26 minutes. 

Ceccoli had plenty of time 
to steady himself before 
hitting a shot firmly and 
accurately past Anthony 
Giannasca. 

Cosmos’ keeper must take 
some blame for the second, 
scored just two minutes later. 
Contesting a high ball with 
Matt Horsley, he prodded it 
weakly towards Tony 
Perinich, who headed back 
into an undefended net. 

Midfielder Kim Jong Sig 


headed a Peter Buljan cross 
into the net two minutes 
before half-time to give the 
home fans some hope, and in 
an evenly contested second- 
half there was no further 
scoring until the 87th minute 
when Sasho Dimoski picked 
up a rebound to volley home 
brilliantly from well outside 
the penalty area. et 
Wolves coach Nick 
‘Theodorakopoulos said he was 
quite happy that the Cosmos 
had provided a stern test for 


ready to be launched on the 
senior stage. 

Brett Emerton was a 
glorious captain, a powerful 
leader in the Olyroo Challenge. 
His role as the flying right 
flanker coming from behind was 
beautifully suited for him, even 
if he is excelling in a different 
tole in the revitalised Sydney 
Olympic. 

Whether he is ready yet to 


his last game at se ina 
Newcastle shirt but it just did 
not come, however, he leaves 
the club with a proud scoring 
record and his reputation as a 
footballer greatly enhanced. 
Good luck at Spirit. 

This week Newcastle go to 
Sydney to play their final 


replace a Tony Vidmar or 
Matthew Bingley in that role 
might be open to question. But 
he comes close and should be 
ready by 2002. 

Nick Rizzo was actually the 
revelation of the series. A 
slightly built young man unable 
to intimidate by physical 
presence, he is so skilled, so 
cunning, endowed with so much 
vision, that he was worth a goal 
to the Australians in every 

c. 

His instincts are just superb, 
as he showed in that run when 
he extracted a penalty from the 
Brazilians in the Perth game, 

At an instant he knew that 
with the run he would either 
beat his man and score or, at 
worst, he would be tripped and 
get a penalty. Rizzo is a rare 
talent who should be thrust right 
away on to the big stage. 

Simon Colosimo was the 
defensive discovery of the 
series. Technically 


accomplished, he is steady, 
hard, and possessed of superb 
positional play, a gifted ploy 


Hike a 


game, against Sydney 
Olympic, in a match-up that is 
traditionally a high-scoring 
affair. 

Canberra, meanwhile, play 
their final home game against 
Perth Glory at Bruce Stadium. 


For Breakers’ Clayton Zane (lefi) it was a a happy 
farewell while for Harry James, his return to Topper 
for the Cosmos was less successful, 


his team. “We came away 
with the three points, which is 
obviously the most important 
aspect,” he said. 


“But it’s actually good to 
have to battle for them, 
because it keeps us sharp for 
the finals.” 


Anthony Surjan: Yet another superb display by the 
Wolves midfielder. 


against the conspiracy of 
threatening attack. He was a 
charm to watch. He is ready. 

Jason Culina was, 
mysteriously, only sparingly 
used. As he is at his club where 
he is not a regular starter. 

Beats me why. 

He is a superb talent. 
Beautifully balanced, it is all but 
impossible to dispossess him of 
the ball. 

In that solitary respect he is 
already high class, His coaches 
need to work on how he can 
harness that to more positive 
effect, for young Jason still 
spends his time holding the ball 
and fails to climax it with the 
penetrative dribble or telling 
pass, But that corrected, he will 
be ready. 

To isolate these four players 
is not to be unfair to the others 
in the Olyroo squad who 
excelled, But they, in my view, 
should be the focus of our 
perseverance in building a 
winning team for 2000 and 
2002, And of putting our faith in 
‘our youth, 


Tollenaere, Bennnett,,~ 
Lowe, Langone (West 
70), Bosnar. 


COSMOS: Giannasca, 
Dee, Roberts, Moric, 
Hunter, Kelly, James, 
Musitano (Brown 60), 
Buljan (Wilson 69), 
Perinovic, Popovich 


SCORERS 
Breakers: Pryce 12p, 
Bosnar's4 

Cosmos; Buljan 63 


CROWD: 3,344 


POY 

3 Zane (NB) 
2 Swancott (NB) 
1 James (CC) 


COSMO! nAseA, 
, 


Dee, Roberts, Hunt 
Kelly, Buljan, 
Popovich, 
Haythornthwaite, 
(Wilson 46), Perinovic, 
Brown, Kim (James 


WOLVES: Hughes, 
Ceecoli, Stanton, 
Horsley, Surjan, 
Dimoski, Chipperfield, 
Souris, Perinich, 
Sinozic (Connolly 67), 
Salapasidis (Masi 70). 


SCORERS 

Cosmos: Kim 44 
Wolves; Ceccoli 26, 
Peau 28, Dimoski 


CROWD: 2,342 
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UNDER 13 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Ivan Aul 
Ivo Bosnar 
Thomas Conditsis 
Christopher Cop 
Peter Curjak 
Adam Denina 
Luke Glavas 
Jason Laria 
Paul Martinovic 
Reid McNally 
Travis Oughtred 
Hrvoje Petkovic 
Conor Siebel 
Marko Susic 
Mark Tresoglavic 
Scott Tyrrell 


Coach: 

Steve Mayor 
Manager: 
Adrain Mrsnik 
Goalkeeper Coach: 
Tony Posa 


UNDER 14 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Tony Angievski 
# —— OFfice 
Raul Carrizo ELDING FURNITURE 
Adam Corak 
Tan Cornell 
Marko Filipovic 
Mark Iorfino 
Michael Jedinak 
Michael Karas 
Paul Montalto 
Mark Sartoretto 
Jozo Simic 
Andrew Tchadovitch 
Nathan Vassallo 
Robert Vergouw- 
Paul Viakic 
Frank Vartaric 


Coach: 
Allan Griffith 
Manager: 
Ivan Filipovic 
Goalkeeper Coach: ]% 
Tony Posa | 
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(if you would like to see your U/6 - U/16 team appea 
printed names and. if you would like your photos ba 
REMEMBER: It doesn’t have to be your best team. 


rin ‘Team Scene’. send your photes in with CLEAKLY 
ck. please send a stamped addressed envelope aiso- 
nor just for the boys. Send in single photos or the 
whole of your school/clubs teams together. YOUTH are our Soccer future, Biess them). 


Milan Bosnar 
James Chircop 
Jason Dawes 
Gerard Fadel 
Mende Gelevski 
Josip Grgic 
Ryan Hall 
Jeffrey Kramaric 
Peter Markovic 
Paul Mastroieni 
Anthony Mirosevic 
Garry Myles 
Tomislav Orlovic 
Daniel Perez 
James Ramirez 
Reno Vangei 


Coach: 
Alan Stead 
Manager: 
Livo Sartoretto 
Goalkeeper Coach: 
Tony Posa 


UNDER 16 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Marko Bazdaric 
Daniel Bennett 
Justin Budini 
David Carneiro 
Michael Cindrie 
Frank lorfino- 
Paul Jurcevic 
Nelson Louang-Amath' 
Jimmy Panapoulos 
Mark Potts 
Steven Susic 
Stuart Southall 
John Turco 
Shaun White (c) 
Andrew Zammit 
Steve Zlomislic 


Coach: 
lan Rudgley 
Manager: 
Branko Curjak 
Goalkeeper Coach: 
Tony Posa 


McLaren but not the crossbar. 
McLaren soon after denied 


BENTLEIGH 1 


MOORABBIN 1 John Papettas with a fantastic 
— save to tip away Papettas’ 
By Dwyght Tuffnell- shot. 

Se ee Six minutes from time 

corabbin City grabbed Moorabbin should have 
nother vital Saint in Secured all three points. 

the clash of the co-tenants at __Costa’s great run was 

Kingston Heath on followed by an intelligent far 

Saturday. post cross where Liam Caffrey 


just had to tap in to score, 

It was more difficult to 
miss than score but Caffrey 
somehow planted his shot 
against the post. 

Greens: Honos, Micheil, 
McDonagh, Constantinou, 
Drakos, Kourkoutzelos, Van 
Egmond, Papettas, Feehan 
(Todorovski), | Rossios, 
Karapatsos (Kotsoyolos). 

City: McLaren, Marley, 
Armous, Graham, Davie, 


Moorabbin’s mini revival 
after a poor start to the year 
has seen them pick up seven 
points in their last three 


games. 

‘The Greens scored with the 
first real attack of the match. 
Steve Kourkoutzelos’ corner 
was flicked on by Nick Van 
Egmond for defender Theo 
Constantinou to head into the 
net after 21 minutes. 


Just a minute later 1, 
Moorabbin had earned Jackson (Pantelidis), L 
themselves a penalty. Caffrey, Leopold, McMullen 

Ex-Moorabbin player (Hanna), Colosimo 


(Scrobogna), Costa. 
Votes: 3 Constantinou 
(BG), 2 Armour (MC), 1 


Ciaran Feehan had a game 
he'd rather forget and was 
responsible for bringing 


Moorabbin back into the game McDonagh (BG). 
after a clumsy challenge on 
William Armour, 

Veteran striker Gary SOUTH 
McMullen had no trouble in DANDENONG 3 
dispatching the spot kick. 

‘And MeMullen sould have = SPRINGVALE 
put his side ahead just before 
half-time when he missed an We! 
open goal after Greens keeper =. 
John Honos had dropped By Milan Ninovic 


David Costa's cross, 

Van Egmond was quiet in 
midfield for Bentleigh but 
almost scored a screamer ten 
minutes into the second-half, 
Van Egmond’s looping volley 
from 30 metres beat Bruce 


Su" Dandenong gained 
Ja welcome three points 
alter defeating Springvale 
White Eagles 3-1 at Ross 
Reserve on Saturday. 


LEADING SCORERS 
Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 
Gnijidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) 
Lazarevski (Thomastown Zebras) 
Cuculevski (Thomastown Zebras) 
Becvinovski (Alton Magic) 
Papettas (Bentleigh Greens) 
S. Rados (St Albans Saints) 


LEADING VOTES 
15 Magnacca (Sunshine Georgies) 


14 Gnjidic (Bulleen inter Kings) 
41 Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 

Field (Sunshine Georgies) 

Cuculevski (Thomastown Zebras) 

Fak (Altona Magic) 

Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 

Emsovski (Preston Lions) 

Miadenovie (Springvale White Eagles) 

Sianidis (St Albans Saints) 

Jolevski (Thomastown Zebras) 


es F A 
Fawkner Blues 10 20 8 
‘St Albans Saints 10 16 7 
Altona Magic 10 13° 7. 


Sunshine Georgies 11 
‘Thomastown Zebras 10 
Bulleen Inter Kings 11 
Bentleigh Greens i 
Green Gully Cavaliers 10 
Port Melbourne Sharks 11 
Springvale White Eagles 10 
Preston Lions 1 

South Dandenong mM 
Heidelberg United 10 


RH VLEEREEEUADAIS 
Ee es anos a ets yee el 
SoU AAR ONURNDSH 
in 
Ss 
BYISDEERGSSSSR? 


Tt was only South's 
second win of the season 
coming at the expense of a 
struggling White Eagles 
side, who fielded probably 
their weakest team this year. 

Giuseppe Corallo grabbed 
two more goals, following 
his double against Sunshine 
Georgies last week. 

Springvale went ahead in 
the eighth minutes — Sasa 
Nikolic scoring after some 
good lead up work from 
Sash Vodilovski and Vince 


Villani (SD), 1 
(SWE) 


Votes: 3 Corallo (SD), 2 
Cvetkovski 


take the kick but mistimed Votes: rewarded with an equaliser 

shockingly and hit the 3 Frangos (PM) four minutes before half- 

crossbar, losing a golden 2A Vargas (PM) time. 

opportunity for Preston to. 1 Sterjovski (PL) Anthony Magnacca rolled 

take the lead. a free-kick to Vassallo 
In the second-half Pot SUNSHINE 3 whose powerful drive was 

Melbourne came out the BULLEEN 1 too good for Sean Keogh. 


better side. 


The Georgies went ahead 
ten minutes into the second- 
half. 

Vassallo this time 
supplying Magnacca who 
had three shots stopped by 
Keogh before he found the 
target. 


De La Plaza. PRESTON 0 Both sides were left with 
Corallo scored his first of PORT ten men when Georgies 
the game in the 34th minute a defender Ahmet Gurpinar 
when his header slipped MELBOURNE 1 Pat Giaccherini and Andy © By Dwyght Tuffnell —_was dismissed in the 72nd 
eae the hands of White Vargas led the team with ———_ minute for collecing a 
les keeper Robert Brian. George Koukeris some inspirational play, but i second caution, 
peat = their attempts, were Qunshine Georgies kept “The Georgies wrapped up 
half injury-time, Brian was unday’s clash at constantly thwarted by great for 9 top five berth with a the three points four minutes 


again at fault, as his poor 
positioning allowed Luke 


Goodyear Stadium was 
crucial for both Preston 


goalkeeping from Lupce 
Acevski. 


strong 3-1 win over 
Bulleen Inter Kings on 


from time with a headed 
goal from Nick Trpcevski. 


Parrott a simple header from 7; After 90 minutes the 
Fadil Murig' ros into the Lomsand Port Melbourne sare was sill scoreless. ““Butlcen took a fifth _ Georgies: | Wardle, 
Le lingering at the bottom of Referee Robert Caminiti jpinute led, striker Eric Trpcevski, Kanesoulis, 
jouth Dandenong went added five minutes stoppage ; j Krajacic, De Bono, 
5 the ladder and desperate * - Hollingsworth catching tf 7 
further ahead just two for the three points. time and Daneil Allsopp Georgies keeper asleep with Gurpinar, Field, Vassallo, 
minutes after the restart. Preston started shakily but scored the winner seconds 5 glancing header from Magnacca (Monitto), 
Corallo was once againon ar— always strong in before the final whistle, 7Zaravko Atanasovski’s free- Dragicevic (Stojilkovski), 
target, sloting the ball in at TyidField and it wasn't long Heading in a superb cross icy. Komandin (Buttigieg). 
the near ee with ran ® before front men Sash Son ee ae. 5 Seven minutes later yaaa. x, jaa 
question mark against Brian. Markovski and Tony vy’, cevski, Atanasovski did his side no asi coghy, Valente 
South: Simpson, Sterjovski gave Port keeper Drogriski, Stavrevski, favours receiving a red card (Guglieimi), Stojcevski, 
Dzaferovski, Lumanovski, San Frangos some work, OBMenovski, Lisolajski, after q reckless challenge on Everetts, Della Rocca, 
May, Geri, Parrott Port Melbourne RO eTes Emsovski, Filiposki Brandon Vassallo, Mazzini (Tarevski), 
(Mezensof), _ Memeti with some impressive names (Smimnis), A buriak, ‘Having one less man Atanasovski,  Gnjidic, 
(Ulusoy), Mucaj, Corallo, Put Soar um te Markovski (Dimovski), gidn't deter the Kings as Sherifovski, Grbac, 
Villani, Muriqui (Rasimi). Thay smart enough to disrupt VISUNOVSki, Stejovski. Hollingsworth was denied Hollingsworth. 
White Eagles: Brian, R Preston's determination. Sharks:  _ Frangos, soon after by a terrific 
Marinkovic, M Marinkovic, In the 35th ante! Knezevic, A Vargas, R Wardle save, Votes: 
Calomino, Cvetkovski yfarkovski was awarded a Varéas. Allsopp, Sunshine had the majority __ 3 Magnaeca (SG) 
(Kizic), Nikolic (Mlinar), nalty after he was brough Caimakamis, Latinopoulos of the possession and did 2 Vassallo (SG) 
Culibrk, Styczen, V De L Pi by Roddy Vargas 8 (Karakyriakos), Tsirtsakis, proce of the attacking, 1 Trpcevski (SG) 
Plaza, Rikanovic, “"Markovski lined up to Heath, Tsiakos, Giaccherini "They were finally 
Vodilovski (M De la Plaza). (Sonsit 
CRAZY JOHN'S STATE —_ Mavondah Anows0—Yaravill/Gln Eira ROUND 4 FIXTURES 
ld Scotch Waverley 4 ~ Mooroolbark 1 Monday April 13 
LEAGUE DIV1 ROUND 3 Table: Oakleigh 9, Knox City 9, Yarraviflle/Glen ir , i 
% 4 Stonnington City v South Springvale 
Eira 9, Frankston Strikers 7, Old Scotch Waverley 6, Friday April 17 
RESULTS Broadmeadows City 4, East Richmond 4, Regent Geelong v North Coburg United 
Lalor United 1 Richmond 1 Bulla 3, Altona City 3, Melbourne City 2. 
; SE y 2, Saturday April 18 


Altona East 0 - Doncaster Rovers 0 
North Geelong Warriors | - Western Suburbs 4 
Westvale 3 — Springvale City 0 
Westgate 3 — Ringwood City 0 
Werribee City 6 - Melton Reds 0 
Kingston City 1 — Northcote City 0 
Table; Westvale 9, Westgate 7, Altona East 7, 
Werribbe City 6, Western Suburbs 6, Springvale City 
6, Kingston City 4, Richmond 4, Ringwood City 3, 
Northcote City 3, Doncaster Rovers 1, Lalor United 
1, North Geelong Warriors 0, Melton Reds 3. 


ROUND 4 FIXTURES 
Monday April3 
Western Suburbs v Westvale 
Northcote City v Altona East 
Richmond v North Geelong Warriors 


Sunday April 19 
Melton Reds v Kingston City 
Ringwood City v Werribee City 
Springvale City v Westgate 
Doncaster Rovers v Lalor United 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE 
LEAGUE DIV 2 KOUND 3 
RESULTS 


Regent Bulla 2 —Oakleigh 6 
Broadmeadows City 3 Essendon Bruns. Royals 0 
Altona City 0 - Knox City 2 
Cranbourne 2 - Melbourne City 2 

East Richmond 0 - Frankston Strikers 0 


Cranbourne 1, Maroondah Arrows 1, Mooroolbark 1, 
Essendon Bruns. Royals 0. 


ROUND 4 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 18 
Yarraville/Glen Eira v Old Scotch Waverley 
Frankston Strikers y Maroondah Arrows 
Melbourne City v East Richmond 
Knox City v Cranbourne 
Mooroolbark v Regent Bulla 
Essendon Bruns. Royals v Altona City 
Oakleigh v Broadmeadows City 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE 
LEAGUE DIV 3 ROUND 3 
RESULTS 


North Coburg United 2 - Keysborough 2 
Keilor Park 2 - Banyule City 1 
Fitzroy City 1 - Stonnington City 1 
South Springvale 2- South Werribee 3 
Diamond Valley United 1 - Frankston Pines 1 
Bell Park 2—Pascoe Vale 1 
Chelsea 1—Geelong 4 
Table: Geelong 9, Stonnington City 7, South 
Werribee 6, Fankstone Pines 5, Diamond Valley 
United 4, South Springvale 4, Keysborough 4, Bell 
Park 3, Keilor Park 3, North Coburg United 2, 
Banyule City 1, Fitzroy City 1, Pascoe Vale 0, 
Chelsea 0. 


Pascoe Vale v Chelsea 
Frankston Pines v Bell Park 
South Werribee v Diamond Valley United 
Banyule City v Fitzroy City 
Keysborough v Kellor Park 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE 
LEAGUE DIV 4 ROUND 3 
RESULTS 


Melton 4 — Nunawading City 2 
Langwarrin 6 - Western Eagles 1 
Seaford United 1 - Moreland City 3 
Sandringham City 5 — Clifton Hill United 2 
South Wantirna 2 ~ South Caulfield 0 
Geelong Rangers 2 ~ Sunbury United 0 
Williamstown 1 -Corio 0 

Table; Moreland City 9, Williamstown 9, 
Sandringham City 7, Langwarrin 6, Corio 6, Seaford 
United 6, Melton 4, South Wantima 4, Western Eagles 4, 
Geelong Rangers 3, Sunbury United 2, Clifton Hill 

United 0, Nunawading City 0, South Caulfield 0. 


ROUND 4 FIXTURES 
Monday April 13 
Clifton Hill United v South Wantirna 
Saturday April 18 
Sunbury United v Williamstown 
South Caulfield v Geelong Rangers 
Moreland City v Sandringham City 
Corio v Melton 
Wester Eagles v Seaford United 
Nunawading City y Langwarrin 


PASCOE 


|SporTScENE 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SPorTSCENE 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


@ 
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PROVISIONAL 
LEAGUE DIVISION 1 


ROUND 3 RESULTS 
Endeavour United 2 ~ Riversdale 2 
Glenroy 4— Templestowe Eagles 2 

Mitcham United 2 —Lalor 1 
Lyndale United 3 — Croxton Park 3 
Brandon Park 0 — North Sunshine Eagles 4 
Springvale Condors — bye 
Monbulk — bye 

Table; Lyndale United 7, Croxton Park 

7, Endeavour United 4, North Sunshine 
Eagles 4, Mitcham United 4, Lalor 3, 
Glenroy 3, Riversdale 2, Monbulk 1, 
Brandon Park 1, Templestowe Eagles 2, 
Springvale Condors 3. 


ROUND 4 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 18 
North Sunshine Eagles v Monbulk 
Croxton Park y Brandon Park 
Lalor v Lyndale United 
Springvale Condors v Mitcham United 

Riversdale v Glenroy 

Endeavour United - bye 

Templestowe Eagles — bye 


~ SPECIAL 


PROVISIONAL 
LEAGUE DIVISION 2 
STH/EAST ROUND 1 


RESULTS 
Ashburton 2 - Waverley Wanderers 3 
Noble Park 2 — Braeside United 0 
Newborough/Yalloum 1 - 
Morwell Pegasus 2 
Old Camberwell Gram. 0 - Dingley City 0 
Doveton 1 - Dandenong 1 
Monash University 3 — Berwick City 0 


ROUND 2 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 18 
Dandenong v Monash University 
Dingley City v Doveteon 
Morwell Pegasus v Old Camberwell Gram. 
Braeside United v Newborough/Yallourn 
Berwick City v Waverley Wanderers 
Noble Park vy Ashburton 


CHEAPEST PRICES 
TO SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


‘eta be-Potat 
RE MGW 2097 
Te. Met aTANS ers 
SHOR 90 Compose Contre, 


‘Appia 
pur 


TRAVEL AGENCY 


REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


PROVISIONAL 
LEAGUE DIVISION 2 
NTH/WEST CENTRAL 


ROUND 1 RESULTS 
Broadmeadows United 1 - Ballarat 2 
Brunswick City 2 - Elwood City 0 
Keon Park 1 — South Yarra 2 
Melboume University 3~ Sydenham Park 2 
Hoppers Crossing 1 - Meadow Park 1 
La Trobe University 0— 

Uni. of Melbourne 2 


Meadow Park v La Trobe University 
Melbourne University v Hoppers Crossing 
‘Sydenham Park v Keon Park 
Elwood City v South Yarra 
Broadmeadows United v Uni. of Melbourne 
Ballarat v Brunswick City 


OWN NEW 23 
avai 3796 2383 


PROVISIONAL 
LEAGUE DIVISION 3 
STH/EAST : 
CENTRAL ROUND 1 
RESULTS 


Collingwood City 1 — North Caulfield 3 
Caulfield United 0 — Noble Park United 0 
Dandenong Inter 2 - Ivanhoe United 0. 
Endeavour Hills 2 ~ Flemington Falcons 4 
Parkmore 0 - Clayton Inter 3 
Heatherton United 6 Thombury United 4 


ROUND 2 FIXTURES 
Sunday April 19 
‘Clayton Inter v Heatherton United 
Flemington Falcons v Parkmore 
Ivanhoe United y Endeavour Hills 
Noble Park United v Dandenong Inter 
‘Thornbury United v Collingwood City 
North Caulfield v Caulfield United 


PROVISIONAL 
LEAGUE DIVISION 3 
NTH/WEST ROUND 1 


RESULTS 
Darebin United 4 — Whittlesea United 0 
‘Watsonia Heights 2 —West Preston 1 
Brimbank 1 - North Glenroy 5 
North Reservoir 0 - Somerton City 1 
Northern United 3 - Kellor United 3 
Mill Park - bye 


ROUND 2 FIXTURES 
Monday April 13 
Mill Park v Darebin United 


Sunday April 19 
‘Somerton City v Northern United 
Brimbank y North Reservoir 
North Glenroy v West Preston 
Whittlesea United v Watsonia Heights 
Kellor United — bye 


Brisbane Banter 


By Glenn Davis 
risbane Lions continued their strong early 
season XXXX League form with a 
‘comprehensive 2-0 win over Wynnum Wolves 
at Lions Stadium on Sunday. 


Lions took only five minutes to assert their 
dominance when striker Wade Cannon tucked 
away a low shot through a congested goalmouth 
after an earlier strike, from Craig Rogers, took-a 
rebound off a Wynnum defender. 

‘Wynnum had their share of opportunities in 
the first-half and missed a golden opportunity to 
evel the scores four minutes later. 

Lions keeper Jason Lucas misjudged a cross 
which fell to Wynnum's Billy McDermott who 
drove his attempi skywards from close-range. 

Lions lost defender Paul Worrell with a leg 
injury soon after but the change didn't make any 
difference to their solid defence, 

Cannon almost snared a double within 13 
‘minutes after being put through a gaping hole in 
the Wynnum defence, but his shot bobbled across 
the goalface and past the far upright, 

Wynnum, who accounted for the Gold Coast 
winning 3-0 at home the previous round, looked 
to be playing a dangerous game by attempting to 
play from out the back. 

Lions’ twin strikers of Cannon and Flemington 
did an excellent job in the humid conditions to 
pressurise the visitors into mistakes at the back. 

Unfortunately Lions have a habit of sitting 
back once in front, and they fell into their bad 
habit for the remainder of the first period. 

Lions never looked like losing this match and 
it was just reward when they went 2-0 up in the 
70th minute through former state striker Mike 
Brockwell. 

Replacement forward Frank Mengotti cleverly 
switched play from near the halfway line for 
Brockwell, who raced onto the ball and headed 
over Wynnum’s advancing keeper Kevin Tatton, 
‘who was stranded well off his line, 


es... 


Brisbane City maintained their position at the 
top of the XXXX league table downing 
Bundaberg 2-0 away, courtesy of goals from 
Warren Cooley and the league's leading scorer 
Chris Stater. 

Meanwhile Beenleigh scored their first win of 
the season downing the struggling Ipswich 
Knights 3-1 at home, and Rochedale Rovers 
picked themselves up off the mat after their loss 
to Lions the previous round by downing Mt 
Gravatt 2-1. 

Rochedale’s twins strikers Glen Kolpak and 
Clayton Koch provided the goals for the visitors 
while Nathan Carlos replied for Mt Gravatt, 

In the only other match, Taringa Rovers 
surrendered a 1-0 half-time lead to share the 
points in a 1-0 draw against the Gold Coast. 

‘Taringa’s young striker Robbie Laslo gave the 
visitors the early lead but skilful Gold Coast 
midfielder Paul Grierson grabbed the second 
stanza equaliser, 


In other 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Round 10: 


Bulleen Inter Kings 0 - Fawkner Blues 0 


Round Il: 
Bentleigh Greens 1 (Constantinou) - Moorabbin City 1 (McMullen), South Dandenong 3 
(Corallo 2, Parrott) - Springvale White Eagles 1 (Nikolic), 


Preston Lions 0 - Port Melbourne Sharks 1 (Allsopp), Sunshine Georgies 3 (Vassallo, 
Magnacca, Trpcevski) - Bullen Inter Kings 1 (Hollingsworth) 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 


nda} 


rill 


Springvale White Eagles v Green Gully Cavaliers - Serbian Sports Centre - 5.00pm 
Port Melbourne Sharks v Bentleigh Greens - Anderson Reserve - 3.00pm 


day 


rill 


Moorabbin City v Fawkner Blues - Kingston Heath Soccer Complex ~ 3.00pm 
Thomastown Zebras v Preston Lions - Partridge Reserve - 3.00pm 


Monday April 20 


Bullen Inter Kings v South Dandenong - Veneto Club - 8.50pm 
Altona Magic v Sunshine Georgies — Paisley Park - 8.50pm 
Heidelberg United v St Albans Saints - Olympic Village - 8.50pm 
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UNIT 2/3 PHIPPS CLOSE, DEAKIN, ACT. 2600 


PH: 06 260 4000 FAX: 06 260 4999 


Information Line: 1902 220 074 (Calls charged at 50c min — higher rates for mobile public telephones) 


Internet Home Page HTTP: www.ACTSF.ORC.AU 


Defence is your 
1 member, and 
an international supplier to 
the Australian armed forces 
is your major sponsor, then 
you are probably bound for 
great things, 
‘That was a feeling about 
the recent season launch of the 
Defence Sabres club - a 
ceremony Which was all class. 

Apart from the Minister, 
Bronwyn Bishop, the 
gathering included senior 
officers from all branches of 
the’ defence forces, the ACT 
Minister for Sport, Bill 
Stefaniak, and representative 
from top sponsor Lockheed 
Martin, but also including 
Aspect Computing, EDIME 
Internet Consulting, Fuji 
Xerox, Jaymac Promotional 
Advertising, Microsoft, 
Novell and Rebel Sport, 

‘Throw in the setting of the 
officers mess at the historic 
Duntroon House and you haye 
the atmosphere of a club on 
the move. 

In fact, the Sabres have 
quite a way to move before 
they rattle the elite of ACT 
soccer. 


By Grakam Cooke 


go straight into Premier 
League One. 

“This is our first season at 
this level and our aim is 
consolidation.” 

For Ms Bishop the 
presence of so many senior 
officers were too good an 
opportunity to miss as she 


Bronwyn Bishop is handed the famous number 10 shirt. 


This year they will play in 
in of Premier 
League Two after winning 
promotion from the depths of 


the new divis 


the ACT State League. 


Price said the Sabres had 


amalgamated with long- 
standing league member 
Royal Military College in 


STUDENTS GET A LESSON 
FROM THE MASTERS 


t was a case of the students 

getting a lesson from the 
masters when Monaro cruised 
to a 5-1 Federation Cup win 
over Second Division side, 
Australian National 
University, on Sunday. 

‘The gap between the two 
teams became apparent in a 
frantic opening as Monaro 
scored three goals, and ANU 
missed a penalty. 

Matt Cachia broke through 
with a first-minute strike, 
Robert Chicco got two more, 
the second a well executed shot 
under pressure following a pass 
by Johnny Rakic, 

In between Chicco’s efforts, 
Rod Lynes was brought down in 
the Monaro penalty area, but 
Lynes' kick, although well struck, 
‘was saved by Tony Guarino. 

The wild pace dropped as the 
game wore on, and the next 
goal did not come until the 68th 
minute, Scott Channing taking 
‘advantage of a defensive lapse 
to make it3-1. 

But there was to be no dream 
comeback for the students and 
two late goals from Daniel 
Macor ensured Monaro finished 
the afternoon comfortably. 

Monaro coach lan Heywood 
said it was a typical early-round 
ccup tie, “Your main hope is that 

u get through without any 

fies and we achieved that,” 
he saic 

“ANU is not a bad team, and 
‘at least it decided to have a go 


16 


in this competition, unlike most 
of the other lower division 
clubs, so all credit to it,” 

‘One of the unversity’s senior 
players, Peter John Di Michiel, 
said the club had had a very 
short pre-season built-up. “This 
was really another hit-out for us 
before we get down to the 
serious business of trying to 
win the second division title,” 
he said. 

The only other second 
division side in the competition, 
Bums Club, was tumbled out 8- 
2 by Gungahlin Juventus, with 
striker George Cattanich 
celebrating his move from 
Olympic by scoring four. 

Juventus’ other scorers were 
John Glass, Mark Conlon, 
Oscar Zamora and Fransciso 
Baresi, the latter two from the 
penalty spot. Andrew Wallace 
(2) replied for Buns. 

‘And in the remaining game, 
champion striker Steve Lazzari 
continued on from last season's 
form with a hat-trick in the 6-2 
win over the University of 
Canberra. His brother, Martin, 
was also among the Creek's 
marksmen, Dominic Bartone 
and Silvio Mocelli scored for 


Monday’s quarter finals i 
Gungahlin Juventus v Olympic, 
Weston Creek y Belconnen 
United, Queanbeyan City v 
Canberra City, Monaro v 
Capital City Suns. 


Club president Wendy 


order to ensure it fulfilled the 
minimum requirements of 
fielding open and U/23 teams. 

“We are a dynamic club 
committed to the pursuit of 
excellence,” she said, 

“For instance, with the help 
of our sponsors I would 
Suggest we have one of the 
best web sites of any club in 


QUEANBEYAN’S 


Australia.” 
She said there were no 
restrictions on membership, 
although the majority of the 
players were drawn 
servicemen and civilian 
defence staff. 

“Of course, there is a lot of 
work ahead on the field, and I 


don’t believe we are ready to 


RISING STAR 


ueanbeyan City sent 
udders down the 
Premier League 
establishment, and in doing so 
introduced a new star on to 
the local soccer stage when 
the ACT season got under 
way at the weekend. 

City, in a grim battle against 
relegation for most of last 
season, tossed grand finalist 
Canberra Deakin out of the 
Federation Cup with a 
comprehensive 4-1 win on 
Sunda 

Dea rarely a strong 
starter, was at its disorganised 
worst for much of this game, 
but that takes nothing away 
from the performance of 
Queanbeyan, whose new coach, 
Oscar Langone, predicted: “We 
will be a force this time.” 

But perhaps the most 
exciting aspect of the match 
was the introduction of 
newcomer Yuki Onda on to the 
senior soccer stage. 

The Japanese student, who 
last season played for Weston 
Creek in youth football, showed 
blistering pace coming out of 
midfield, was not afraid to take 
players on, and kept up a flow 
of crosses into the penalty area. 

“He adds an extra 
dimension,” Langone said 
afterwards, “His speed and 
ability kept Deakin on the back 
foot there is a 
‘communication problem at the 
moment because his English is 
not that good’but he is happy 
and eager to learn.” 


In fact, players of Asian 
origin are likely to play a major 
role in the Queanbeyan revival 
this year: Pat Phommaseisy 
scored one goal and laid on 
another, and Ti Tran performed 
his marking role on David Milin 
to perfection. 

The game was two minutes 
old when City stamped an 
authority it was never to lose, 
Tony Pangallo picking up a 
header from Phommaseisy to 
score on the run. 

Phommaseisy might have 
had a goal on his own account 
when he forced a fine save from 
Mate Batinic, as it was he had 
{to wait until the first minute of 
the second-half. 

Batinic, at full stretch, could 
only parry a shot from Stan 
Blazeski and Phommaseisy put 
the loose ball away. 

Queanbeyan went 3-0 up in 
the 76th minute from Blazeski, 
before Deakin finally clawed its 
way back into the match from 
the penalty spot, Anthony Kelva 


scoring. 

The final goal was a splendid 
bit of cheek from Denny 
Goergievski, who picked the 
ball up in midfield and, judging 
Batinic was out of position, sent 
a chip over the goalkeeper and 
into the net. 

Deakin coach John Bull has 
a great deal of work ahead of 
him if he is to blend a team of 
talented individuals into a 
combination capable of making 
an impact on the competition 
this season. 
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part of the overall 
commitment,” she said. 

Something for the Sabres 
to ponder as they advance 
across the unchartered 
battlefield of Premier League 
football. 

Those wishing to test Ms 
Price’s assertions about the 
club's web site can visit it at 
www.defence-sabres.com. 


JOBS AT 
TUGGERS 


Tuggeranong United 


Junior Club would like to 
hear from anyone for the club.” 
interested in the two paid Kim, whe 


positions of director of 
coaching and girls’ 
development officer. 
Contacts are Tom Pollock 


frustrs 


‘a coaching career which has spanned 

more than two decades, it is that in 
football, nothing can be taken for granted, 

He has coached international teams and 
national league sides; he has won 
championships and featured in the 
development of some of the finest young 
players this country has produced. 

‘Yet at a time when many others might be 
thinking they had earnt some accolades, here 
he is starting out again, rebuilding a shattered 
team in the ACT Premier League. 

His club this year, Olympic, may be the 
league champions, but any relationship to the 
side which breezed past Canberra Deakin in 
the grand final six months ago is, at best, 
fleeting. 

Gone is last year’s outspoken and 
sometimes controversial player coach, Ray 
Junee, to United; the great Baz Giampaolo 
has retired, as has Andrew Young; Peter 
Mazis will spend the winter watching the 
World Cup in the Northern Hemisphere, Paul 
Jones says he needs a break, and George 
Cattanach has gone to Gungahlin-Juventus. 

Perhaps Fernandez’s problems can be best 
summed up by the current fate of his own 
son, Vic junior, who was Olympic’s captain 
Tast year. 

The younger Fernandez cut short a seaside 
holiday to play for the Canberra Rockets 
representative team against the Olyroos 
during the summer. 


| ie Fernandez has learnt one thing in 


BIG TASK AHEAD 
FOR FERNANDEZ 


gave a short speech about the 
importance of the defence ‘enibervas: Cosmos coach Rate 
forces to Australia. Rasic has defended his CAN 
Tenge De SOC eee decision to take Korean Kim % 
per here an portunity | Jung Sig out ofthe game against z 
J Wollongong Wolves, saying the 
know and understand you are | classy import must make up his Csmos 


mind whether he wants to be 
midfielder or a striker, 

‘There was surprise, even some 
jeers from the Bruce Stadium crowd 
last Monday night, when Rasic substituted Kim for young 
striker Harry James 11 minutes into the second-half with 
the Cosmos trailing 2-1. 

After a quiet start Kim had struck a purple patch at the 
end of the first-half, setting up Paul Dee for an 
unsuccessful strike on goal, bringing a fine, one-handed 
save from goalkeeper Brett Hughes, and finally scoring his 


first goal for the club with a superb 
header, 

However, Rasic said Kim had 
failed in his primary task of 
tracking Wolves’ talented Anthony 
Surjan. 

“Surjan did almost what he liked 
in the first-half, and was a great 
problem for us,” the coach said, 

“Then Kim scores a goal, so I 

switch him into the forward line in 


the second-half, That didn’t work, so I brought him off, He 
really has to decide where he thinks he can do the best job 


0 speaks only Korean, has already expressed 
, through an interpreter, at his inability to 
communicate properly with his team-mates on the field. A 
crash course in English might be a sound investment, 

Asked to name his own Cosmos player of the night, 
Rasic had no hesitation in selecting Peter Buljan. 

“Peter caused the Wollongong defence some problems 
and generally did all that was expected of him.” 


“At the end of the game he was 
complaining of pains in his back, and then he 
seemed to catch a cold which turned into a 
fever,” his father said, 

“The doctor gave him antibiotics, but they 
did no good and eventually he had to go into 
hospital where they found he had a blood 
infection whch was so deep seated in his 
lower back that he had to have an operation. 

“The only explanation is that he got 
blisters on his feet while he was on holiday 
and an infection got into him then. 

“He's making a good recovery, but it will 
be a couple of months before he's playing 
again.” 

‘The coach said he will build his first-team 
around surviving squad members Elliott 
Zwangobani, Steve Vanzetti, Njegosh 
Popovich and Takis Arvanitis. 

“Then I have an excellent young sweeper 
in David Palywoda — and Pino Seminara, 
who plays in midfield, has been recruited 
from Juventus, via the Australian Institute of 
Spor.” = 

His main concern is finding enough 
players to fill Olympic’s youth team which, 
as a Premier League club, they must field. 

“We are very short in this area,” he 
admitted. 

The pre-season build-up has been mixed, 
with a 5-0 win over Liverpool Olympic, a 2-2 
draw against the ATS, and loses to 
Wollongong Olympic (0-1) and Belconnen 


United (1-5), J 


SW STATE LEAGUES 


GUNNERS NO 
MATCH FOR 


By David Cooper 


Beaver City Lions 
recorded their second 
win of the season with a 3-0 
win over Ryde City at 
Jensen Park. 

Played in hot conditions, it 
was the Lions who came 
home strongest once they hit 
the lead 15 minutes into the 
second-half, 

‘The margin indicates it was 
comprehensive, however 
Ryde dominated the game for 
long periods and will rue 
several good scoring 
opportunities that may have 
changed the complexion of 
the game, 

But when Mile Todoroski 

struck a wonderful free-kick 
from just outside the penalty 
box that gave Ryde keeper 
Anthony Avellino no chance, 
the game was never in doubt 
as the Lions controlled the 
play. 
An Ayellino mistake six 
minutes later saw the Lions go 
two up through Paul 
Bentvelzen after good work 
by Zoki Adioski and 
Todoroski, 

With ten minutes 
remaining Bobby Zafirov beat 
the offside trap from Michaet 
Hawrysiuk’s great ball and he 
calmly slid his shot past the 
advancing keeper for the final 
goal, 

Ayellino, though, produced 
two outstanding saves in the 
first ten minutes of the game, 
The first denied Todoroski 
from close-range and the 
second a miraculous stop to 
deny Mendo Lozevski's 
powerful header that had him: 
going one way only for him to 
stick his arm out and block. 

Ryde however started to 
play their way into the game, 
and for the last 25 minutes of 
the first-half dominated play. 

Adam Peatey should have 
scored after he played a one- 


PENRITH PANTHERS: 
ELMORE HERCULES 
N Migliaccio 80 


AC UNITED 
B Beddoni 27 


BATHURST '75 


AUBURN UNITED 
K Chang 8 


MANLY WARRINGAH 
MOOREBANK SPORTS. 
L Cleverly 62 


FEDERATION 
DIVISION ONE 


ROUND7 

First Grade 
Penrith Panthers 16 
Fairfield Bulls 15 
Hurstville City 15 
Stanmore Hawks 15 
Manly Warringah 13 
Rockdale City Suns 12 
Ilawarra Lions 9 


two with Chris Cowley but 
shot weakly, allowing David 
Aceski to save down low. 

Minutes later Peatey fed 
John Koch, who forced a save 
from Aceski and John McKie 
wasted the rebound with a 
wild shot over the bar. 

With Peatey dominating 
the midfield, Ryde continued 
to press but lacked attacking 
options and rarely threatened 
‘Aceski’s goal. 

Ryde started the better in 
the second-half but when 
Todoroski curled his shot 
through the crowded penalty 
‘area, the writing was on the 
wall. 

‘The win moves Bankstown 
into the top half while Ryde, 
still pointless, look like facing 
‘long hard year ahead. 

BANKSTOWN: Aceski, 
Hawrysiuk, Badrov, Josevski, 
Luksic, Eagleton, Todoroski, 
Trposki (K Josevski), Issa, 


Lozevski  (Bentvelzen), 
Adioski (Zafirov). 
RYDE: Avellino, 


Johnsson, Miranda, Cowley, 
Watkins (Stratford), Kelly, 
Koch, Peatey, Moffitt, 
Boudaher (Cetinay), McKie. 

Meanwhile Central Coast 
gave their biggest crowd for 
some years a reason to cheer 
with a well deserved draw 
with Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
at Pluim Park, 

Shane Knight scored the 
equaliser just 15 minutes from 
the end to level it at one 
apiece and deny the Eagles all 
three points. 

In what was a terrific 
match from start to finish, 
both sides had attack on their 
mind, 

Nathan Byrn was denied 
twice by Mladen Kos inside 
the first 25 minutes, the young. 
keeper making excellent 
saves. 

Mark Hoenselaars then put 
the Eagles ahead in the 28th 
‘minute, pouncing on a mix-up 


DIVISION ONE 
ROUND 7 


1st 
MT PRITCHARD 00 
ROCKDALECITYSUN = 1-4 
'S Najdovsis 26/61 
I Macdonald 71/74 
STANMORE HAWKS 
C Sciberras 30 
 Andrikipoulos 40 
ILLAWARRA LIONS 
D Delovski 81 
FAIRFIELD BULLS 
D locea 55/70 
N Ahmed 600/77 
HILLS UNITED 
HURSTVIFLLE CITY 


Bathurst °75 
Moorebank Sports 
Hills United 

AC United 
‘Auburn United 
Balmre Hercules 
Mt Pritchard 


UWI. 


Under 21 
Manly Warringah 18 
Hills United 16 
AC United 14 


LIONS 


in the Coasties defence, for a 
simple tap in. 

The Coasties continued to 
press for an equaliser and had 
a penalty claim turned away 
by referee Matthew Breeze 
early in the second-half, while 
Johnny Ghisso nearly caught 
the Coasties on the break, 
only for Knight to make a 
desperate last ditch tackle. 
However, the Central Coast 
outfit were rewarded when 
inspirational Peter Preston 
made a great run, passed 
across the penalty area, where 
Knight sweetly hit a low drive 
inside the far post. Bonnyrigg 
had a last minute chance to 
snatch victory, Brett Margin 
clearing off his line to the 
relief of the Coasties’ anxious 
supporters. 

In other matches: 

Blacktown City scored 
twice in each halt to record a 
comfortable 4-0 win over St 
George Saints. First-half 
goals to Steve Berry and Pat 
Bradley had the Demons in 
command and they finished it 
off with Aaron Holst and Ben 
Blake adding to the scoreline. 

Parramatta Eagles may 
have beaten Macarthur 
Rams 4-1 at Lynwood Park, 
but the Rams cause was not 
aided by the first-half send- 
offs of Richard Lloyd and 
Martin Bourke. Saso 
Petrovski scored a double for 
the Eagles and Steve 
Karavatakis, on his return, 
scored the opening Eagles 
goal. Macarthur started 
sensationally scoring inside 
the first minute through 
‘Trevor Whiddett. 

Canterbury are the 
surprise leaders after a narrow 
1-0 win over Sutherland 
Sharks, Jim Nikas getting the 
only goal. In the final match, 
Eastern Suburbs stormed 
home in the second-half to 
defeat Leichhardt Tigers 
3-1. 


Fairfield Bulls 12 
Hurstville City 12 
Bathurst “75 10 
Rockdale City Suns 10 
Penrith Panthers 10 
Moorebank Sports 10 
Aubum United 10 
Mt Pritchard 8 
Stanmore Hawks 6 
Belmore Hercules 4 
Tlawarra Lions 0 


Canterbury Berries 
Blacktown City 
Bonnyrigg WE 
Eastern Suburbs 
Bankstown City 
Leichhardt Tigers 
Parramatta Eagles 
Macarthur Rams 
Central Roast 
Sutherland Shire 
Ryde City Gunners 
St George Saints 


FEDERATION 
DIVISION TWO 


ROUND 5 

First Grade 
Dulwich Hill 15 
Hajduk Wanderers 11 
Greystanes 10 
Alexander Warriors 9 
HurstvilleZSC 8. 
MtDruitt Town 6 
Parramatta City 6 
Sydney District. 6 
Liverpool City 6 
Gladesville United 4 
Ameliffe Scots 3 
Uni of NSW 3 


Knight 75 
MACARTHUR RAI 
Whiddett 


Holst 55, Blake 62 


Buonavoglia 44 


Nikas 72 


Zafirov 80 


DIVISION TWO 
ROUND 5 


SYDNEY DISTRICT = 2 
HAJDUK WANDERERS 3 
HURSTVILLE ZSC 2 
UNI OF NSW 2 
PARRAMATTACITY = 3 

3 


LIVERPOOL CITY 


ALEXANDER WARRIORS 0 


GREYSTANES 
GLADESVILLE UNITED 
ARNCLIFFE SCOTS 


MT DRUITT RANGERS 1 


DIVISION 1 
ROUND 3 


GLADESVILLE RAVENS 
MARCONI FAIRFIELD 
UWS MACARTHUR 
EASTERN SUBURBS 
SUTHELAND SHARKS 
“UWS MACARTHUR 
*=Deferred game from Round 1 


WOMEN’S 
STATE LEAGUE 
— DIVISION 
ONE 


ROUND 3 
First Grade 


Sydney United 
Marconi Fairfield 
Sutherland Sharks 
NNSW ITC/Academy 
NSW INST/Academy 
UWS Macarthur 
Moorebank Sports 
Eastern Suburbs 
Gladesville Ravens 
Nepean Panthers 


coe Ua IIIS 
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NSW INST/ACADEMY 
SYDNEY UNITED 
MOOREBANK SPORTS 
INNSW ITC/ACADEMY 
NEPEAN ASSOC: 
SYDNEY UNITED 


Second Grade 
Sutherland Sharks 
Marconi Fairfield 
Sydney United 
NNSW ITC/Academy 
Gladesville Ravens 
NSW INST/Academy 
Eastern Suburbs 
Moorebank Sports 
Nepean Panthers 
UWS Macarthur 


SUPER LEAGUE — ROUND 4 
FIRST GRADE 


PREPARA RRRAAYD 


CENTRAL COAST 


MS 


BLACKTOWN CITY 
Berry 30, Bradley 43 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS 


CANTERBURY BERRIES 


BANKSTOWN CITY 
Todoroski 60, Bentvelzen 66 


1 


SCOMLURAAIES 


WwW D L F A OIF PTS 
3 1 Om 3 4 10 
SiO ee 10 pero 
Nea 53 ew iat poe use) 
z 1 1 8: eo aS oe 
2 1 1 SS 25-3246: 
2 1 1 SiGe 22. 
2=a0 Sern YG 1 6 
2 Ores EG 1G) 
1 1 hed 88 A024 
1 1 Oe ites oe 
O- SO ae, Wer OU 
0” [0s 4% =3'2 13. -10- =0) 


SUPER LEAGUE 


ROUND 4 
1ST ut uns 

BONNYRIGG WE iB 15 141 
Hoenselaars 27 
PARRAMATTA EAGLES 1-4 13 0-3 
Karavatakis 38 
Islas 40 
Petrovski 41 
‘ST GEORGE SAINTS 40 30 50 
EASTERN SUBURBS 13 14 WW 
Ekinci 58, Melissourgos 55 
Daniels 63 
SUTHERLAND SHARKS = 1-0 a4 WwW 
RYDE CITY GUNNERS 30 23 12 


AY NSW Soccer 
Federation 


SUPER LEAGUE 


ROUND 5 
Friday 10th April 
Leichhardt Tigers v Blacktown City 
Lambert Park — 3.00pm 
Ryde City v Canterbury Marrickville 
T G Millner Field — 3.00pm. 
Eastern Suburbs v Sutherland Sharks 
Wentworth Park — 3.00pm 
Saturday 11th April 
Bonnyrigg W.E. v Bankstown City 
Serbian Centre — 6.00pm 
Parramatta Eagles v Central Coast 
Melita Stadium — 3.00pm 
St George Saints v Macarthur Rams 
St George Stadium — 3.00pm 


ROUND 6 
Sunday 12th April 
Sutherland Sharks v Ryde City 
Seymour Shaw Park — 3.00pm 
Monday 13th April 
Bankstown City v Parramatta Eagles 
Jensen Park — 3.00pm 
Central Coast v St George Saints 
Pluim Park — 3.00pm 
Macarthur Rams v Leichhardt Tigers 
Lynwood Park — 3.00pm 
Blacktown City v Eastern Suburbs 
Gabbie Stadium — 6.00pm 
Canterbury Marrickville v Bonnyrigg W.E. 
Henson Park — 3.00pm 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE — 0055 22885 
Max. call cost 75c/min — IDS 
(Higher rate applies with mobile and public phones) 
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ENGLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aston Vita 2° Wettim = 0 
Leeds 2 Barnsley 1 
Leicester City 1 Coventry 1 
Shett Wea 1 Southampton 0 
‘Tottenham % Everton 1 
‘Wimbledon © Botton w o 

PWODLF APS 
Man U 32:19 6 7 60 23 63 
‘Arsenal 30 17 9 4.49.26 60 
Liverpool M199 75444 St 
Leeds U 215 6 1147 34 SI 
B’bum, 149 7 SL 39 SI 
Chelsea 30 15 3. 1259.35 48 
West Ham 314 5 1244 40 47 
Derby 30 13 6 1144 40 45 
‘Aston Villa 30 13 6 1440 42 45 
Coventry C 31 MLM 9 3736 44 
Soton 3213 4 1541 44 43 
Leicester C 31 10 11 1036 33 41 
Sheff Wed 32 11 7 1446 58 40 
Wimbledon 31 9 10 1230 34 37 
Newcastle 31 9 9 1328 35 36 
‘Tottenham 32.9 8 1933 49 35 
Everton 32 8 10 1436 47 34 
Bolton 2 6 13 132048 31 
Bamsley 29 4 193373 
Palace 31 6 8 1727 54 26 
Bury 2 Huddersfield 2 
Man, City 4 Stockport 1 
Norwich 2 Bradford 3 
Port Vale 3 Oxford 0 
Portsmouth 1 Birmingham 1 
Reading 2 Stoke 0 
Swindon 0 Charlton 1 
West Bromwich 2 Midilestrough 1 
‘Tranmere 0 Sunderland 2 

PWODLF APS 
Nott Forest 40 24 8 8 70 38 80 
Sunderland 4 31077441 79 
Middlesbrough M29 8 6538 15 
Charlton 40 21-9 1072 49 72 
Ipswich 39 18 13 8 64 38 67 
Sheffield U 38 17 14 7:56 41 65 
Birmingham 4116 15 1053 34 63 
W'hampton 17:9 13.47 39 60 
Bradford Al 14 14 13.44 45 56 
W, Biomich 4115 11 15.41 47 $6 
Stockport 41 16 7 18.62 60 55 
Oxford 41 1S 8 18 62 60 53 
Swindon 41 14 9 1839 60 St 
Crowe 40 15 5 2046 $7 50 
Huddersfield 41 12 11 18.47 60 47 
‘Tranmere 39 12 10 1743 48 46 
Bury 419 19 1339 50 46 
Port Vale 41 12 9 2050 58 45 
GPR 41 10 15 16.45 56 45 
‘Norwich 41 IL 12 1839 65 45 
Manchester C 41 11 102047 49 43 
Portsmouth: 40 11 9 2042 56 42 
Reading 4111 9 2138 69.42 
Stoke 41 9 13 1938 63 40 


DIVISION TWO 


Blackpool 1 Walsall 0 
Bournemouth 0 Wycombe 0 
Bristol City 1 Carlisle 0 
Fulham 2 Preston 1 
Grimsby 0 Gillingham 0 
Luton 3 York 0 
Millwall, 1 Bristol Rovers 1 
Northampton 0 Burely 1 
Oldham 2 Plymouth 0 
Wigan 3 Watford 2 
Wrexham 2 Brentford: 2 
Southend 0 Chestefitd 2 

PWODLF APS 
Bristol C 41249 86533 BE 
Watford 1 2114 6 61-38-77 
Grimsby 40 18 13 9 52.31 67 
Wrexham 41 17 14 1050 46 65 
Fulham 40 18 9 1350 37 63 
Northampton 41 16 15 1045 32 63 
Gillingham 41 17:10 1448 45 61 
Bristol Rovers 41 16 10 15:59 60 58 
Chestertield 41 14.15 12.41 38 57 
Bournemouth 40 14 12 1450 47 54 
Blackpool 40-15 9 1650 57 54 
Oldham: 40 13 14 1354 47 53 
Millwall 4) 14 10 1741 49 52 
‘Wycombe 401215 1447 ST SD 


York 41 12 15-1447 5451 
Preston 41 13 111748 50 50 
Walsall 39 13 10 1639 45 40 
Wigen 39 13 9 1754 60 48 
Luton 40 11 14 15.49 56 47 
Brentford 41 10 16 15.45 62 46 
Plymouth 41 1 12 18.49 52.45 
Bumley 39 10 12 17.44 Si 42 
Carlisle 411 8 25 61 4t 
Southend 41 ML 8 224572 41 
Brighton 2 Scunthorpe 1 
Darlington 2 Bamet 5 
Doncaster 1 Hull 0 
Exeter 5 Chester 0 
Hartlepool 3 Cambridge United. 3 
Leyton Orient 2 Mansfield 2 
Macclesfield 1 Lincoln 0 
Swansea 0 Shrewsbury = 
Torquay 0 Rochdale 0 
Colchester 2 Rotherham 1 
Peterborough 1 Notts County 0 
Scarborough 3 Candift 1 

PWDLF APS 
‘Notts County 41 26 10 5 68 36 88 
Torquay 41 20 10 1161 49 70 
Macclesfield 41 19 13-9 53 39 70 
Bamet 41 19 12 1058 43 69 
Searborough 41 19-11 1165 52 68 
Colchester 41 18 10 13.63 53 64 
Lincoln 41 17 13.1150 46 64 
Peterborough 41 17 121260 44 63 
Rotherham 4) 14-17 1057 52.59 
Leyton Orient 40 16 11 1352 39 59 
Exeter 41 14 15 1264 53 ST 
Mansfield 41 14 14.1357 50 56 
Scunthorpe 40 15 11 1450 50 56 
Chester 415 9 1752 58 54 
Cambridge U 41 12-17 1256 52 53 
Hartlepoot 41 IL 17 1256 52 53 
Shrewsbury 41 13:12 165397 51 
Darlington 41 13:10 18 $3 66.49. 
Cardiff 41 9 22 1047 44 49 
Rochdale 41 14 6 2145 49 48 
Swansea 4112 9 2044 56.45 
Brighton 41 6 14-2131 57 32 
Hull 41 8 7 2645-74-31 
Doncaster 41 4-7 30289 19 


SCOTLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aberdeen © StJohnstone 1 
Dundee Utd P Dunfermline P 

PWDLFAPS 
Celtic 019 6 55519 6 
Rangers 31 18 9 469.35 63 
Hears 30 18 7 5 63.37 61 
‘Stohastone 31 M7 1332.37 40 
Kilmamock 30 10 9 1133 47 39 
Dundee U 30-7 If 1238-43 32 
Motherwell 30 9 5 1639 50 32 
Aberdeen 317 10 1433 48 31 
Dunfermline 30 7 9 1436 61 30 
Hibernian US 9 173354 
Aindtieonians 1 Dundee 2 
Raith t Greenock Morton 2 
SiMirten 2. Hamilton 2 
Stirling 2 Ayr 0 

PWDLF APs 
Dundee 31 20.8 35017 68 
Raith 31 15 8 8 46 29 53 
Falkirk MoS 8 84938 53 
Airdrieonians 31 13:11 7 38 32 50 
Hamilton M9 10 1240 47 37 
Greenock 31 9° 9 1340 46 36 
StMirren 31.9 8 1939 48 35 
String 31 7 10 143952 31 
Ayr 317 «9 1532 50 30 
Patrick 31S I 1538 52 26 
Brechin P —Stenhousemuir P 
Tnverness Thistle 0 Forfar oO 
Livingston P Clyde P 
Stranmaer 2 Clydebank 1 


PWDLF APS 
(Clydebank 31 14 11 6 39 6 33 
Livingston 30 13 10 748 35 49 
Stranraer 31 14 7 1051 39-49 
Q of South 30 12 8 1048 41 44 
East File 30 12.5 134452 41 
Forfar 31 10 9 1246 55 39 
Steahousemuir 30 10 8 1236 41 38 
Inverness 31 9 10.1257 46 37 
Clyde 30-8 10.1236 47 34 
Brechin 30 6 10 1434 57 28 
Albion 0 Arbroath 1 
Alloa 1 RossCounty 1 
Dumbarton 1 EastStiting 0 
Montrose 4 Queen’sPark = 3 
Cowdenbeath P Berwick Pe 

PWDLF APs 
Alloa 31 19 4 8 63 36 61 
Arbroath 17 6 7583457 
Ross County 31 14 10-757 33 52 
East String 31 15 6 1141 36 SO 
Albion 29 5: 134757 38 
‘Queen's Park 31 9 9 1337 45 36 
Berwick 2% 8 11 1038-43 35 
‘Montrose 39 71547 68 34 
Cowdenbeath 30°10 1 1927 49 31 
Dumbarton 31 6 10153751 28 


BELGIUM 


Westeio 2 Mouseron 1 
Club Bruges 3 Charleroi 2 
Lommel 1 Germinal Ekerea 1 
Eendracht Aalst 2 Anderlecht = 3 
Antwerp 3 Liene 2 
Beveren 0 Genk 2 
RWDMolenbesk —«0—Gheat 2 
Harelbeke 2 Standand Liege 0 

PWDLF APs 
Club Bruges BB4162B 2B 
Genk B19 4 $602 61 
Ekeren Bis 6 851 40 48 
Harelbeke BB 13-9 6.45 26 48 
Anderlecht 2B 13-7 8 4633 46 
Lokeren 2 14 1 1255 54.43 
Lierse 2B 12 6 104537 42 
Lommel B10 7 1142 42 37 
Ghent 2% 8 12 83837 36 
Standard. 2B 8 10 1038 38 34 
Wester 2% 8 10 1042 46 4 
S-Truiden 77-8 9 1024 29 3 
Charleroi B87 1339920 
Aalst ® 8 7 13425331 
Mouseron B77 143042 B 
Beveren BS sins B 
Molenbeek B64 182965 2 
Antwerp % S$ 6 172952 21 


CROATIA 


The regular 12-club championship is now 
split in two, The six clubs in group A play 
off for the championship, the sides in Group 
B play to stay in the premier league. Note: 
Points totals include half of those won 
during the regular season. 
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PWODLF APs 

Lens 30 18 4 8 4428 58 
Mew 30 16 8 6 42.26 56 
Marseille 30 16 6 8 45 24 54 
Monaco 30 16 4 1043 28 52 
PS Germain 30 14 7 9 41 30 49 
Bordeaux 30.13 107 44 35.49 
Lyon 30 14 4 1233.33 46 
Auxerre 30 13 6 1149.40 45 
Bastia 30 11 10 9 30 22 42 
Nantes 30 6 133034 39 
Montpellier 30 9 10 1129 36 37 
LeHavee 30-8 12 1032 31 36 
Strasbourg 30 8 8 143541 32 
Rennes 30 8 8 1433 42 32 
Toulouse 30 8 8 1424.43.32 
Guingamp 30.7 8 152437 29 
Cannes 30-7 7 1631 SL 28 
Chateauroux 30°7 6 1726 53 27 
Stuttgart 1 Cologne 1 
ABielefeld 0 Wolfsburg 1 
Hansa Rostock 3 Dortmund 1 
Bochum 3 Schalke 04 0 
Werder Bremen 0 Bayern Munich 3 
1860 Munich 1 Hamburg 1 
everkusen 1 Bor M’gladbach 1 
Karlsruhe 0 Hertha Bertin = 2 
Duisburg, 1 Kaiserstautem 1 
PWDLF APis 

Kaiserstautem 28:17 7 45031 58 
Bayem 29 16 7 6 5631 55 
Leverkusen 28 13 11 4 56.31 50 
‘Schalke 2B M12 5 32:25 45 
Hansa Rostock 29 12 7 1042 35 43 
Stuttgart 29 119 94541 42 
Hertha Berlin 28 MN 6 1136 42 39 
Borussia Dortmund 28 10 8 1049 44 38 
Werder Bremen 29 10 8 1136 46 38 
Duisburg 29 9 9 1135 40 36 
Cologne 27 10 5 13.44 $2 35 
Wolfsburg 2 10 5 143442 35 
Bochum 2% 9 7 1235439 34 
Hamburg 29 8 10 1133 40 34 
1860 Munich 29 8 8 1335.47 32 
Karlsruhe 29 7 9 133851 30 
B M’gladbach 2 6 11 1243-50 29 
A Bielefeld 7 5 1633 44 26 
AEK 1 Veria 2 
Tonikos 2 Kevala 0 
Kalamata 3 Salonika 1 
Paniliakos 0 Proodeftiki 1 
Xanthi 1 Apollon 0 
Althinaikos 1 Bthikos 1 
PAOK 6 Panionios 1 
Panathinaikos 0 Olympiakos «2 
oF! 1 Panahaiki 0 
PWODLF AP 

Olympiakos: 29 25:1 3:74:18 16 
Panathinaikos 2B 1 57524 7 
AEK 29 19 6 450.25 6 
PAOK 29 18 6 5 5834 60 
Tonikos 217 6 64423 57 
Salonika 29 13:7 9 4338 46 
Xanthi 29-11 6 1244 47 39 
oF 29 12 3 1438 49 39 
Veria 29 10 6 1332 38 36 
Paniliakos 29 9 8 1230 40 35 
Apollon, 29 10 5 1427.35 35 
Panionios 29.9 4 163447 31 
Panahaiki 2 8 4 1724.49 28 
Proodefiiki 29 7 5 1729 54 26 
Kalamata 29 6 7 1623.41 25 
Athinaikos 29 6 7 1622 44 25 
oe i 2 3 1923 45 24 
5 1828 53 23 

Volendam Waalwijk 4 
Enschede i Utrecht 2 
Groningen 1 RodaJC 1 


tw aes 
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10 
8 10 


aRnow-mue 


9 10 
107 
86 
8.6 
86 
514 
5 10 
56 
2 


1138 43, 
1131 31 
1045 48 
1131 36 
15.50 59 
1237 35 
1731 53 
1335 38 
1435 52 
1640 59 
1727 62 
1927 79 


933 32 
9 42 38 
1142 50 
1439 45 
1425 38 
1430 53 
9 2031 
13.21 40 
1727 0 


6 2020 64 


Rio Ave 1 Campomaiorense 
Chaves 2 Varin 
Guimaraes 0 Maritimo 
Benfica 2 Belenenses 
Sporting Lisbon 2 Loca 
Boavista 3 Salgueitos 
Braga 1 Amadora 
Farense 1 Porto 
PWDLFA 
Porto 20 5 35927 
Benfica 2B 167 5.4725 
Guimarses 137 83420 
Boavista 28 12 10 6 42 25 
Sporting 129 73424 
Estrela 2 12 8 83731 
Maritimo: 28 12 8 8 32 26 
Sulgueiros 28 10 9 9 36 31 
Rio Ave 28 10.9 934.33 
Leva 28 10 5 1327 40 
Camp'rense 28 9 7 1240 44 
Braga 2% 7 11 1036 41 
Setubal 187 122032 
Farense 28 6 12 103441 
‘Academica 1 6 10112132 
Varzim 28 6 10 1224 39 
Chaves ® 6 4 182451 
Belenenses 28 3 8 1716 44 
‘Tenerife oO ‘Zaragoza 
Valencia 4 AtMadrid 
Mallorca 1 Merida 
Racing Santander’ 2-——Celia Vigo 
Real Sociedad 1 ‘Salamanca 
‘Sporting Gijon 1 Espanyol 
Valladolid 4 Compostela 
Barcelona 2 Oviedo 
Deportivo 2 Real Betis 
Real Madrid 0 Ath Bilbao 


SRRERSEH ERS SESSSERAF 


Spee S 


Cont. 

PWD FA Ps 
Barcelona 31 2 4 7 68 42 64 
Real Madrid 32:15 I) 6 54.37 56 
Real Sociedad 32:13:13 6 50 31 52 
Mallorca 32 14:10 8 46 30 52 
Celta Vigo 32 15 6 1145 39 51 
ALBilbao 32:13:12: 7:43 41 ST 
Real Betis 3 M4 8 9 41:39 50 
Valencia 32 14 6 1248 35 48 
AtMadrid 32 12:1 9 64 48 47 
Espanyol 32:10 13 9 37 27 43 
‘Valladolid 32 12:7 1335 45 43 
Deportivo, 32 10 12 1036 34 42 
Zaragoza 32 10 11 1139 48 41 
Oviedo 32 8 13 1132 39 37 
Merida 32:9 9 1430 45 36 
Salamanca 32:9 8 1531 41 35 
Racing 32.9 8 1540 51 35 
Compostela 32 8 101442 55 4 
Tenerife 32 8 10 1433 49 34 
Gijon 32 2 6 2426 4 12 
Grasshoppers 5 Sion 2 
‘Luceme 1 ‘Lausanne 0 
Servette 1 ‘FC Zurich 1 
‘St Gallen 2 Aarau 0 

PWDLFAPs 
Grasshoppers 6 3 1 21611 33 
Servette 63308 4 32 
Lausanne. 631233 6 6% 
PC Zurich 632126 6 
StGallea G23I1664 
Aarau, Stes, 2th 23 
Lucerne 613271021 
Sion 612281320 


Catch 


Graz AK 
Rapid V 

LASK 

‘Tirol Innsbruck 
Salzburg 

A Viena 

Ried 

Lustenau 
Admira 


BULGARIA 


Litex Lovech 
Spartak Pleven 
Spartak Vana 

Etar Veliko Tamovo 
Minyor Pernik 
Botey Plovdiv 
CSKA Sofia 

Stavia Sofia 


Litex Lovech 
Levski Sofia 
SKA 
Bourgas 
Slavia Sofia 
Lokomotiv Sofia 
Sp Varma 
Kyustenil 
Minyor 
Teteven 
Botey 


roe sits 


Dobradzha 4 8 3 1426 46 26 
Plovdiv 24 8 2 142450 26 
Metalurg 47 4 1320.26 
SumGaz 1 SP Pleven 24 6 0 1829 63 18 
EAGLES M4 2 181965 4 
Tirol Innsbruck 2 
‘Austria Vienna 1 UNG 
Lustenau 0 
Videoton 1 Vasas Budapest 3 
yeotram Sem 1 apeant | 
2B 4 6 842 26 4 Temakeske Veen 
3 in Dab at ag Fevencvaros 3 RCVe 2 
R4t : 
28 10 8 103739 33 ies ; cei 3 
28 10 7 1135 30 37 Cmca eee ee 2 
28 10 7 1135 38 37 ee peter 
se 97 andy 34 RipestHonved 1 HSzombathely 0 
28 4 11 13.27 45.23 
2B 5 4 1929 65 19 PWODLF APs 
Ujpest 4 16 5 34119 33 
Ferencvaros 1d 4 642 28 46 
Gyor Eo 2 13-7 43319 46 
Vasas Budapest 24 14 3-749 :32 45 
N Bourgas 9 MTK Budapest 4126 6413 2 
TASAe Paki 0: EON MM 4 9343837 
Metalurg Perk 1 Otszer Aga M8 10 63728 4 
Lokomotiv Sofa 3 BYSC Budapest M97 BMH 
OlimpitTeteven 9. Debvsen 249 7 83330 34 
Ns Dobrich Zalseperszeg 4W3 NLM B 
Levaki Kyustendt 1 Dioseyor 24 10 31133 28 33 
LevkiSefa 2 BanyaszSiofok %4 9 3 1226 30 30 
Hialadas Szombathely «24-6 6 1230 36 24 
PWD LG Apis KispestHoaved 247 3:43:39 
4 18'S 163.17 59 Betesesaba 246 6 12172 
SNe ssasrio. 3 SE 45 7 123338 2 
24 16 4 456.21 52 Tiscakeeske M57 :122756 2 
A 14 3753.26 45. Stadler Akasz10 37 1419 45 16 
24 ML 9 436.24 42 
HSS) LUXEMBURG 
24 10 4 1035 30 34 
24 MN 1 1236 34 34 
24 8 5 112529 29 SporaLuxemboug 1 —_—Duselange 1 
24-9 1 142242 28 Grovenmacher 1 Union Luxembourg 0 
24 8 3 13.20 36 27 —Sponing Mertzig 5 RedBoysDiffer 0 


ANT 1 


(Optus Vision) 


e action from th 


Jeunesse Esch 1 Hobscheid 0 
‘Avénir Beggen 3 Petange 1 
Rumelange 3 Wiltz 3 

PWODLFAPs 
Jeunesse 17123-25117 39 
Union 17 12 23:47 18 38 
Grevenmacher 7103 43115 3B 
Avenir 793533230 
Dadelange 77 6 4322527 
Hobscheid 177 4-626 20 25 
Mentzig 176 47228 2 
Wiltz 17 5 6 6 303021 
Petange 7 4 4 92535 16 
Spora 17 4 3 102647 15 
Rumelange 7 3 4 102157 13 
Red Boys 7Wo04 BR 4 
Gloria Bistrita 1 Chindia Tirgoviste 1 
Siu Petrosani 2 Rapid Bucharest 6 
CSMResita 1 FOMBacy 1 
Ceahlaul Piatra Neamt 1 Farol Constanta 1 
Universitatea Chyj 0 2 
Otelul Galati 1 2 
Sportul Studentese 1 2 
National Bucharest = 3 
Stedua Bucharest 5 

PWODLF APS 
‘Steaua Bucharest 2% 21 4 3 6729 67 
Rapid Bucharest 2 20 5 3 61 20 65 
National Bucharest 2% 17 5 65227 56 
‘Arges Pitesti 2 17:3 84229 54 
Otelul Galati 2% 17 29:48 24 $3 
Dinamo Bucharest 28 14 2 1248 41 44 
CSM Resta 28 13-5 1045 42 44 
Universitatea Craiova 28 13.3 1254 36 42 
Ceahlau! Piatra 28 11 6 113438 39 
Farul Constanta 28 UL 4 1328 42 37 
Gloria Bistita 28 10 4 1942 48 34 
Petrolu! Pioiest 28 9 6 1333 38 33 


FCM Bacau 2% 8 8 12293332 
Foresia Fahiceni 2% 8 8 1226 33 32 
Universitatea Cluj 2% 8 5 1528 32 29 
Chindia Tirgoviste 28 7 8 133054 29 
Sportul Suudentese 28 $ 3 202750 18 
Siul Petrosani 28 2 1 251795 7 
Zemmun Belgrade 2 Zelemik Belgrade 2 
Rad Belgrade 1 Mladost Lucan 0 
CukarickiBelgnde 1 Hajduk Kula 0 
Crvena Zvezda Belgrade 4 ‘Buduc Podgorica 0 
Partizan Belgrade «0 Obific Belgrade 1 
Vojyodina Novi Sad 3—_Proleter Zrenjanin 2 

PWODLF APS 
Obilic 25 2 4 155 16 6F 
Crvens Zvezda 25 20 3 268 18 63 
Patizan 25:17 3 5 6128 54 
Vojvodina 25 12 6 750.49 42 
Zemun 259 79:30:39 4 
Rad 25.9 5 1125 29 32 
Cukaricki 2 8 3 142931 27 
Hajduk 257 4 1424 43 25 
Zeleznik 25 7 4 1435 50 25 
Miadost 25 6 3 1618 45 21 
Buduenost 2547 1421 44 19 
Proleter 25 6 1 1829 53 19 
AberystwythTown 3 ConwyfUnited 0 
Bangor City 0 Newown 3 
Barry Town 32 Cemaes Ynys Mon 0 
Caernarfon Town 3 Haverfordwest. 1 
Cacrsws 0 Connah's Quay 2 
Carmarthen Town = 1 TNS Llansantfraid 3 
(Cwmbran Town 3 Pomthmadog =| 
Ebbw Vale 3 Rhyl 3 
ICT Cardiff 1 lint Town 3 
‘Welshpool 3 RhayaderTown 3 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND SUBSCRIPTIONS CONTACT OPTUS ON 13 33 11 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — APRIL 7, 1998 19 


ith the two seasons’ past 

champions in the running for top 

spot, Ipswich surprised most with 
a dramatic rise to the top of English football. 
‘They ended up finishing three points clear of 
the 1960 champions. 

Ipswich lost just twice at home and scored 
58 goals in 21 games. Burnley, in second, 
scored eight more and conceded one less in 
total, 

At the bottom Chelsea were relegated and 
along with them went Cardiff City. A 2-2 draw 
at Aston Villa in their game in hand was not 
enough to.catch Fulham. 

Division Two saw a team that had never 
made it to the top join a regular contributor 
returning to the pinnacle of English football. 
Leyton Orient had outlasted Sunderland in the 
mun in to take out minners-up spot. 

A 1-1 draw at Swansea on April 28 cost 
Sunderland second spot as Orient defeated 
Bury 2-0 at home. However clear champions of 
the division were ‘Liverpool. Led by Roger 
Hunt's 41 goals the club did not lose at home 
and missed out on only 22 points in total all 
season, 

Bristol Rovers and Brighton were relegated 
‘out of the division and they were replaced by 
Division Three champions Portsmouth and the 
runners-up, Grimsby Town. 

At the bottom in the Third Division 
Torquay, Lincoln City, Brentford, and Newport 
were all relegated, It had been a very poor 
season for Welsh clubs with Cardiff and 
Newport also relegated, and Swansea missing 
relegation by one place, 

Up from Division Four went Millwall, 
Colchester, Wrexham, and Carlisle. Since 
entering the League in 1928 this was the first 
time Carlisle had won promotion. They had a 
fight on their hands though and finished just.a 
point clear of Bradford City, and a win clear of 
York City. 

A2-0 win over Chester on the last day of the 
season was enough to see off Bradford, who 
also won on that final day (5-3 at home to 
}). Chester actually finished bottom of 
ion, but a sadder fate was that of 
Accrington Stanley, who resigned from the 
league 33 games in and whose record was 
expunged from the history books, 

Rochdale defeated Blackburn on aggregate 
in the League Cup and Norwich defeated 
Blackpool the same way, and by the same total, 
4-3, in the semi-final stage of the competition. 

Division Two verse Division Four showed 
that this competition was not held in high 


esteem by many. 

However the two sides battled hard in the 
two legs with Norwich winning the first 3-0 at 
Spotland, and the second, 1-0 at Carrow Road, 
to take the League Cup. Attendances over the 
two legs totalled 30,900, 

Spurs repeated their FA Cup successes as 
they defeated Burnley 3-1 in the final. The 
great side Tottenham was is evidenced by the 
goal scorers for them in the game: Greaves, 
Smith and Blanchflower (who converted a 
penalty pictured right). 

Hobson scored the only goal for Burnley 
who finished runners-up in both major 
competitions. Actually Jim Robinson's goal 
(which tied the scored at 1-1) was the 100th 
goal scored at Wembley in FA Cup finals. 

Oxford United win the championship in the 
Southern League once more, and now they 
were off to play in the football league, Bath 
City finished runners-up while Guildford were 
third. 

Down from the Premier Division went 
Tonbridge, King’s Lynn, Folkestone Town and 
Cheltenham Town. Up in their place were 
champions Wisbech Town (on the first attempt 
after being relegated last season), Poole Town, 
Dartford, and Rugby Town. 

Hastings finished bottom of Division One 
with just 14 points to their name, Cambridge 
United won the Southern League Cup over 
Margate despite being 0-2 and 2-3 down at 
various stage over the two legs. The final 
aggregate scoreline was 4-3. 

In Scotland ,.. Dundee were celebrating as 
they lifted the League Championship away 
from second-placed Rangers. At the bottom 
Stirling Albion were relegated but who went 
down with them was a very tight call, with five 


teams finishing within two points of relegation. ~ 


Tt fell into the hands of St Johnstone whose 
0-3 loss to the champions, Dundee, was enough 
to relegate them on goal-percentage. 

Airdrie and St Mirren both finished equal 
with St Johnstone on 24 points. Division Two 
saw Clyde champions by « point over Queen of 
the South, and both won promotion. Brechin 
City, with just 12 points, finished last. 

Rangers defeated Hearts 3-1 in a replay in 
the League Cup after the first match ended 1-1. 
Along with this trophy Rangers collected the 
Scottish FA Cup, defeating St Mirren 2-0 in the 
final. 

‘St Mirren had upset Celtic in the semi-finals 
but may have been more concerned about their 
relegation battle than the SFA Cup final. For 
Rangers, it was a domestic *Cup Double’ 


Danny Blanchflower scores in Spurs’ victory over 
Burnley in the 1962 FA Cup Final. 


ENGLAND 


DIVISION 1 
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DIVISION 3 


Portsmouth 65, Grimsby T 62, Bournemouth 59, QPR 59, 
|Peterboro Utd 58, Bristol C 54, Reading 53, Northampton T 51, 
|Swindon T 49, Hull C 48, Bradford 47, Port Vale 45, Notts Co 43, 
Coventry C 43, Crystal P 42, Southend U 42, Watford 41, Halifax T 
40, Shrewsbury T 38, Bamsley 38, Torquay U 36, Lincoln C 35, 

|| Brentford 34, Newport Co 22. 
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DIVISION 4 


Millwall 56, Colchester U 55, Wrexham 53, Carlisle U 52,} 
Bradford C 51, York C 50, Aldershot 49, Workington 49, Barrow| 
48, Crewe A 46, Oldham A 46, Rochdale 45, Darlington 45, 
Mansfield T 44, Tranmere R 44, Stockport Co 43, Southport 43, 
Exeter C 37, Chesterfield 37, Gillingham 37, Doncaster R 29, 
Hartlepools U 27, Chester 26, 


SCOTLAND 


DIVISION 1 
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Dundee 
Rangers 
Celtic 
Dunfermline A 
Kilmarnock 
Hears 
Partick T 
Hibermian 
Motherwell 
Dundee U 
T Lanark 
Aberdeen 
Raith R 
Falkirk 
Airdrie 

St Mirren 
StJohnstone 
Stirling A 
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Clyde 

Queen of the South 

Morton 

Alloa 

‘Montrose 

Arbroath, 

Stranraar 

Berwick R 

Ayr Utd 

East Fife 

E Stirling 

Queen's Park 

Hamilion A 

Cowdanbeath 

Stenhousemuir 

Forfar A 

Dumbarton 

Albion R 36 
Brechin € 36 5 
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SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 


Oxford United 61, Bath City 57, Guildford City 56, Yeovil Town 54, 
Chelmsford City 50, Weymouth 47, Kettering Town 47, Hereford} 
United 44, Cambridge City 44, Bexleyheath & Welling 43, Romford 
39, Cambridge United 38, Wellington Town 38, Gravesend & 
Northfleet 38, Bedford Town 37, Worcester City 37, Merthyr Tydfil 37, 
Clacton Town 36, Tonbridge 34, King’s Lynn 32, Folkestone Town 30, 
Cheltenham Town 25, 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 


Wisbech Town 53, Poole Town 52, Dartford 50, Rugby Town 49, 
Margate 46, Corby Town 44, Sittingbourne 44, Dover 44, Yiewsley 42, 
Barry Town 39, Ashford Town 39, Hinckley Athletic 38, Burton Albion| 
37, Nuneaton Borough 36, Tunbridge Wells United 31, Canterbury City| 
30, Ramsgate Athletic 29, Trowbridge Town 27, Gloucester City 16, 
Hastings United 14. 


SHEFFIELD UNITED 0 NEWCASTLEUNITED 1 


Shearer 60 


‘e may have only scored once in the 

Premiership but the brush with relegation 

which has caused embarrassment on 
‘Tyneside was forgotten in a celebratory frenzy which 
could also land Stuart Pearce in hot water after a 
clenched-fist salute in front of the Sheffield United 
fans, 

Newcastle supporters, who were occupying Old 
Trafford’s Everest-like North Stand, had received a 
health warning on their tickets about vertigo. Little did 
they know in this season of underachievement that they 
‘were going to hit the heights of Wembley. 

It should have been easier on the massed ranks of the 
Toon Army, who were left shaking with nerves as the 
First Division side laid siege in the closing minutes in a 
frantic attempt to force extra time.” 

If $7.5m Swede Andreas Andersson had combined 
accuracy with his hard work, the former AC Milan strik- 
er would have been celebrating a first-half hat-trick, 

‘Three times he glided through the Sheffield United 
defence. First, the inevitable Shearer flick-on saw 
‘Andersson bearing down on the exposed Kelly. The jar- 
ring collision inside the box ended with the ball squirting 
towards the line, only for Lee Sandford to clear acrobati- 
cally. 

On the second occasion, his angled drive was blocked 
by Kelly only for it to break for Shearer, who found 
Roger Nilson an impenetrable barrier. 

Finally, Andersson appeared to have the goal at his 
mercy from a razor sharp through ball from John Barnes 
but instead of firing goalwards he unselfishly attempted 
to find Keith Gillespie and allowed a relieved David 
Holdsworth to clear, 

Gary Speed also headed against the post, fizzed a 
drive across the face of the goal and saw another header 
land on the roof of the net. 

How Neweastle would have rued those squandered 
opportunities as Sheffield United carved out their own 
chances, Nicky Marker found the adventurous Wayne 
Quinn inside the area but Republic of Ireland goalkeeper 
Shay Given demonstrated his agility to end the danger. 

Pearce was also in the action, bravely stopping 
Graham Stuart in his tracks, but he sayed his main hero- 
ies to the dying seconds. 

As the First Division side gambled everything on a 
late couple of raids, Traianos Dellas fed Quinn, whose 
goalbound effort was denied by Given’s fist. 

The dramatic finale saw Newcastle’s outstanding 
Greek defender Nikos Dabizas twice squeeze out Stuart 
asthe ball ping-ponged around the crowded penalty box, 

If Newcastle had surrendered, it would have been 
rough justice on Dalglish’s side, who had risen above the 
soratchy form which saw them enter this game with only 
two wins in 18 games. 

Both Dalglish and Shearer had promised the fed-up 
Newcastle hordes that it was payback time for the 
‘months of anguish and at the final whistle, Dalglish, who 
had made a pre-match confession that much of the agony 
had been down to him, hugged everyone in sight and 
saved a special embrace for the man of the afternoon, 
Shearer. 
WOLVERHAMPTON 0 ARSENAL 1 
Wreh 12 


‘olves have a long history of coming off 

badly in fairy tales so perhaps the sticky 

end which befell them in this FA Cup semi- 
final was only too predicable, 

If Wolves thought that they were lying in wait forthe 
Little Red Riding Hoods of Highbury then long before 
Arsenal might have been forced to admit: ‘My, how 
sharp your teeth are!” the game was already won, In the 
second half there was little more that Mark McGhee's 
side could have done to huff and puff and blow the 
Arsenal down but there are few Gunners in that defence 
who are made of straw, 

‘The chant of ‘1-0 to the Arsenal’ based on having 
bricks and mortar in the foundations and Wolves were 
soon out of breath. Their players will wake up this mom- 
ing with the searing awareness that FA Cup fairy tales 
are earned, not gifted, and Wolves did not deserve theirs. 

Football teams who wish to defeat this impressive 
cohesive unit which Arsene Wenger has built need not 
have 10 commandments - only one. 

Mark McGhee’s players could have lied, stolen, com- 
mitted adultery, shown jealousy and even coveted their 
neighbour's ox but they simply could not commit the sin 
of allowing Arsenal to go ahead. 

‘They had nothing to suggest they would succeed 
where Wimbledon, Manchester United, Sheffield 
Wednesday and Bolton have failed in recent matches. By 
the end the finalists should have had a couple of penal- 
ties, should have scored at least two more and to 
Wenger's great chagrin could have dulled their manag- 
er’s nerves a little, 

But that is nothing to the way McGhee must have 


been suffering. All he begged of his players was to get 
behind the ball, be stuffy, be boring, forget the watching 
television audience and catch Arsenal unawares. Above 
all, do not make daft mistakes. 

So they will squirm when they remember the way 
they kissed goodbye to a day out at Wembley. Hans 
Segers took an unnecessarily quick goal kick which was 
as badly-executed as it was pointless, given that none of 
his players had regrouped or were ready to look for pos- 
session. 

Perhaps he slipped a little on the paddyfield turf but 
the ball took off like a startled grouse, flying low, before 
flopping at the feet of a dangerous Gunner. Patrick 
Vieira bagged the gift, set off towards the penalty area, 
drawing Keith Curle and Dean Richards before releasing 
a lovely pass to Chris Wreh whose shot was one of 
pinpoint marksman. 

In that moment it was all over, Vieira was immense 
all game again, partnering Emmanuel Petit in an impass- 
able wall in front of Arsenal's impregnable defence. 

‘The two Frenchman clogged up everything that 
Wolves tried to do in the first half and Steve Froggatt, 
who had the beating of Gilles Grimandi at right back, 
was denied the opportunity to show that fact for a large 
chunk of the game. “We didn’t give ourselves much of a 
chance and we are disappointed for having gifted the 
game to Arsenal,” said McGhee. “We get away with 
mistakes like that in the First Division but, against 
Arsenal, you need quality to go with your effort. 

“Vieira is already like Graeme Souness at his best 
because he can break things down, harass players into 
mistakes and still look as if he hasn’t even started work - 
the tempo he Keeps up is unbelievable.” 

Arsenal were almost gifted another goal not long after 
the first when Richards gave the ball to Vieita and when 
Ray Parlour’s shot was blocked by Segers, Nicolas 
‘Anelka put the rebound into the side netting, More for- 
tune came Wolves’ way when Kevin Muscat barged 
down Anelka for what might have been a penalty and 
with minutes to go Marc Overmars’ run was halted by a 
clear foul from Adrian Williams in the box. 

Inbetween Wolves finally let Froggatt expose 
Grimandi for long enough that Wenger later said: “We 
had 20 difficult minutes when I was a little concerned.” 

Don Goodman appeared to have the chance to 
equalise when Seaman dropped a cross early in the sec- 
ond-half but from the tangle with Petit nothing resulted. 

“It is interesting that a player who was barely known 
a couple of months ago has scored the winning goals 
against Wimbledon, Bolton and now Wolves,” said 
Wenger with just the hint of a superior smile. 

‘The rabbits which this magician continually pulls out 
of the transfer market hat, Nicolas Anelka, Alex 
Manninger, Patrick Vieira and of course Wreh, are the 
reason why Arsenal have Kept on running while other 
teams have stumbled. 

But for how long can Arsenal rely on scoring one, 
missing a barrel load of chances and defending like 
heroes? Whether or not they can win the double will 
depend on the answer to that question. 


SCOTLAND 
RANGERS 2 ceLTIC 1 
MeCoist 75 Burley 90 
Alberz 88 


eltic’s bid to win their first treble in 29 years 

wilted in roughly the same number of second- 

half minutes it took Ally McCoist to give 
Rangers the lead in the Tennents Scottish Cup semi- 
final at Parkhead. 

Rangers, under pressure for much of the first half, 
snatched the initiative after the break and underlined 
their authority with two excellent goals. Both bore the 
hallmark of Jorg Albertz, who set one up for Ally 
McCoist in the 75th minute before driving through to 
beat Jonathan Gould with a stunning shot with two min- 
utes remaining. 

Tt hardly mattered that Craig Burley scored for Celtic 
in injury time. Rangers were envisaging their place in 
the Final with Hearts on May 16 by then - the third 
meeting between the clubs in finals during the last two 
years - and deservedly so. 

Wim Jansen was left to lament the fact that his side 
ran short of verve and enterprise, not for the first time in 
recent weeks either. 

How to lift them before next Sunday's crucial cham- 
pionship game between the teams at Ibrox is a problem 
with which he must wrestle. But Rangers manager 
‘Walter Smith said: “I don’t think this win will give us a 
psychological boost as people suggest. If anything, it 
will make Celtic more determined.” 

Tt was a mark of how well McCoist has done since 
returning to the side, not to mention his motivational 
powers, that Rangers preferred to play him rather than 
‘Marco Negri in their 4-4-2 system. His principal ally in 
attack was Brian Laudrup although he had to contend for 


the first hour or so with Enrico Annoni who followed 
him wherever he went. 

Tom Boyd had to be almost as wary of Albertz, the 
German midfielder’s spate of goals having helped keep 
Rangers in contention for a 10th successive title. But he 
broke clear early on, taking a pass from Jonas Thern and 
forcing Mare Rieper to swipe the ball past a post. 

Gould's Rangers counterpart, Andy Goram, did not 
have to wait long to become involved, Simon Donnelly 
stretching him with a swerving ball that he was happy to 
push away. Henrik Larsson followed up with a shot that 
lacked conviction and another which Goram did very 
well to knock single-handed for a comer. 

Rangers had been forced into making an 18th-minute 
substitution, Lorenzo Amoruso replacing Gordan Petric 
who had a thigh injury. He might have picked a less 
demanding occasion on which to make his oft-postponed 
debut but, having been schooled in Italy, never looked 
likely to be unnerved by the intimidating atmosphere. 

Albertz went close to scoring after Laudrup had burst 
past Boyd. The German then scampered towards the left 
touchline to collect a searching pass from Them 

Was this the moment in which Rangers’ renewed 
efforts would reach fruition? McCoist promptly 
answered the question by running in at the back post to 
beat Gould with a snap header from Albertz’s cross. 
Celtic, with Darren Jackson and David Hannah having 
taken over from Harald Brattbakk and Alan Stubbs, must 
have felt sick, Then, only moments after Regi Blinker 
replaced Hannah, Albertz scored his splendid goal. 

Rangers were ecstatic and worried only briefly that 
Celtic might add to Burley's injury-time goal, from a 
pass by Donnelly, and somehow snaich a replay. 


FALKIRK 1 HEARTS 3 
McAllister 65 ‘Adams 5,89 
McCann 90 


earts claimed a place in the Scottish Cup 
Final but they all destroyed the myth that 
this competition is all about romance. 

Stephane Adam and Neil McCann scored goals in the 
ast two minutes of the semi-final to spare the Premier 
League side embarrassment and leave Falkirk bemused 
as well as beaten. 

The fairytale script had demanded that the troubled 
First Division club returned to the final just 12 months 
after they had risen above their station for the first time. 

And their performance left them entitled to believe 
that they were cheated out of this ambition after not only 
dominating the match but also providing a hero fit to win 


it. 

Kevin Medllister played the game of his long career. 
‘The winger was not only named ‘Man of the Match’ but 
also scored what may well become the goal of the sea- 
son. It looked like giving Falkirk the chance of a replay 
until that glimpse of glory disappeared in the final 
moments, 

Tt was a cruel end for the man and his mates. In the 
last few weeks, the Brockville club has been forced into 
voluntary liquidation. For the past two weeks the players 
had not only accepted a 50% cut in wages but had also 
expressed their determination to battle for the town and 
its supporters. 

‘They did rather more than that at Ibrox, They won 
just about every loose ball and with McAllister inspired, 
they created enough chances to gain a famous victory. 

Hearts clearly missed the calming midfield influence 
of Steve Fulton but manager Jim Jefferies’ rash of sub- 
stitutions revealed that the manager Was concerned that a 
season could largely fall apart in a single afternoon. 

All the time Falkirk put their heads down and contin- 
ued to work. They had joined hands in front of their sup- 
porters before the match, clearly stating that whatever 
the future may hold to a beleaguered club, they were not 
going to let this unexpected opportunity pass them by 
without a fight. 

Thomas Flogel hit a long crossfield free kick after a 
David Moss hand ball. It fell to Jim Hamilton wide on the 
right and the striker carried it without trouble to the bye- 
Tine before pushing a low cross into the penalty area. The 
ball eluded the Falkirk defence and Adam at the far post 
could hardly conceal his delight as he was left with noth- 
ing else to do apart from sidefoot the ball over the line. 

‘With time running out McAllister produced a won- 
drous goal in the 85th minute, He set off on the right at 
the halfway line, tumed inside Naysmith and headed for 
the middle of the pitch. Once there, he straightened up 
played a quick ball to Crabbe, received it back and float- 
ed past two more defenders before chipping over the 
goalkeeper’s head and in off the crossbar. 

The game should really have ended there, But Hearts 
own winger McCann so quiet throughout the game at 
last stirred. In the 89th minute he interpassed with Adam. 
and supplied the cross for the Frenchman to score his 
second goal and give Hearts the lead. 

Just moments later McCann ran through an absent 
Falkirk defence to strike the third goal. The Hearts sup- 
porters went wild but the neutral sympathy could only be 
extended to Falkirk. 


Book Keviews 


By Micky Brock 


Unofficial Guide To World Cup 98 
ISBN 0-7214-2002-8 

Quite a neat little book, full 
of facts and figures and leaving 
enough room to keep an 
account of match results etc. 
and plotting the course of eact 
team up to and including the f 
Final. 

Photo reproduction is superb 
and the whole thing is put js 
together by David Prole. It also 
incorporates each of the 32 
teams’ previous best in the 
competition. 

ABSW Verdict: Check it 
‘out, you won't be disappointed. 


Official FIFA World Cup Guide 
For Kids 


ISBN 0-14-130226-7 

Similar to the above but 
slightly larger, this one is put 
together by Gerry Cox. 

More statistical information, 
and bearing the official World 
Cup licence on the back cover, 
it will retail for $9.95 (or less) 
when released here about May 
this year, 

Each team strip is present, so 
there can be no reason for not 
knowing which side is playing, er 
A little more work has gone thee 
into this very good publication. 


ABSW Verdict: Well worth the cover price and will appeal 


to the younger reader. 


Official FIFA World Cup Book 
(Adult) 


ISBN 0-14-027717-« 


‘This particular tome has been set by Keir Radnedge, noted 
editor and well-respected journalist involved with the World 


Game. 


‘The book comes in a soft cover A4 format and is excellently 
priced at $14.95 (or less) and is nothing, if not all, you will real- 
ly need to need to know as you sit down in front of the TV in 


the early hours of the morning to watch the matches, 


A complete list of the ten venues, each team’s stats, bio- 
graphies of 21 of the top players, the history of the competition 
and the final tables from the qualifying tournaments, it’s all 


here. 


Containing more than 100 colour photographs and artworked 
team strips, there are not many around who will need more than 


this book for the forthcoming smorgasbord of footie. 


ABSW Verdict: Top drawer stuff, would expect nothing less 
from Mr Radnedge, Well informed and certainly worth reading. 


Singularly, these books would make a creditable addition 
to your library, together they make an encyclopedia of the 
World Cup (almost), All three books were kindly sent to us 
by Penguin Books Australia, and each edition should be 
available in Australia during May, however, keep watching 
this space as we may soon give you and your family the 
opportunity 


ity to win all three publications. 
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By Joe Russo 


ALL THAT GLITTERS 
AIN’T GOLD 


bout 80kms south of Milan, in the 
Emilia-Romagna region, lies Piacenza, a 
small city of just over 100,000 people. 

Tt is not far from the glamour of Milan with 
its fashion, expensive soccer teams and the San 
Siro but, in reality, it is a world away. 

While Inter, with stars such as Ronaldo, 
Zamorano and Simeone fight it out for the 
‘scudetto’, little Piacenza is just lucky to be in 
the Serie A and their aim is simply survival, 

Piacenza is the only team without any 
foreigners in their line-up, officially because 
they want to give local talent a go, but 
realistically they can’t afford any top quality 
foreigner anyway, 

Names such as Dionigi, Sereni, Rossi, Delli 
Carri, Tramezzani, Buso, Bordin etc, don’t 
really mean anything to anyone, unless you are 
a die-hard Piacenza supporter. 

As club president Stefano Garilli puts it, this 
is basically a “no-frills” team. 

‘Their coach Vincenzo Guerini matches the 
team, he doesn’t attract the profile of the 
Lippis, Capellos, Erikssons etc. He just plods 
away hoping to pick up the odd point or three, 
and at the end of season they may have enough 
to once again be back in the top grade, 

Piacenza is true fairytale stuff. No big names, 
no fancy stadium, fairly sub-standard training 
facilities, very low budget yet plenty of heart. 

Only a couple of weeks ago they held the in 
form Lazio to a 0-0 draw in Rome, Spare a 
though for them this weekend as they travel to 
Turin to face the might of Juventus, 

Should they pull off another draw or, dare I 
say it, a miraculous win, the Italian press will 
be quick to analyse what went wrong with the 
black and whites. 

However, a closer examination of Piacenza, 
makes you realise that there is a lot more to 
them than meets the eye, 

It is clubs like Piacenza that make you 
realise what football is really all about. Even at 
Serie A level, it is about going out and 
participating and giving it your best shot! 


SAD SAD NAPOLI 


Neapolitans soccer is a way of life. And 
for over 30 years, their team has 
participated in the Serie A, 

Sadly this year the team has lacked 
something. What that something is, is what 
Piacenza has plenty of: heart. 

Napoli has expensive players in Protti, 
Ayala, Calderon and Bellucci but rarely this 
season has the team, as a whole, shown 
anything that may even be remotely 
praiseworthy. 

Napoli is last on the ladder and by a long 
way. They are on to their fourth coach this 
season with Enzo Montefusco, a reflection of 
how the blame has been passed around, 

‘At the end of the season they will probably 
make wholesale changes to their playing staff 
and maybe eyen a new coach, but all this 
cannot compensate for a club which totally lack 
spirit and competitive instincts, 

Napoli simply doesn’t seem appropriate in 
the Serie B, given its rich tradition and 
passionate supporters, but for next year it will 
be the competition they participate in. 

However, Naples as a city deserves better. 
‘Their football team has let them down this year 
and for the people of this relatively poor 
southern Italian city, it is simply not good 
enough. 


Little wonder they long 
for the past with Diego 
Maradona. This 
weekend, away in Parma, 
should be no different. 

Sadly another 
convincing defeat of a 
team that well and truly 
have raised the white flag 
is on the cards. 
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INZAGHI AND 
MANCINI THE BEST 


lhe most in-form strikers of the Serie A 

are without doubt Pippo Inzaghi 
(Juventus) and Roberto Mancini (Lazio). 
Inzaghi, purchased from Atalanta, has been 
arevelation. 

Inzaghi is a great finisher and like any good 
striker can ‘sniff out’ a goal scoring 
opportunity. He has impressed national coach 
Cesare Maldini and is now a regular with the 
Azzurri. 

Along with Christian 
Vieri (Atletico Madrid), 
Alessandro Del Piero 
(Juventus) and possibly 
even Roberto Baggio 
(Bologna), they will 
make a formidable 
attacking foursome @ 
from which Maldini 
will, at best, select only ¥ 


three in the starting ¥ 
NAS 


eleven. 

While Inzaghi is 
certainty for Italy’s squad in 
France 98 providing he remains injury free — 
another player who will definitely NOT be 
there is Roberto Mancini. 

Mancini, 33, is now at Lazio after 15 
majestic years at Sampdoria. He has played for 
Italy on 36 occasions, scoring four goals, but is 
considered too old. 

He last played for Italy some seven years 
ago, whn Azeglio Vicini was national coach. It 
is not through lack of form that he hasn't 
played since! 

In fact Mancini’s form this 
year is as good as it ever 
has been, Many say that 
one of the best 
attacking 
combinations ever in 
the Serie A was when 
Mancini paired up 
with now Chelsea 
i 5 player/manager 
Gianluca Vialli, at 
Sampdoria, for eight 
years (1984-1992). 
Mancini is a vital player 
for Lazio, both scoring and creating goals. He 
wasn't considered for the last World Cup in 
1994 and only played a small part in Italia 90. 

If form is the sole criterion, then Mancini 
should be one of the first players picked. Sadly, 
he won't be. 

His age plus the fact that he has been out of 
the national set-up will go against him. As a 
player, coming off the bench in big matches, he 
would be ideal. 

He has experience and class, and ask any 
Serie A coach about his value. Little wonder 
Inter were so disappointed about not being able 
to sign him last year. Was this not the same 
team that had just signed Ronaldo? ‘ 


ROUND 29 PREVIEW 
ROMA-INTER 


Ihis clash, at the Olympic Stadium in 
Rome, is without doubt the match of the 
weekend. 
For Inter, the championship is still at stake 
while Roma will be out to avenge a first round 
0-3 defeat at the San Siro. 


In Other Games: 
Milan v Atalanta 
Udinese v Bari 
Lecce v Bologna 


Sampdoria v Empoli 
Brescia v Lazio 
Parma v Napoli 

Juventus v Piacenza 

Fiorentina v Vicenza 


‘uventus and Real Madrid emerged as this season’s most 

likely European Cup finalists after convincing semi-final 
first-leg victories over Monaco and champions Borussia 
Dortmund respectively. 

While Juventus fashioned a 4-1 win in Turin, thanks to a hat- 
trick from Alessandro Del Piero, Real beat Borussia 2-0 in a 
match that kicked off 75 minutes late after Spanish hooligans 
damaged one of the goals before the start. 

Officials had to fetch a replacement goal frame from Madrid's 
training ground across the city when Real fans, standing on the 
notorious “Ultra Sur’ terracing, swung on part of the perimeter 
fencing to which supporting wires from the goal was attached. 

Police in riot gear cleared the area immediately behind the 
goal and formed a cordon between the crowd and the pitch. At 
least one man was detained. 

When the match finally started it was Real who took control 
and they deservedly won with a close-range slot-in from 
Fernando Morientes after 24 minutes, and a close-range strike 
from Christian Karembeu after 68 minutes. 

While Real dream of their first European Cup final in 17 
years, Juventus, in contrast, look set for their third successive 
final, leaving Monaco with a huge task ahead of them in the 
second-leg. o 

Juventus were simply outstanding and Del Piero was inspired, 
scoring with two penalties as well as from a direct 25 metres 
free-kick to open the tally after 34 minutes, 

Francisco Da Costa equalised for Monaco just before half- 
time but, with only seconds remaining to the break, Del Piero put 
Juventus back in front from the spot with the last kick of the half 
after Zinedine Zidane had been tripped by Monaco keeper 
Fabien Barthez. 


Del Piero made it 3-1 with his second penalty after 62 minutes 
when Monaco defender Philippe Christanval tripped striker 
Filippo Inzaghi. Zidane then virtually sealed their place in the 
final with a fourth two minutes from time — Juve’s 500th goal 
in Europe. 

Juventus won the cup in 1996 when they beat Ajax on 
penalties and lost 3-1 last year to Dortmund. 

If they reach the final in Amsterdam on May 20 as expected, 
it will take an exceptional performance from the opposition to 
beat them. 

And if the second legs go according to Wednesday's form, it 
would be the first time the two European giants have met in a 
European final. 


Juventus 4 AS Monaco a) 
Del Piero 35,45p,62p Da Costa 44 

Zidane 88 

Real Madrid 2 Bor. Dortmund 0 
Morientes 26 

Karembeau 68 


UEFA Cup 


n 89th minute goal by Brazilian midfielder Ze Elias gave 

Inter Milan yet another nail-biting UEFA Cup victory. 
They beat Spartak Moscow 2-1 in a semi-final first-leg 
match, 

Inter, who squeezed past holders Schalke 04 in the quarter- 
finals after extra-time and twice overturned first-leg deficits in 
the earlier rounds, took the lead through Ivan Zamorano. He 
powered a header in off the underside off the crossbar on the 
stroke of half-time. 

‘The Russians pulled level two minutes after the interval when 
highly-rated midfielder Dmitry Alenichev danced through the 
home defence and beat Gianluca Pagliuca with a coolly placed 
shot which bounced off the inside of the goalkeeper’s post and 
trundled across the line. 

For the rest of the second-half Inter pounded a stubborn and 
well-organised defence marshalled by sweeper Dmitry Ananko, 

Ronaldo fluffed two chances he would usually be expected to 
bury with his eyes closed, Argentine Javier Zanetti fired a shot 
just over Aleksandr Filimonoy’s crossbar and Uruguayan 
substitute Alvaro Recoba hit the post with a long-range effort. 

Tn the end With the seconds ticking away Ronaldo curled in 
Inter's umpteenth comer of the night, Nigerian Nwankwo Kanu saw 
his header blocked but Ze Elias made no mistake with the rebound, 


The goal sparked a mini-pitch invasion by the entire Inter 
substitutes’ bench and it was a full two minutes before Spartak 
Moscow could restart. 

“Tt was exciting game and we deserved to win against a side 
who were nevertheless very dangerous,” Inter coach Luigi 
Simoni said. 

“We had a least 30 attempts on goal, 33 J think.” 


Inter Milan 2 Spartak Moscow 1 
Zamorano 45 Alenitchev 48 
Ze Elias 90 
Atletico Madrid i) Lazio 1 
Jugovic 33 


Cape Winners’ Cup 


di Bobic grabbed a stoppage-time goal to give VfB 
Stuttgart a 2-1 win over Lokomotiv Moscow in the first- 
leg of their European Cup Winners’ Cup semi-final. 

Bobic tapped in the winner from close-range after a scramble 
in the Russian goalmouth. 

‘The final goal came more than three minutes into injury-time 
in a surprisingly empty stadium. The crowd was a mere 14,500 
in.a 60,000 seat ground. 

Lokomotiv had taken the lead in the 23rd minute through 
Zaza Dzhanashia but Stuttgart’s Jonathan Akpoborie equalised 
in the 43rd. 

“It was a very important win for us,” said Stuttgart coach 
Joachim Loew. “I hope this will give us more confidence for the 
next match.” 

In the other semi, an early strike from playmaker Lamberto 
Zauli gave Italy's Vicenza a 1-0 victory over Chelsea in their 
Cup Winners’ Cup semi-final first-leg match. 

Zauli collected a through-ball from left-back Fabio Viviani 
after 15 minutes, twisted and turned his way past a back-tracking 
Michael Duberry in the Chelsea box and planted a low left foot 
past Dutch keeper Ed De Goey. 

‘The Italians had the better of the match against the lacklustre 
cup favourites, who failed to contain the three man threat of 
Zauli and forwards Pasquale Luiso and Gabriele Ambrosetti. The 
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Londoners needed several good saves by De Goey to keep them 
in the game. 

Only after the introduction of Norwegian striker Tore Andre 
Flo after 57 minutes did Chelsea threaten to find an equaliser. 
‘Their failure to do so sets up an intriguing second-leg match at 
Stamford Bridge. 


Vicenza 1 Chelsea 0 
Zauli 15 
Stuttgart 2 Lokomotiv 1 
Akpoborie 43. Dzhanashia 23 
Bobic 90 

Vialll 


SOUTH AMERICA 


— Compiled by Mario Ercharr — 


CLUB FOGUS 
BOGA JUNIORS 


the Mercosur Cup, which will replace the 
South American Supercup this year, will 
Kick-off on July 29 with the participation of 


BOCA’S NINETIES NIGHTMARE 


clubs from Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Brazil and Chile. 

‘The prize for the winner will be $3.5 million 
dollars and the runner-up will take 1.3 million, 
according to South American Football 
Confederation (CSF) secretary Nestor Benitez 

The tournament will be divided into five 


GROUP E: Vasco da Gama and Gremio 
(Brazil), Universidad Catolica (Chile) and 
River Plate (Argentina) 


The first qualifying round will be played 
between the 29 July and the 14 October; the 
quarter-finals between October 28 and 
November 4; the semi-finals through 11 and 
18 November, and the Finals are on 
December 2 and 16. 


1991 GLORY DAYS LONG GONE 


truggling Argentine club, 

Boca Juniors, have 
signed a Chilean midfielder 
for a reported $150.000, 
acording to journalistic 
sources from Buenos Aires. 

Marcos Bahamonde, 17, 
who plays for Provincial 
Osorno will join another 
Chilean youngster, striker 
Alberto Gonzalez, 18, from 
the same club, who is 
currently on trials with the 
famous Argentine team. 

Boca Juniors, who haven't 
won a local championship 
since 1991, and is going 
through one of the worst 
institutional crises in their 
history. 

President Mauricio Macri is 
under pressure (o resign, 
coach Hector Veira, who 
promised to return the club to 
the glory days, hasn't 
achieved anything in almost 
two years at the helm of the 
senior team, and the incredible 
spending spree on so-called 
‘stars’ has been a failure. 

It just goes to show that 
you can have a team of 


among others, failing to 
produce the goods. 

Since Uruguayan tactician 
Oscar Enrique Tavarez guided 
Boca Juniors to the Argentine 
League in 1991, the club have 
undertook several changes in 
the coaching department. 

Among the most important 
names are Jorge Habbeger, 
Marzolini, Menotti, Bilardo 
and the current unfortunate, 
Hector Veira, who could 
resign or be sacked before the 
end of the this season. Veira’s 
contract ends in June but, 
unless there is a dramatic 
change of form, he may not 
last the season, 

Now, Macri is trying to 
convince Argentine national 
coach Daniel Alberto 
Passarella to take over the 
Boca coaching hot-seat after 
the World Cup in France, 

Passarella, a former player 
and coach of arch-rival River 
Plate, may not take the offer 
because Italian Serie A club 
Inter Milan want him for 
next season. 

It is well-known that 


. 


Two of Boca’s flop signings: former greats Caniggia 
and of course Maradona. 


Passarella’s dream is to coach 
in Italy, and if the offer from 
his former club is confirmed, 
there is no doubt that he will 
not return to Argentine 
football for some time, then 
again, in coaching ... 


groups of four teams each, and will run from 
the end of July to mid-December when the 
finals will be played 
Yr ‘The Mercosur Cup groups are: 
x GROUP A: Sao Paulo and Cruzeiro 
(Brazil), San Lorenzo (Argentina) and Colo 
‘Colo (Chile) 
GROUP B: Palmeiras (Brazil), Inde- 
pendiente (Argentina), Universidad de Chile 
(Chile) and Nacional (Uruguay) 
GROUP C: Corinthians (Brazil) Olimpia 
(Paraguay), Penarol (Uruguay) and Racing 
Club (Argentina) 
GROUP D: Flamengo (Brazil), Cerro 
Porteno (Paraguay), Velez Sarsfield and Boca 
Juniors (Argentina) 


Cash strapped 
Honduras sack coach 


because they have a good squad,” he said, 

“Tn Honduras they want results without 
doing any groundwork, which makes it difficult 
to reach their objective,” he added. 

Honduras were knocked out in the first 
round of the CONCACAF Gold Cup in 
February. 


well and wisely, especially 
young players like Placente, 
Aimar, Cardetti, and 
obviously the best of the lot, 
Chilean international striker 
Marcelo Salas who, before 
signing with River Plate, was 
rejected by Boca Juniors??? 
Surely a sign that Boca have 
Jost the plot when it comes to 


onduras have sacked national team 

coach Miguel Company because they 

have no money to keep him on and 
results have been poor. 

“There’s no way we can get the money to 
keep Company and his assistants on so we 
decided to remove them,” said Jaime Turcios, 
vice-president of the Honduran Football 
Federation (FENAFUTH). 


champions, but they will 
never beat a champion team. 

More than 30 million 
dollars were outlayed in the 
last two years trying to put 
together a ‘Dream Team’, but 
so far it has been the 
‘Nightmare Team’, with big 
local names like Claudio 
Caniggia (back from 
oblivion), Diego Latorre, 
Guillermo and Gustavo 
Barros, Schelotto, Rodolfo ¥ 
Cardozo, Diego Cagna, SRE 
‘Trayerso, Abbondancieri, the 


Contrary to Boca's 
misfortunes, River Plate, their 
eternal enemy, is doing quite 
fine thank you very much, 


former great Maradona, Jose winning five —_local 
Basualdo (now in Spain) and : ? championships, the last three 
the Colombian internationals, ae in a row, plus the Libertadores 
goalkeeper Oscar Cordoba, © = <1 Cup and the South American 
defender Jorge Bermudez and Incredibly Boca passed —Supercup. 

midfielder Mauricio Serna, on buying Salas! Unlike Boca they bought 


HILAVERT IN TROUBLE AGAIN 


‘elez Sarsfield’s fiery goalkeeper 

Jose Chilavert had to be 

restrained by collegues after 
attacking a player he accused of 
punching him at the end of his team’s 
2-1 home defeat by San Lorenzo. 

When the final whistle went, 
Paraguay’s national team captain — 
known for his volatile temperament and 
ability to score from free-kicks — and his 
constant jibes at Argentina, rushed to the 
centre of the field in an attempt to hunt 
down Claudio Rivadero, with whom he 
had clashed with earlier. But Rivadero 
had left the field. 

Two minutes earlier, the burly 
Chilavert was laid flat out after a clash 
with Rivadero in the penalty area as they 
were waiting for a comer to be taken. 

“| hope the referee’s report includes 


the aggression,” fumed Chilavert 
afterwards. 

Despite the defeat, their first of the 
league 


Argentine second phase 


championship, Velez remained top of the 
table on goal difference from provincial 
side Gimnasia y Esgrima of Jujuy, who 
held Boca Juniors to a 0-0 draw. 

San Lorenzo, under Argentina's 1994 
World Cup coach Alfio Basile, won with 
goals by Alberto Acosta and Ariel 
Montenegro. 


the signing of the ‘right’ 
players. 

Salas cost River Plate just 
$3.5 million dollars, and after 
almost two seasons with the 
Argentine club, he was sold to 
Italian club Lazio for a 
reported 22 million dollars. 
He will remain with River 
until the end of June and will 
join Lazio immmediately after 
the World Cup. 

Although River have 
generally been unable to beat 
Boca Juniors in the local 
championships, they have won 
when and where it counts: on 
the trophy board, while the 
most popular club in 
Argentina, Boca Juniors, have 
been left with nothing and 
Tuing their mismanagement. 


Chilavert 


“In any case, the team’s results have not 
been good.” 

Company, a Peruvian who coached his own 
country at the 1995 Copa America, said he was 
not surprised, even though he has only held the 
post since October. 

“T've been expecting this for several days, I 
hope that Honduras can obtain better results 


Paraguay threaten to axe Cardozo 


Parzen, threatened to 
axe striker Jose Cardozo 


from their World Cup 
squad on Tuesday as more 
problems hit the strife-torn 
team in the run-up to the 


obtain a US visa in time for 
the second-leg of Paraguay’s 
tour, They drew 2-2 with the 
United States and 1-1 with 
rivals Colombia. 

But an LPF official said it 


plays for Velez Sarsfield in 
Argentina, asked to be 
excluded from the tour and his 
reserve, Ruben Ruiz Diaz, 
stayed behind for family 
reasons as well as defender 


finals in France. was believed Cardozo had Celso Ayala, who plays for 
The Paraguayan Football preferred to play for his River Plate in Argentina, who. 

League (LPF),were upset after Mexican club side Toluca. said he was too worn out to 

Cardozo failed to take part in “Cardozo’s case will be travel. 

a two-match tour to the painstakingly investigated,” Another player, Chilean- 

United States this month. the official said. based midfielder Richart Baez 
Cardozo, who took part in If considered at fault he — was injured and missed the 

the earlier 1-1 draw away to could miss the trip to France. warm-up tour. 


Mexico, said he could not 


Jose Luis Chilavert, who 
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